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Independent
Your

Northern Beaches
Independent Team

On Saturday 4th December

Let’s keep Your Northern Beaches Council 

STRONG AND INDEPENDENT

On 4th Dec, Vote 1 above the line for Your Northern Beaches Independent Team. 

www.Your Northern Beaches.com.au
Authorised by Kym Weekes, 602/697-701 Pittwater Road, Dee Why.

VOTE 1

Led by Mayor Michael Regan, 
the Northern Beaches Council 

continues to support us through 
difficult times and deliver for the 

community. 

 

We are hosting some listening 
events to ensure that your 

concerns are heard and will inform 
our ongoing improvements to the 

community. 

Brookvale  21st October

Balgowlah, North Balgowlah 
and Seaforth  27th October

Manly and Fairlight  17th Nov

Queenscliff, Freshwater and  
North Manly  18th November

invested tens of millions of dollars 
into local infrastructure.

increased services for the vulnerable. 

supported our local businesses. 

protected our natural environment 
and transitioned council sites to 100% 
renewable energy.

                                   SIGN UP      

                           HERE

•  

•  

•  

•  

Mayor Michael Regan  
Frenchs Forest

We listen and consult, we work with the community, then work WITH 
all levels of government, not against them or as a slave to political 
party lines. Locals helping locals. 

Recently Cr Sarah Grattan listened and worked with 30+ Northern 
Beaches School Captains to help soften the HSC Crisis. With Mayor 
Regan these young voices were escalated to be directly heard by State, 
Federal MPs and Ministers who created meaningful change.

We have:

  Michael Gencher
  Pittwater

  Sue Heins

  Curl Curl

  Sarah Grattan
  Manly

  Ruth Robins

  Narrabeen

SAFEGUARD OUR 
ENVIRONMENT

PUT THE 
COMMUNITY FIRST

ENHANCE QUALITY 
OF LIFE

SUPPORT OUR 
LOCAL BUSINESSES

crystalraingauge.com.au
scan to buy now

CRYSTAL RAIN GAUGE

TIRED OF YOUR 
RAIN GAUGE 
DISCOLOURING 
AND FADING?

• Thermal shock resistant glass that 
will never cloud 

• Marine grade stainless steel bracket & 
funnel that will never rust 

• Large annealed calibrations for 
permanent easy reading

A rain gauge that’s really built 
for Australia

Ideal Christmas Gift
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Welcome to Issue 11. And unless something’s 
gone deeply awry since sending this to print, 
you’re reading the November 2021 Tawny 
Frogmouth while basking in FREEDOM! 
Congratulations! You’ve battled superbly 
through lockdown. Those dark days are over, 
now it’s time to get ready for the best summer 
ever.

This month’s cover artist is Marisabel 
Gonzalez, creating the “Oh yeah!” breakout 
atmosphere we need right now. With elections 
looming on Saturday 4 December, we sat down 
with Deputy Mayor Candy Bingham for “Zen 
and the Art of Local Council”. We’ve also tried 
to work out why on earth anyone would run 
for council. Sue Heins, Louise Hislop and Ben 
Grozier have attempted to explain this conun-
drum as they campaign for the Curl Curl ward. 

Northern Beaches’ biotech company Cellabs 
continue to make scientific breakthroughs 
that will ensure Covid-19 is under control for 
good. Mal Fisher has done the unthinkable and 

G'day Beaches
by   Liam Carroll

The Tawny Frogmouth 
The Tawny Frogmouth Pty Ltd 
ABN 95 013  114 772 
www.thetawnyfrogmouth.com.au
Editor  liam@thetawnyfrogmouth.com.au
Ads  ads@thetawnyfrogmouth.com.au 
Circulation  50,000 copies delivered 
monthly from Manly to Narrabeen; 47,500  
to letterboxes, 2,500 to local businesses.
Letters  mail@thetawnyfrogmouth.com.au
PEFC Certified  The Tawny Frogmouth uses 
paper from sustainably managed forests. 

Authorised by Zali Steggall MP, Level 2/17-19 Sydney Road, Manly NSW 2095. 

innovation
inclusion
integrity

INDEPENDENT WARRINGAH

ZaliSteggall OAM MP

Thank you for
supporting local business

E: zali.steggall.mp@aph.gov.au    Ph: 9977 6411
 

With restrictions beginning to ease, it's a perfect time to 
continue to support local businesses. Many hospitality 
venues and retailers will be looking to make up for a tough 
Covid-19 lockdown period, so I encourage you to shop and dine locally and take 
advantage of the wonderful services and activities Warringah has to o�er.
 

My team and I are here to help,
so if you have any concerns or
issues you'd like to raise,
please get in touch.

dared point out the frightening truth, jacaran-
das aren’t that great. And Alan Austin delivers 
an equally frightening truth, workers’ share 
of wealth has slumped to a record low while 
corporate profits continue ever higher. 

Finally, it’s very sad to say goodbye to the 
iconic Manly Ferry, MV Queenscliff. Many of 
us feel like we lost a dear friend, and we thank 
you for 38years of gallant, green and gold ser-
vice on Sydney Harbour.
Cheers, Liam
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Candy’s Coffee Cup Recycling Trial
Deputy Mayor Candy Bingham has initiat-
ed the trial of a system for the recycling of 
takeaway coffee cups and lids in a separate 
bin, which resembles a takeaway coffee cup! 
"The unit is distinctive, and its purpose clear", 
explained Candy. “By collecting the cups 
separately there is minimal contamination, 
and they can be recycled into products such 
as cups, outdoor furniture and car park stops”. 
Look out for one of these bins at a busy coffee 
location near you!

North Steyne Nippers Season Kicks Off
If you’ve got kids aged 5 to 13 and want them 
to have lots of fun while learning beach and 
water skills, register now: northsteyneslsc.
com.au/becoming-a-nipper Become part of 
the oldest surf club in Australia, now entering 
its 115th season, also lay claim to being part of 
the NSSLSC world renowned Sunday Morning 
BBQ too, always at the helm of global culi-
nary awards with a consistent three Michelin 
Speedos ranking.

The Perfect Christmas Gift Doesn’t Exis-
Bid adieu to hard-to-read faded plastic rain 
gauges and say G’day to the Crystal Rain 
Gauge (crystalraingauge.com.au). Made of 
toughened glass and stainless steel with 

annealed easy to read calibrations, the Crystal 
Rain Gauge can collect and measure up to 
200ml without emptying. Replete with simple 
instructions, cleaning brush and fixing screws, 
this well-designed product is the perfect 
Chrissy stocking filler and when asked if it’s 
jewellery you can say hey, technically it’s crystal.

Queenscliff Amateur Swim Club
Looking for a great way to start your week-
end and enjoy the timeless Aussie joy of 
racing in the pool and relaxing by the Pacific? 
Registrations are now open for Queenscliff 
Amateur Swim Club. Established in 1961, 
located at Queenscliff’s Ocean Pool (the best 
rockpool on the Beaches in Tawny Frog’s hum-
ble yet correct opinion). Running October to 
March, every Saturday from 8:45 to 11am, only 
cancelled in event of cataclysmic cyclone con-
ditions as occurred in March for Col Rowland’s 
farewell. Sign up at queenscliffswimmingclub.
com.au

Real Estate Agent Becomes Book Publisher
Writing Group Spill the Beans received won-
derful news from Catherine Wilson (Stone Real 
Estate) that she’d be sponsoring two Spill the 
Beans books of members’ stories and poems. 
“I’m really delighted to celebrate the achieve-
ments of writers in our local community,” said 
Catherine. Beans President, Julie Howard, was 
equally delighted, “This is so exciting! We’ll 
be able to launch the first book at a ‘Meet the 
Beans’ (COVID-safe) event in December.” To 
become a member, take writing challenges 
and have your stories published, join up at: 
spillthebeans.net.au

G’day Foreigners, Head Down and Learn!
The green light has been given to begin 
bringing back vaccinated international stu-
dents through the NSW International Student 
Arrivals Pilot Plan. For offshore students of 
ICMS (International College of Management, 
Sydney), this is great news. “Our internation-
al students have been missed, and we look 
forward to welcoming them back to Manly 
and on campus once again,” ICMS CEO Rowan 
Courtney-O’Connor said.

Outdoor Sculpture Exhibition Returns
From 20 October, Q Station is again staging 
Les Sculpture Refusées, showcasing outdoor 
artworks on the idyllic North Head setting and 
supporting artists who missed out on Bondi’s 
(allegedly famed) Sculpture by the Sea.

Peninsula Wash Up
by   Liam Carroll

The coffee cup that recycles coffee cups

JAMES GRIFFIN MP  
DELIVERING FOR  
MANLY SINCE 2017.

Authorised by James Griffin MP,  
Shop 2, 2 Wentworth Street, Manly NSW 2095. 

 Funded using parliamentary entitlements

FROM MANLY TO DEE WHY 
 + EVERYWHERE INBETWEEN

Stay informed from 
the right source.

Sign up to the  
community newsletter.

noreen@northsideliving.com.au  |  www.northsideliving.com.au

Noreen Rattue

m: 0414 964 678
o:  99496288

Principle & Licensee-in-Charge

Noreen Rattue started her career over 35 years ago working 
for the big names in Australian real estate market. She broke 
away in 1990 to start Northside Living with the idea of providing 
a holistic real estate service from preparing your house for sale 
to marketing and popping the champagne bottle after it has sold! 
Noreen specialises is assisting clients to downsize from the family 
home into something more manageable and was involved in the 
successful development of‘The Heights’ at 31 Dobroyd Road, 
Balgowlah Heights, geared towards downsizers.

The only Real Estate Agency based in Balgowlah Heights!
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Bike Tracks and the  
Environment
Just to join in the debate 
about dirt bike riding in our 
parks – there is no doubt 
that bushland and parks are 
being seriously damaged by 
improvised digging and con-
struction of bike humps. This 
has all happened since Covid 
lockdowns started. Those 
who are volunteers of bush-
care groups know this and 
it saddens them as all their 
hard work is being undone. 
Councils are having a hard 
time protecting our parks and 
plants but should have got the 
message by now that kids are 
understandably bored rotten 
during Covid school lock-
downs. The solution would be 
to provide kids with specially 
set aside areas where they 
could do what they like with-
out spoiling parks.
Polly Bell, Curl Curl

Cadets Return to Patrolling 
the Beach
The impact of Covid19 lock-
downs has been substantial 
on our youth. Unable to 
attend face to face school-
ing, participate in sport or 
socialise with their friends. 
So, it’s fantastic that from 9 
October 2021, Surf Lifesaving 
clubs were able to welcome 
back our cadet members (13+). 
And thank you to Cr David 
Walton for welcoming these 
members back and to thank 
them on behalf of NB Council 
for keeping the community 

safe. There are over 181,000 
volunteer surf lifesaving 
members in Australia. It’s the 
largest volunteer movement 
of its kind in the world. This 
benefits our communities and 
our members and provides 
positive pathways for young 
people.
Kelly Beverley, Queenscliff 
SLSC Captain

The Transition to Renewables
I think everybody would 
agree that renewables are the 
way of the future and that 
zero emissions will enhance 
our lives and lengthen the 
life of our overtaxed planet 
whose natural resources are 
dwindling rapidly. However, 
there are several questions 
I’d like to ask. 1) What is the 
transition from fossil fuels to 
renewables going to cost?  
2) What are the subsidies 
paid to the renewable sector? 
3) What are the undisclosed 
levies in our current power 
bills and why are they not 
shown clearly? 4) What 
guarantees do we have that 
storage capacity will generate 
both industrial and domestic 
needs by 2050? 5) When the 
wind farms and solar panels 
become obsolete, how will 
they be broken down and 
what impact will they have 
on the environment? No one 
builds a new home without a 
quote from a builder and en-
gages him without one. That’s 
folly. The renewable sector 
needs to win over those who 

Letters to The Tawny Frogmouth

are climate sceptics with 
full disclosure to the above 
questions.
John Partridge, Bal. Heights

Climate Change
It is great to see Zali Steggall 
is reintroducing her Climate 
Change Bills which include a 
new goal of 60% emissions re-
duction by 2030. If passed by 
Parliament, they would show 
the world we are concerned 
about Climate Change. Let's 
leave our planet a better place 
for our kids and grandkids.
Jim Kiernan, Manly Vale

Come on Bill, I’d Like Answers
G’day Tawny Frog, I couldn't 
help but notice Vote Earth 
Now Founder, A/Prof Rob  
Eisenberg, asking us to sup-
port Zali Steggall’s Climate Bill 
in Sep2021 Letters. Now, I’d be 
happy to become a supporter 
of the Bill if Ms Steggall  
(and/or A/Prof Eisenberg) 
could address my questions 
and concerns: 1) Why are the 
dams full and rivers flowing 
on the Eastern seaboard 
when we were assured this 
wouldn't happen by Prof 
Flannery? 2) Tim also told us 
the Arctic would be gone by 
2009. Well, when I wrote to 
Santa last year, he assured 
me everything was ok, and 
the polar bears were breeding 
like rabbits. 3) Why aren't the 
South Pacific islands under-
water? That was supposed 
to happen 8 to 10 years ago, 
but it’s been discovered many 
South Pacific Islands are in 
fact increasing in land mass 
and not being inundated by 
rising sea levels. How? And 
don't forget the waterfront 
homes on the Northern 
Beaches. Shouldn’t they be 
underwater by now? They 
seem dry, their property 
values still sky high. Why? 4) 
What jobs will be available for 

Hip Hip Horray! 
Families First.

The Numbers are finally changing 
and we are now allowed 100 

people at funerals!
A few rules to be obeyed but this is 

the best news we’ve had in a while!
I am here to answer all your 

questions so please feel free to call 
me at any time on 0401 040 161.

Together we will find the best way 
to accommodate your needs and 

give your loved one the fitting 
farewell they deserve whilst staying 

Covid compliant.  

Why Choose ‘A Better Way?
We customise farewells to the individuality of your loved one 

Our services come from the heart with kindness and respect

We prioritise choice and flexibility ensuring you make the decisions that feel right for 
you and your family  

We are experts in our field and deliver the highest level of service

We offer excellent advice to ensure your wishes are met

We ensure everyone feels heard, supported and encouraged

We are here to answer any questions so please feel free to call anytime

And because life should be celebrated, even in the toughest of times

Contact Keri Alexander:
Mobile: 0401 040 161| info@abetterwayfunerals.com.au | www.abetterwayfunerals.com.au
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It is with the heaviest of hearts we say goodbye 
to MV Queenscliff, a Freshwater-class ferry we 

consider a dear friend. 
Destined to be a green and gold superstar from 

the moment she was conceived, MV Queenscliff 
completed nigh on four decades of noble, 

saltwater-drenched service, crossing the seven 
miles from Sydney, thousand miles from care 

stretch with aplomb. 
Here’s hoping we meet again some day to ride 

the high seas through the heads and off east 
into the ever after, to a brave new world that 
Transdev can’t reach, and where Australian 

icons are treated with the respect they deserve.

MV Queenscliff 
9 July 1983 – 13 October 2021

Hooroo from the Tawny

the 50,000 workers displaced 
from the coal industry? 
They can't all be solar panel 
installers. You know the solar 
panels made in China from 
Australian coal and iron ore. 
Please don't forget the wind 
turbines, same materials. 
That's enough questions for 
now, but I have plenty more. 
Most importantly, I would 
greatly appreciate clear an-
swers to my questions before 
I can earnestly support your 
Climate Bill. So, to quote Jerry 
Maguire, help me help you.
Mark Roberts, Freshwater

MV Queenscliff - Too Early 
for Goodbyes
Dear Tawny, by the time your 
next issue is published the MV 
Queenscliff will have done its 
last voyage between Manly 
and Circular Quay. The MV 
Narrabeen has also been qui-
etly retired. Only two of the 
Freshwater Class ferries that 
have plied Manly to Circular 
Quay will remain in service 
and that was only after sig-
nificant public agitation. The 
Freshwater class of ferry was 
built specifically for the Manly 
run, was built in Australia, 
and paid for by NSW taxpay-
ers. The Freshwater class are 
young by world standards 
and can be kept running for 
a comparatively low cost. 
Cities around the world are 
preserving their ferries and 
actually modernising them by 
converting them to electric. 
This option in open to NSW, 
the powers have been made 
aware - but they persist in 
sidelining these ferries and 
possibly ultimately scrap-
ping them. Hopefully a new 
minister and a new focus on 
the electrification of transport 
options can result in a rethink. 
It isn’t too late to save #ALL4
Patrick Clarke, Manly  
(@BackoftheFerry Instagram ) 

Apropos Nigel Howard 
(Oct2021)
Maybe folks have forgotten 
or didn't notice the four-page 
colour, personal and polit-
ical propaganda flyer sent 
out by J. Falinski Member for 
Mackellar in the first week 
of the latest lockdown. This 
showed utter contempt by 
the feckless member to the 
situations people are facing 
during the Covid 19 restric-
tions. I returned the offending 
leaflet to the member’s office. 
As I approached the counter 
(with bullet proof screen) a 
callow, pimples-and-boots 
individual said to me in a 
cheery tone "bringing back 
the leaflet"?  Expressing my 
displeasure, I was disarmed 
by, "Sorry, it wasn't supposed 
to go out 'til next week".  What 
can you say? Unfortunately, 
still in high dudgeon a day or 
two later, I confronted a baby 
boomer neighbour, (normally 
no opinion on anything) 
with leaflet. “Would you still 
vote for Morrison and the 
Coalition?” His answer, “Yes!” 
I asked further, “Why?” His 
answer, "Because he looks 
like us". 
Will, Collaroy

Doggy Poo...Boo
It has been a delight to see the 
variety of dogs being walked 
in our neighbourhoods. A 
wonderful way to meet neigh-
bours and share the day with 
at least a wave and a friendly 
pat. However, it’s disappoint-
ing that many people are dis-
regarding the basic courtesy 
of picking up the poo. It’s get-
ting worse by the week with 
many sidewalks and verges 
left with droppings, black full 
bags stashed in hedges or 

Personally talk  
to Ann Wilson  
and her team

Family operated & 100% Australian owned   

VISIT Suite 3, 1440 Pittwater Road, 
North Narrabeen, Sydney
CALL 02 9913 7131 or 0467 888 283 
WEB wilsonfamilyfunerals.net.au 

Ann Wilson and her team at Wilson Family 
Funerals have between them decades of 
experience caring for Northern Beaches 
families in their time of need.

just left anywhere. Maybe it’s 
difficult to clean up with one 
hand holding the lead and the 
other a phone.
Stan D. Ingenschidt, Beaches

Re: Council Rates (Sep2021) 
I fully agree with the concern 
expressed in correspondence 
about the 25% plus Rates 
increase for many Manly resi-
dents. We were already paying 
high Rates to a Council which 
was well administered and 
aware of our specific needs. 
Since the forced amalgama-
tion we are now paying the 
price for being linked with 
two Councils which were far 
less competent. It is extremely 
unfair to penalise us for the 
inefficiency of others. It was 
reasonable to establish equity 
in the payment of Rates over 
a period of time. Clearly the 
process should have been 
extended over several more 
years. Meanwhile, what do we 
get for our exorbitant Rates? 
The loss of our Town Hall, far 
fewer opportunities to partic-
ipate in decision-making and 
a large Council of which we 
form only a small part. That's 
called a lose/lose outcome.
Andrew Miles, Manly

Contemplation (a poem)
Very early in the morning,
At another day's dawning,
I sit and contemplate...
The sky is blue,
Clouds are but few,
Warmth begins to radiate...
Enveloping with its light,
Giving courage after another night
Of tossing and turning, only to 
hesitate...
When suddenly, a decision is made
To dare discard the routine staid
And be bold, courageous, discom-
bobulate!
Marianne, North Narrabeen

The Tawny invites the people of  the Beaches to send in 
letters to mail@thetawnyfrogmouth.com.au

Chris Sharpe - Independent for Forest Ward
Pushing forward on the commencement and completion of  
the flood-proofing of the Wakehurst Parkway, using allocated 
$17 million funding.
Championing community concerns such as those for the 
upcoming French’s Forest development and the relocation  
of Forest High, both of which will have a huge impact on  
the traffic and residents and businesses in the area.
Protecting the local environment.
Improving parks and beach and lake front recreational  
areas.
Advocating for long-term sustainability solutions for  
council projects.
Minimisation of any future rate increases.
Improved road and parking solutions for all our suburbs.

Visit: www.facebook.com/chrissharpe4forestward
Or contact Chris on Email: chrissharpe4forestward@gmail.com or Mobile: 0466 566 467
Authorised by: Chris Sharpe 61 Brooker Ave Beacon Hill NSW 2100
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www.goodformanly.com.au

Northern Beaches Council Election - 9th September 2017

TEAM OF INDEPENDENTS

CRAIG 
SMITH CANDY

BINGHAM
KYEEMA
DOYLE

VoteSEPT
9

Northern Beaches Council Election
9th September 2017

LOCAL     INDEPENDENT     EXPERIENCED

DEPUTY MAYOR  
CANDY BINGHAM

Make sure the Manly Ward is well-represented  
on the Northern Beaches Council

COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
Saturday 4th December 2021

Visit our website for everything you need to know  
including pre-polling, booth locations, our candidates and  
of course our track record and  policies.

OUR TEAM OF INDEPENDENTS:  
    Candy Bingham  Strategic Partnerships & Communications Expert, Manly

    Scott Porter  Technology & Small Business Advisor, Balgowlah Heights

    Sonia Walsh  Management & Finance Consultant, Seaforth

www.goodformanly.com.au

Authorised by Jonathan Trope, 1/90 Lauderdale Ave, Fairlight 2094

VOTE

Humphreys is a family owned and operated business, proudly serving the local community 
for 55 years. We sell a large range of books, cards, gifts and home wares, magazines, 

stationary, toys and more! Come find us on the Corso.

$20 off
when you spend $100

Valid 22/10 to 22/11. Must present coupon in store to redeem. Max 1 use per coupon. Some exclusions apply, ask in store.  
60 – 62 The Corso, Manly, NSW 2095   |   (02) 9977 1699

$10 off
when you spend $60

humphreysmanlyhumphreysmanly www.humphreys.com.au

PETER GREEN:DESIGN 0410 402 141

 
 peter@pgdd.com.au

A personal, tailored service to meet your design and lifestyle needs, 

including development applications and complying developments,

alterations, additions, new houses and interiors.

RESIDENTIAL & INTERIOR PROJECTS . CREATIVE DESIGN & DRAFTING
instagram @petergreen.design

We provide beautiful, personalised memory and activity gift 
boxes for older Australians with or without cognitive decline, to 
live for today while remembering their past. Delivery worldwide.

The perfect Christmas 
present for that special 
older person in your life. 

 enquiries@collectivememories.com.au  |  www.collectivememories.com.au

10% off 
FREE NORTHERN BEACHES DELIVERY

EMAIL TO GET YOUR
VOUCHER CODE

Northern Beaches based Landscape company
We have the passion and drive to create and  
bring to life your dream outdoor living areas. 

On time and on budget - better than you imagined.

dylan@informlandscapes.com.au 

CONTACT DYLAN

www.informlandscapes.com.au  |  Licence No. 363425C

0403 908 614

Mobile Wallpaper Shop and 
Installations available for 

Northern Beaches residents

info@thatwallpaperguy.com.au 
www.thatwallpaperguy.com.au

for an instant quote call

Alan Bowers  Owner / “That Guy”

0431 918 673How The Office 
Turned to Sh!t
by  JP Ric Salty

Pre-Covid, Manly Cove’s ‘The Office’ served 
as Sydney’s premium open-air locale for 
a cleansing tipple. Zena Condell even in-
formed us back in April of The Office origin 
story: pair of lads packing a thirst after a 
hard day climbing the corporate ladder, 
hopping off the evening ferry to indulge 
in a couple of take-away frosties. Life was 
simple. Days were good. 

In more recent times the warning 
signs became plentiful. The Office’s status 
throughout greater Sydney as a top spot to 
get on the lash were primed to burst out of 
control. On the lone day of the year Office 
boozing is banned, 26 January, pent up teen-
agers from all over descended for a heavy 
bout of serious underage grogging (and 
concomitant public disorder). Then, more 
recently, with lockdowns dragging on, pubs 
shut, dancefloors banned, Sydney revellers 
decided en masse to enshrine The Office as 
their Holy Land. 

Literally shitting all over the place, this  
new breed of Office goer feels it’s perfectly 
acceptable to drop the strides and take a 
steaming dump in people’s front yards, when 
not ensconced in a super spreader mosh pit  
in the middle of a pandemic of course. 

This is behaviour no true local or earnest 
Office lover would engage in. No, we have a 
plague of blow ins, flocking in from distant 
LGA’s to go A-grade berserk, transforming  
paradise to a garbage dump. And, what’s the 
result of all this? The Office is shut. Council 
says it’s to mend the grass, but we all know  
it’s to shut the place down. And what choice  
do they have? None.

Fenced off and out of business
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D O N ’ T  M I S S  O U T .  T H E R E  A R E  O N L Y  1 6 0  B O T T L E S 
A V A I L A B L E  O F  O U R  F I N E S T  S I N G L E  M A L T  Y E T  –  
T H E  L I M I T E D  E D I T I O N  T A S M A N I A N  B L A C K W O O D .  
E A C H  I S  H A N D - N U M B E R E D  A N D  S I G N E D  B Y  F O U N D E R  
J O H N  O ’ C O N N O R .  O R D E R S  W I L L  O N L Y  B E  T A K E N  B Y 
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Sue Heins has just come off the phone after 
talking with another local business owner who 
is struggling. “This is a huge part of the reason 
I’m standing for Council again” says the former 
Deputy Mayor and current Councillor on North-
ern Beaches Council. On Saturday 4 December, 
Sue will be running in the Curl Curl Ward with 
Mayor Michael Regan’s group – Your Northern 
Beaches Independent Team. Sue is an accom-
plished businesswoman, a mentor and now 
Chair of ‘Women and Children First’ - a local 
domestic violence support service.   

“Working with our amazing community 
groups and volunteer organisations as well as 
helping our local business recover from the 
pandemic are my two biggest motivators to run 
again for Council. The last 18 months have been 
so challenging for our local businesses. They are 
creative, resilient and have loyal customers, but 
they can only stretch so far. 

“I’m really proud that the council has set up 
the ‘Back to Business’ project where we are 
working with local businesses to get them back 
on their feet quicker. There’s a lot of hard work 
ahead and I want to make sure the businesses 
are supported but also that the community is 
put first in decision making and that our spec-
tacular natural environment is protected and 
maintained for future generations”.   

Protection of the environment is also a driv-
ing force for Sue’s running partners – Louise 
Hislop and Ben Grozier. Louise describes her-
self as a “fourth generation Northern Beaches 
local” and has been actively involved in many 
community based projects and organisations, 
most notably the Friends of Curl Curl Lagoon. 

“We are so lucky on the Northern Beaches to 
be surrounded by beautiful bushland, scenic 
waterways and stunning coastline” says Louise. 
“But it’s important that we don’t take it all for 
granted. We need a strong and independent 
Council to make sure our environment is pro-
tected from inappropriate development but also 
from the adverse impacts of climate change”.

Keeping Council free from the influence of 
the major political parties is obviously important 
to Louise. “Elected representatives at all levels 
of Government - but especially Local Govern-
ment - should be independent. This means they 
are only answerable to the community – to the 
people they are supposed to represent”.  

 Dee Why resident Ben Grozier, running 
third on the ticket behind Sue and Louise, is 
equally passionate about listening to the com-
munity. The former schoolteacher says genuine 
consultation with the community is the only 
way that councillors can make sure they are 
meeting community expectations. “I’m new to 
this world of politics” says Ben. “But I’ve really 
enjoyed the process of engaging with the local 
community – as a team, Sue, Louise, Michael 
and I have been holding a series of Town Hall 
meetings online. It’s been brilliant to hear 
people’s questions, to exchange ideas, to come 
up with solutions together. That’s what council, 
and community, should be about”.  

Ben and his three kids have become a regular 
fixture at Dee Why beach during lockdown – 
decked out in their bright orange T-shirts and 
caps, displaying the “Your Northern Beaches 
Independent Team” name. Ben says it’s led to 
some interesting conversations about a range 
of issues. “I’m always keen to have a chat but 
it’s really hard to talk about important stuff like 
this when you you’re keeping your distance 
and wearing a face mask. That’s why the online 
Town Halls are great. Everyone has a chance to 
ask their questions and listen to our thoughts 
and our vision for the community”.

The online forums have so far been held for 
Curl Curl, Dee Why, Narraweena and Beacon 
Hill. The remaining forums will focus on the 
areas of Brookvale (21 October) and Freshwater, 
Queenscliff and North Manly (18 November), but 
anyone from any area is welcome to register.  

Louise Hislop, Sue Heins and Ben Grozier 

Register for a YNBI Team community town 
hall event at www.YourNorthernBeaches.

com.au/events and find more ‘Back To 
Business’ info at: www.northernbeaches.

nsw.gov.au

Why on Earth do People 
Run for Council?
by  Liam Carroll



The Tawny Frogmouth Issue 11,  November 202116 17

I am seeking your views on  
an important issue. The  
Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill. 

Conscience votes or ‘free 
votes’ occur in Westminster 
style Parliaments from time 
to time, generally on conten-
tious social and moral issues. 
Before the end of this year, 
all 93 Members of the NSW 
Parliament will vote on the 
‘Voluntary Assisted Dying’ 
Bill. Call it what you will, 
euthanasia, dying with dignity, 
voluntary assisted dying…
the Bill evokes a passionate 
response from people across 
our community.

The Bill is designed to give 
people control over the timing 
of their death at a time when 
their death is imminent, and 
they feel they have suffered 
enough. It contains a number 
of safeguards. 
The facts about Voluntary 
Assisted Dying: NSW Parlia-
ment last debated voluntary 
assisted dying (VAD) in 2017. 
The bill was defeated by one 
vote in the Upper House. NSW 
is now the only state without 
a voluntary assisted dying law.

Victoria’s law has been in 

operation since 2019, so we 
now have two years of robust 
evidence of how VAD works in 
an Australian context. Three 
parliamentary inquiries in Vic-
toria, Western Australia and 
Queensland have examined 
the issues in depth.
Who would be eligible to 
access assisted dying under 
this legislation? Only adults 
diagnosed with a terminal 
illness that will cause death 
within six months, or 12 
months for neurodegenerative 
conditions, and who are expe-
riencing suffering as a result 
of the condition that cannot 
be tolerably relieved will 
be able to access voluntary 
assisted dying.
What protections exist to 
stop a vulnerable person 
from being pressured? Two 
experienced doctors will 
need to independently assess 
a person seeking assistance 
and independently come 

An Important Discussion about 
Life and Death…
by  James Griffin MP, Member for Manly

to the conclusion that they 
are acting voluntarily and 
without any form of pressure 
or duress. If there is concern 
that someone is not acting 
voluntarily or that pressure 
or duress is playing a role, 
an appeal can be made to 
the Supreme Court, during 
which there is a pause in the 
application process.
What about protections for 
people who are terminally ill 
who might feel that they are 
a burden to their family or 
carers? The process itself is 
designed to give the person 
time to think about their 
decision. The person must 
repeat the request on three 
separate occasions, including 
in a written declaration 
signed by two witnesses 
independent of the voluntary 
assisted dying doctors, and 
there is a mandatory five-day 
cooling off period between 
the first request and the final 
request.

I have had the opportunity 
to hear directly from many 
in our community who 
have experienced the most 
challenging of circumstances 
with a terminally ill loved one 
towards the end of their life.  
I thank them for their 
heartfelt testimony. There are 
various safeguards in the Bill 
and I believe these resolve 
a number of concerns that 
people have raised. I felt it 
important to outline some 
key aspects of the Legislation 
so that you too can have an 
informed view. I welcome you 
sharing your view with me, 
so I can ultimately represent 
you as best as I possibly can in 
NSW Parliament.

You can fill out a survey on my website or email me  
directly via manly@parliament.nsw.gov.au  

if you would like to share your views.  
www.jamesgriffinmp.com/voluntary_assisted_dying 

VOLUNTARY ASSISTED 
DYING LEGISLATION

NSW DRAFT BILL

Your views would be appreciated.

Just Better Care Northern Beaches & Northern Suburbs      |     Call 02 9934 9999     |      Visit justbettercare.com/nbcareers

   Work-life balance  
       is 

Just Better
        with hours that  

                       suit you. 

Find out more and apply for a role at  
Just Better Care Northern Beaches  

& Northern Suburbs

Visit justbettercare.com/nbcareers

Aged Care & Disability Support  
roles available now.
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Contact Paul Wilcox
0401 051 702 | 8705 3252
paul@oasisskeen.com.au

www.oasisskeenproperty.com.au
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Recently we have been bombarded with text 
messages and ads from Clive Palmer and Craig 
Kelly with grossly inaccurate and, frankly,  
dangerous misinformation over COVID-19.

How can this happen? There is no legis-
lation or rules to stop it. Right now, political 
parties can make an untrue statement about 
a political candidate in advertising that is not 
based on facts, or truth. Political messaging  
is also exempt from the “spam” legislation, 
which means Craig Kelly is lawful in sending 
those texts.

This is in contrast to businesses in Australia 
that face strict advertising codes so they don’t 
deceive or mislead their consumers. A medi-
cine manufacturer, for example, cannot claim 
their medicine cures cancer when the product 
does not, and injury lawyers cannot promise 
that they will win every case for you. Surely 
the public deserves the same standard, if not 
a higher one, from MPs and political parties as 
they get from businesses?

 Truth in political advertising is paramount 
to democracy. If voters are intentionally misled 
about the political parties they intend to vote 
for, how can they make a reasoned and bal-
anced decision? That is why I have introduced 
“Stop the Lies” Bill that will stamp out misin-
formation and lies that we are so accustomed 
to every time an election is called.

The amendments I have proposed have 
been tried and tested, modelled on legislation 
that has been in place in South Australia for 
over 20 years and was adopted by the ACT last 
year. Importantly, it has been effective. When 
certain ads from major and minor parties in 
South Australia were found to contain lies, 
they were swiftly acted upon.

 For example, in July this year South 
Australian Labor Opposition Leader Peter 

Malinauskas MP published on Facebook that 
the state Liberal party had “secret plans to 
cut doctors and nurses from the hospital 
system.” Except there was no secret plan, and 
that statement was found to be false. Under 
federal laws, no action could have been taken 
against Mr Malinauskas. However, under 
South Australian laws, the Australian Electoral 
Commission found the post as being “inac-
curate and misleading” and concluded that 
there was no “secret” plan in place. As a result, 
the Opposition leader had to apologise on his 
Facebook page and admit that his statement 
was wrong.

 Indeed, social media has amplified the 
capacity to mislead. As soon as misinformation 
is out there, it can be disseminated to large 
audiences immediately without fact checking 
or due processes. That’s why the Stop the Lies 
amendments also address the online issue of 
deep fakes through the banning of imperson-
ation or passing off a misrepresentation of a 
candidate. Since drafting the Bill, I have now 
started exploring what can be done to stop 
the unsolicited text messages from MPs such 
as Craig Kelly on serious health matters. This 
would involve changing the “spam legislation” 
and who and what falls under it.

As we approach the next federal election, 
we know that the major parties shamelessly 
weaponise mistruths to win elections. Many of 
you might remember the ‘Death Tax’ campaign 
in 2019 against the Labor Government and 
in 2016 we saw ‘Mediscare’ campaign against 
the Liberal/National party. Campaigners 
argue that scare tactics and campaigns built 
on fear, work. However, as a result, the public 
trust of politicians and the political system is 
being eroded. Just one in four Australians have 
confidence in their political representatives. 
By 2025, if the trend continues only 10% of the 
public will trust politicians. We must reverse 
this trend.

We also know the community is fed up 
with it. According to polling conducted by the 
Australia Institute 87% of people support truth 
in political advertising laws. It is important for 
our democracy that we stamp out corruption, 
that money is spent effectively and efficiently 
and that voters are told the truth.

Stop the Lies
by  Zali Steggall MP

Scan here to read a copy of  
Zali Steggall's Bill, or visit  

www.zalisteggall.com.au 
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Nobody messes with Dezzy, unless of course it's Beaver, Hoppa and Kosef

Des Hasler, it’s widely agreed, 
is a famously frugal fellow. 
They’ll tell you when he was 
first signed for Manly in 1984, 
he’d travel by train from 
Penrith to Circular Quay and 
busk for change. He was a 
pretty good singer, sang in a 
band. After he’d earned the 
fare, he’d catch the ferry to 
Manly. They’ll tell you his wife 
drove a Land Cruiser; he’d 
give her $5 for petrol. They’ll 
tell you he was late for a func-
tion – and this in his mid-50s 
and a coach on mega-bucks 
– because he was driving 
around waiting until there 
was free parking. And they’ll 
tell you about the old pair of 
Doc Marten’s boots. 

For years the Sea Eagles 
players had teased Hasler 
about the boots. He’d won 
them in ’87 when named 
man-of-the-match. He’d 
worn them all over the UK on 
the Kangaroo Tour of 1990. 
He wore them every day. He 
didn’t buy a pair of casual 
shoes for nearly 20 years. 
Why would he? Those things 
were tough. Did the job.

One day John Hopoate saw  

an opportunity. He noticed 
Hasler’s Doc Martens in a 
half-open sports bag. And he 
knew: comedy gold was on. 
He reached into the bag and 
took one of the boots. Then 
he zipped up the bag and 
thought, now what do I do? 
He needed co-conspirators…
Steve Menzies and Nik Kosef. 
The trio hatched a cunning 
plan.

Next training session, 
Des – who was strength and 
conditioning trainer at the 
club with Bob Fulton as coach 
– gathered the group in the 
middle of the park. “Who’s got 
it? I know one of you blokes 
has my boot.” Nobody ‘fessed 
up. “Right. I’m gonna flog you 
until I find out.” And there 
followed a serious session. 
Sprints. Four hundreds. 
Blokes vomiting, Des barking, 
“Where’s the boot!”

Next day, another train-
ing session, another huddle 

The Mysterious Kidnapping  
of Des Hasler’s Boot
by   Matt Cleary,  Editor of Beaches Champion

Matt Cleary is the editor of Beaches Champion, 
providing daily news about the people and clubs 
involved in sport on the northern beaches. Read at  
www.beacheschampion.com.au or scan here: 

in the middle. A trainer ran 
out with a letter for Des. It 
was a ransom note. Letters 
cut out of magazines, glued 
on: “Pay $200 for the players 
fund or the shoe gets it.” Des 
did not get it. Indeed, he was 
ropeable. “They’re sentimental 
value!” he thundered. “Those 
shoes mean a lot to me!” Still, 
no-one spoke. No shoe came 
forth. Des flogged the players 
again. 

Next session, the trainer 
ran out with another letter. 
“Listen Hasler,” it read. “We 
make the rules. You want the 
shoe, cough up the money.” 
This time in the envelope was 
another item: a shoelace. Cut 
in half.

There followed, most 
sessions, another letter. Some 
contained Polaroid photos of 
the shoe under duress. Being 
dangled over Spit Bridge. 
Masked men holding a lighter 
to the shoe. Season after sea-
son – you want the boot back, 
cough up the coin. Hasler was 
unlikely to cough up money. 
Did his players not know him? 
So, no boot, no money, no 
confession.

Ten years later, Kosef was 
best man at Menzies’ wedding. 
At the end of his speech, he 
declared he had something 
to admit. And from under the 
bridal table, he produced the 
missing Doc Marten. At the 
back of the reception came a 
plaintive howl. “Nooooooo!” It 
was Des. “I only just threw the 
other one out last week!” And 
the room erupted. Because 
it was true. He hadn’t bought 
another pair of shoes. The 
team bought him a pair for his 
birthday.

The Spring Racing Carnival 
season is upon us – with the 
‘Everest’ on 16 October and 
the Melbourne Cup coming 
up fast.

Almost everyone enjoys 
a flutter at some point. 
Whether it’s a sweepstake at 
work for the race that stops a 
nation, or as part of a normal 
Saturday socialising while at 
the club. You may even buy 
a lotto ticket or play a few 
rounds at the pokies.

If you’re young and male, 
you might use a betting app  
to bet on the footy.

Gambling can be a source 
of fun when it doesn’t impact 
our capacity to pay for the 
things we need. Sometimes, 
our gambling habits can be 
harmful, and we lose more 
money than we can afford.

According to a 2019 survey, 
it is estimated that 1% of the 
adult population in NSW are 
classified as problem gamblers 
using the Problem Gambling 

Severity Index (PGSI). Overall, 
7.2% of people who gamble 
are considered to be a mod-
erate-risk or problem gambler 
according to the PGSI.

From 1 December 2020 
until 31 May 2021, around $44 
million was lost on the pokies 
in Clubs on the Northern 
Beaches and another $18 mil-
lion at Hotels between  
1 January and 30 June 2021.

That equates to more than 
$2 million lost every week.

While lockdown will have 
reduced these figures since 
June, as restrictions ease we’ll 
head back to the pubs and 
clubs – and the pokies.

Over $2million is lost on pokies each week on the Northern Beaches

Spring Racing Carnival and  
a Return of the Pokies
by  Alistair Robinson

“Make sure your gambling 
habits aren’t costing you more 
money than you can afford to 
lose,” says David Thomas, CEO 
of Lifeline Northern Beaches. 
“If you have sometimes used 
rent or food money or bor-
rowed money to gamble, it’s 
time to ask for help. Especially 
if you’re trying to win back 
losses by gambling even more.”

Someone who has difficul-
ty limiting their gambling can 
experience harm, and unfor-
tunately playing the pokies 
carries the greatest risk.

“These behaviours can 
develop over time and can 
result in depression and anx-
iety, relationship breakdown, 
financial hardship, home-
lessness, substance abuse, 
and thoughts of suicide,” says 
David.

Gambling harm doesn’t just 
affect the person who gam-
bles, it can also affect those 
around them. It is estimated 
that for every person consid-
ered a problem gambler, six 
people are affected.

“It is important for you to 
think about your gambling 
habits,” says David. “If you feel 
that your gambling is causing 
you harm, help is available.”

Lifeline Northern Beach-
es offers a free gambling 
counselling support service 
for anyone experiencing 
gambling harm. The service is 
provided by qualified clinical 
counsellors in a confidential, 
non-judgemental, and safe 
environment of acceptance 
and collaboration.

For more information about the Gambling Counselling 
Support Service, call Lifeline Northern Beaches on 9949 

5522 or visit www.lifelinenb.org.au/gambling
If you or someone you care about is running into trouble with 

gambling, you can call GambleAware on 1800 858 858 
(24/7) or visit www.gambleaware.nsw.gov.au 

Need someone to talk to? Call Lifeline on 13 11 14 (24/7)
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The actual jobless rate is much higher than the 
4.5% which Employment Minister Stuart Rob-
ert falsely claimed is “the lowest rate recorded 
since 2008”, while those of us on a normal in-
come are also getting an ever-decreasing share 
of the income pie. 

Over the 19 years before the Coalition came 
to office, annual income growth averaged a 
healthy 4.21%. But over the seven years from 
June 2014 to June 2021, the average income 
for workers has risen by only 2.36% per year, 
lower growth than at any time since records 
began in 1994. 

Company profits, on the other hand, have 
increased over the last seven years by 76.6% 
before tax, an average rise of just under 9% 
per year according to the ABS. In other words, 
profits are currently increasing four times fast-
er than wage rises.

This has had a direct impact on income 
distribution. For most of the fifty years before 
the Coalition was elected, the share of the 
country’s income going to workers fluctuated 
between 53% and 60% (ABS). As recently as the 
first quarter of 2016, workers received 55.2%. 
The share going to corporate profits has most-
ly varied between 18% and 28%. In 2017, the 
workers’ share fell below 52%, then below 50% 
in the second and third quarters of 2020. This 
has not happened since 1959. Meanwhile, the 
share going to profits has risen substantially, ex-
ceeding 30% for the first time in June 2020.

The Government's claim of a 4.52% jobless 

rate is wrong. The August data shows that 
those counted as “employed”, but who worked 
zero hours in were up 8.48% of the workforce - 
much higher than the average of 5.69% for the 
last twelve years. This figure represents people 
“working” zero hours because of annual and 
other leave and gaps between jobs. The sharp 
increase above the average indicates a much 
higher unemployment rate of 7.31%, almost 3% 
above what the Government claims. In other 
words, the real rate of 7.31% unemployment 
is nowhere near “the lowest since 2008” as 
Employment Minister Stuart Robert claimed. 
Quite the contrary, it is close to the ABS rate 
of 7.35% recorded in June 2020, which was 
the highest since 1998. And while Australia has 
usually ranked in the top ten or twelve OECD 
member countries on jobless rates since com-
parative data was first tabulated in the 1960s, 
we no longer have those bragging rights. The 
current real rate of 7.31% ranks us 26th, the 
lowest ranking ever.

Another concerning statistic is how seniors 
are now forced to work longer as pension enti-
tlements are not being sufficiently adjusted. 
For virtually the entire period before this LNP 
Government, the percentage of seniors in their 
seventies and eighties obliged to continue 
working remained below 12%. It clicked over 
13% for the first time in 2017, then 14% in 2018, 
then above 15% earlier this year. It gets worse, 
the recent ABS data also shows that under the 
Morrison Government Australia now has:
•  the all-time lowest proportion of full-time 

jobs,
• underemployment at an all-time record,
• the all-time high number of jobless women,
•  the highest number of unemployed youth this 

century,
•  the highest proportion ever of full-time  

students forced to work part-time,
•  record size of the public service – in numbers 

and as a percentage,
•  the worst decline in productivity growth 

since 1991,
• the worst long term jobless this century, and
•  the worst shrinkage in the labour force on 

record.
These stats are not just attributable to the 

pandemic. Most of these trends were evident 
before 2020. They have bolstered the view ex-
pressed increasingly in the independent media 
that the Morrison Government is the least 
competent at economic management since 
World War II. But that is not a story you'll read 
in the mainstream media.

Workers’ Share of 
Wealth Slumps to 
Record Low
by Alan Austin, Michael West Media 
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" Profits are currently increasing at 

four times the rate of wage rises"

The recent announcement of Kylea Tink as a 
candidate for North Sydney marks the first of 
many new independent candidates looking to 
join Helen Haines, Zali Steggall and Andrew 
Wilkie in a growing group of independent pol-
iticians in the lower house of Parliament. From 
Christian Porter’s seat of Pearce in the West, 
to Cowper in the East, there are 35 independ-
ent support groups established - and more 
popping up every week - covering almost 25% 
of eligible voters.

Many of the seats are safe seats. “This is 
no coincidence,” says former independent 
representative from the Indi electorate in 
Victoria, Cathy McGowan. “Because of the way 
our preference system works, independent 
candidates have a better chance of winning 
safe seats than seats closely contested by LNP 
and Labor.” Before McGowan won the Indi seat 
in the 2013 election, the seat had been held by 
a conservative party at every election since 
1931. McGowan won her seat with only 31% of 
the primary vote against incumbent Sophie 
Mirabella’s 44.7% and Labor’s 11.6%; preferenc-
es got her over the line, and she won again in 
2016. And when Helen Haines won Indi in 2019, 
it was the first time that an independent had 
been replaced by another, and not reverted to 
one of the major parties.

McGowan and Haines both attribute the 
election successes to the grass-roots organi-
sation that started it – Voices of Indi. A similar 

model was used by Zali Steggall in winning 
Warringah in 2019. The common denominators 
of their success; highlight to voters that the in-
cumbents were not always serving their needs 
or representing their views, but beholden to 
a party program instead. McGowan says the 
focus was on positive change and on issues 
voters cared about, avoiding the messages 
of fear, uncertainty, and doubt. Independent 
candidates in safe seats will often also get 
more of a hearing from disillusioned voters 
because safe seats tend to be overlooked for 
Government largesse, such as pork-barrelling, 
designed to entice votes.

Kylea Tink’s selection in North Sydney 
was a result of many months of community 
engagement, consultation and an open inter-
view process. The idea is to select candidates 
on the basis of their ability to engage with, 
and listen to, the constituents that they will 
represent in Parliament. A bit further north, in 
Paul Fletcher’s electorate of Bradfield, another 
group has just launched their candidate search 
after months of preparation by a group of vol-
unteers. Spokesperson for the group, Dr Kate 
Ahmad, says “we are looking for a determined 
and community minded person to represent 
our concerns around the ‘Four Cs’ – action on 
the Climate crisis, evident failings in the Covid 
response, the need for an ongoing Corruption 
inquiry and real Compassion across a range of 
social justice issues.”

Two other Sydney electorates who have 
recently formed groups are in Bennelong to 
challenge former tennis legend John Alexander, 
and a Voices of Berowra group forming to take 
on Julian Leeser. Cathy McGowan emphasises 
how the Voices Of candidates are committed 
to address each issue on merit. “Having a seat 
at the table makes all the difference,” she says, 
offering many examples of how independents 
help to improve legislation as it goes through 
the various stages of the Parliamentary process. 
     Over the last decade, the Australian people’s 
trust in their elected representatives has 
plummeted to new depths. The apathy of the 
electorate is more palpable than ever. A group 
of truly independent representatives holding 
the balance of power in both houses of Parlia-
ment may be the best hope we have to restore 
trust in our faltering democracy.

The “Voices Of” 
Movement Taking 
Hold Across Australia
by Kim Wingerei, Michael West Media

Helen Haines and Zali Steggall, Federal Independents



The Tawny Frogmouth Issue 11,  November 202124 25

Whether you’re vaccinated or have been in-
fected with COVID-19, you will have developed 
some level of immunity to this coronavirus, 
an immunity level that will vary compared 
to others and most definitely decline over 
time. A group of pioneering scientists from 
Brookvale have heeded the call they knew 
would come and have created a fast, high 
quality finger prick COVID-19 antibody test. 
This test delivers beyond just a yes/no result 
(i.e. antibodies are detected or they aren’t). 
This test – an Australian first - will actually 
measure a person’s current antibody level, 
thereby allowing people to know their degree 
of immunity to COVID-19.

The brains behind this new test are the 
Northern Beaches biotech company Cellabs, 
whom we first featured in our July 2021 issue.  
I sat down with Founder and Managing 
Director, Dr Tony Smithyman, and his 
innovative team to deep dive into this exciting 
development. 
How does this COVID-19 antibody test work? 
We take a finger prick of blood (picture A) 
which is then picked up on special filter paper 
(picture B), collected on each petal, and sent to 
the lab. The process takes under a minute to 
capture with results available overnight. This 
way of testing is very convenient and far less 
invasive than venous blood collection, which  
a lot of antibody tests employ. The filter paper 
method we’ve developed at Cellabs ensures the 
dried blood remains usable for months.

Are you seeing much demand for the test? 
Yes, there’s demand across the board. We’ve 
been asked to use this test for a project in 
Papua New Guinea for example, and you can 
imagine in places with remote villages, like 
Africa or South America, our tests will be 
immensely useful, allowing easy and fast col-
lection of blood samples, then with the dried 
blood remaining stable for months on our 
filter paper, we can provide the best results no 
matter what transport challenges may present 
themselves in remote regions. 
What is the magic antibody number? Our 
tests do measure precisely how high some-
one’s antibody levels are, but the exact number 
deemed ‘gold standard’ is still being decided 
upon among the world’s scientific community. 
We did anticipate this though, so we designed 
our test to be expressed in international 
antibody units traceable to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) International Standard.
Why does antibody testing matter? Billions 
of people have been or will be vaccinated, but 
the reality of waning immunity, breakthrough 
infections and booster shots will lead many 
people to seek and need antibody tests to 
determine how protected they in fact are. 
Studies around the world have confirmed 
antibody levels, particularly in those who’ve 
not been naturally infected, start to drop off 
quite sharply about 6 months from the date 
of the last vaccine shot. We’re all going to 
encounter this coronavirus at some stage. 
That’s the nature of these viruses. So, if it’s 
inevitable you’re going to meet the virus, then 
you want to be in the best position that you 
can, immunity-wise, when you encounter it.
When will your test be available? We’ve been 
working on the test kit for 20 months and are 
currently going through due process with 
the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA). 
Once accepted, this will be the first COVID-19 
antibody test kit manufactured and owned in 
Australia. This is so important, and one of the 
main reasons for creating this test was the fact 
that Australia wasn’t producing tests locally. 
We had to make every element ourselves, but 
now this experience can be used for other 
tests and Australia won’t be so dependent on 
overseas developers in the future.

Pic A: Finger prick Pic B: Cellabs filter paper

Visit www.cellabs.com.au to learn more

Just How Immune to 
Covid-19 Are You? 
by  Katie Cambridge featuring  Cellabs

The information provided in this article is for educational 
purposes only, and does not substitute for professional 
medical advice. Consult a medical professional or health-
care provider for medical advice, diagnoses, or treatment.

Do you love performing?
Dream of getting in front 
of the camera?
Want to earn some 
money?

We are looking for talented 
people of all ages and looks  
to join our acting agency. 
No previous experience 
necessary, just a willingness  
to work and a desire to have fun!

KFC, Zara, NAB, Yellowtail Wines, Panadol, Optus, Target, 
Blackmores, Arnotts, Westpac, NRMA, Woolworths, Dettol, 
Moccona, Crayola, Myer, McDonalds, Toyota, Officeworks,  

ANZ, Macquarie Uni, Telstra, IGA

Companies our talent have advertised for…

Creative Talent 
Australia

Live. Create. Perform

www.creativetalentaustralia.com.au

info@creativetalentaustralia.com.au  |  0414 457 673

www.b lackdev i l l e . com.au
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Australia’s
#1 Independent
Brokerage

We help Australians climb the property ladder with 

ease by simplifying the mortgage process and doing 

the legwork for you.

 

Shore Financial offers a revolutionary mortgage 

process with intelligent credit, with 15 minute formal 

approvals.

 

Our multi-award winning team have access to 

market leading interest rates, starting from 1.99%*.

 

We are accredited to negotiate with over 70 lenders 

on our panel, allowing us to provide you expert 

advice.

 

Being Australia’s #1 independent brokerage, we provide you with the scale, strength,

and experience to fight for the best deal and acquire it for you.

 

Take comfort in the fact that we are number one where it matters most.

Sales Associate

jamesleader@shorefinancial.com.au
0450 029 418

e:
m:

James Leader

Find Out How Much
You Can Borrow

Check Your
Loan Health

The Leading Lending Experts
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Our tasty Vegan Tikka Masala,  
approved by Sally.

30% off on your first order (code “TAWNY”)*
Rated 4.8/5, 993 reviews. Taste for yourself.

delidoor.com.au

This month’s cover artist is 
the Venezuelan-Australian, 
Caracas-born, Brooky-based, 
ever-smiling firecracker of 
abstract artistic Latina oomph 
and vivacity, Marisabel Gon-
zalez. When I first saw a sneak 
peek of the “Oh yeah!” cover 
artwork, I knew it was the 
perfect cover to guide us from 
lockdowns and into freedom. 

What’s your favourite beach 
on the Northern Beaches? 
Dee Why has always been 
close to my heart. We were 
welcomed here when we 
moved to Australia 14 years 
ago. My kids went to school in 
Dee Why and we lived there 
for many years. I’ve seen its 
community grow and change 
through the years and have 
developed beautiful friend-
ships in the area.
What’s the best thing about 
the Northern Beaches? Com-
munity, community, commu-
nity! Also, living in a holiday 
destination is a massive plus.

Local Artist... Marisabel Gonzalez
Interview by  Liam Carroll

What inspired your cover 
artwork? “Oh Yeah!” is part of 
my latest series of works and 
responds to moving my studio 
to the Brookvale industrial 
area. “Oh Yeah!” is a call to 
embrace the change and the 
challenge of moving out of 
our comfort zone. It’s a call to 
just do it!
What inspires you in general? 
I’m an artist, a mother, a wife, 
a doctor, a sonographer, a 
dog lover, and a big believer 
in things that are greater than 
us. Everything that I am and 
everything that surrounds me 
is channeled into my art.
How would you describe your 
art? Colourful abstracts.
How did you discover you 
had a gift for art? I don’t 
remember ever living without 
some form of art in my life. 
I was always good with my 
hands as a kid, and I enjoyed 
creating things. I would sew 
clothes and make gifts. Then 
as a teenager I started in the 
pottery wheel and took formal 

oil painting lessons. I was also 
good on the guitar!
Do you have a favourite part 
of the artistic process? For 
me the whole process is a 
wonderful and addictive ex-
perience. The beginning owes 
its beauty to the freedom 
that encompasses working 
on a blank canvas. This is the 
stage of endless possibilities, 
when my marks are very 
expressive and exhilarating. 
The middle layers require 
a lot of insight and quiet 
reflection. This provides a 
space for self-awareness and 
a back-and-forth questioning 
process. And finally the end 
is when the magic happens. 
It all comes together, and the 
feeling of completion is pretty 
rewarding.
What else are you working 
on at the moment? A new 
series which will be released 
very soon. Part of these works 
will be presented at different 
exhibitions during early 2022 
and part will be incorporated 
to my website and available 
for collection directly from 
my studio. I am also planning 
my Open Studio Day Series 
for 2022.
How can people buy and sup-
port your artwork? You can 
find my available works on  
my website www.marisabel 
gonzalez.com I also publish 
some on IG and Facebook  
@marisabelarte. Drop me a 
line if you are interested in 
anything. I LOVE working on 
commissions.
What advice would you give 
yourself as a young artist? 
“You can’t expect to eat the 
fruit the same day you plant 
the seed.” I’m a very impatient 
person. Sometimes I’d get 
frustrated in my journey when 
I didn’t see results quickly, 
but today I understand that if 
you put the effort in, results 
always come at the right time.

Marisabel and her art, anything but boring!

Congrats to Seaforth’s, Luca Weber, on his 
start-up microbusiness, Braille by Luca. The 
18year old has been blind from the age of 
two and has decided to make expert use of 
his skills to translate and emboss documents 
into Braille, including conversion of children’s 
books, signs and plaques for art galleries and 
museums, restaurant menus, stick-on labels 
for public buildings, and creating embossed, 
customised greeting cards (Birthday, Christ-
mas, Get Well, Thinking of You) for both 
vision-impaired and seeing people. 

The mission of his business is two-fold; To 
create a service for vision impaired people 
that can facilitate inclusivity for people with 
disabilities; To create awareness for the needs 
 of people who have no or limited vision. 

In collaboration with artist, Isobelle Blair, 
Luca has also launched a fundraiser for  
Afghanistan. The pair have released a  
seasonal greeting card featuring Isobelle’s 
moving artwork of an Afghan woman’s hands 

($10), and can come with a customised braille 
insert (for an extra $5). All profits go to the 
Afghanistan NGO, Emergency, who provide 
free, high quality health care via a network 
of war surgery hospitals and First Aid Posts 
across Afghanistan.

A Braille New World
by   Liam Carroll

'Afghan Hands' by Isobelle Blair, and Luca

To enquire, email braillebyluca@gmail.com 
and follow @braillebyluca  on Instagram 
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The Sydney housing market 
has raged in a Mad Max Fury 
Skyward, so much so that if 
you bought property a mere 
12months ago you’ve earned 
over $1k a day by simply 
sitting on your derrière and 
watching average values 
balloon nigh on $400k in 365 
days. Why? Daniel Archer ex-
plains supply is tight. Gordon 
Gecko knows greed is good. 
And, come what may, Larry 
Emdur will always preach with 
exuberance the price is right! 
But can any of these esteemed 
gents foresee whether median 
(MEDIAN!!) Sydney house 
prices closing in on $1.5million 
will be the top of the market 
or a very temporary radar blip 
on the flight higher? 

Well, I have a theory. When 
the former NSW Premier and 
current ICAC witness shut 
down the state on 26 June, 
open home showings were 
immediately limited to private 
inspections. This meant a 
monumental increase in real 
estate agents’ workloads, but 
it also robbed all would-be 
buyers of their most impor-
tant associate on the path to 
affordable bricks and mortar 
ownership: the nosy, loud-
mouthed, rubber-necking 
neighbour, stalking the open 
home to air all its dirty laun-
dry in earshot of everyone. 

You see, without this vital 
price-suppressing comrade, 
we’ve all been forced to make 
our own assessment on a 

Open Homes May Halt Spring Cleanouts
by Hugh G. Lee InndetteProperty

property’s worth. A task not 
helped by being showered 
throughout with glowing 
reports from the only person 
we’re allowed to share the 
experience with…the agent! 
It’s little wonder then that 
previously “UNSELLABLES” 
have been breaking records. 
Desperate wannabe home-
owners are being paraded 
mutton dressed up as lamb 
in secluded showings. What 
hope do they have?

It will be interesting to see 
how the “return to normal” 
unfurls, and if open inspec-
tions, stocked as they should 
be with rubber-neckers, will 
see a slowdown in agents 
clearing the decks of their 
previously unsellable stock. 

Danger, Satire!

fuses have not been updat-
ed. This back board is likely 
asbestos.
Pic. B: Super old school main 
switch (red dashed line) on an 
asbestos backing board which 
in this example has a warning 
label (red arrow)

dated in a long time and you 
will likely have an asbestos 
back panel. If you are going 
to upgrade your switchboard 
(which I highly recommend) 
then you should also ask your 
electrician to remove the pan-
el. If you don’t do it when the 
board is upgraded, then it will 
most likely never be done.
Pic. A: Old school main switch, 
single-phase (red dashed line). 
Note the switchboard is on a 
black back panel, as the main’s 
switch is old and ceramic 

How do I know if my switch-
board still has an asbestos 
panel? There are a few give-
aways to help you find out. If 
you have an old Main Switch, 
chances are that you also 
have an asbestos back panel. 
Sometimes these are labelled 
with a warning sticker, how-
ever this is not always the 
case, so it is best to ask your 
electrician to check for you.

If you still have ceramic 
fuses, then this indicates your 
switchboard hasn’t been up-

Ask a Sparky
with  Chris Pemberton

Queenscliff Sparky, Chris 
Pemberton of Local & 
Licensed Electrical, is 
onsite, answering your 
shocking queries.

Send in your electrifying 
questions for Chris to 

answer next month  
mail@thetawnyfrogmouth 

.com.au

Pic A. Old school main switch Pic B: Super old school main switch

CALL US NOW!
DO YOU WANT TO KNOW THE ANSWER?

SCAN TO BOOK
License #: 354716C @localandlicensed 

HOW DO I KNOW IF MY

SWITCHBOARD
STILL HAS AN ASBESTOS PANEL?

TECHNOLOGY 
LAW FIRM
Specialising in Patents, 
Trademarks, and  
Intellectual Property Strategy

info@forward-ip.com
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

November 2021 Tide Chart
Info  Bureau of Meteorology Tidal Centre

5
0244 0.26
0906 1.89
1530 0.19
2133 1.61

12
0351 1.25
0918 0.71
1546 1.58
2241 0.44

19
0230 0.48
0858 1.72
1528 0.42
2121 1.36

26
0143 1.17
0702 0.75
1331 1.55
2033 0.55

4
0203 0.25
0822 1.78
1439 0.26
2042 1.66

11
0239 1.24
0802 0.68
1434 1.66
2140 0.41

18
0200 0.46
0825 1.68
1451 0.45
2044 1.39

25
0048 1.19
0610 0.72
1242 1.60
1938 0.54

6
0327 0.29
0952 1.96
1625 0.17
2227 1.53

13
0455 1.31
1032 0.69
1654 1.53
2332 0.44

20
0300 0.51
0930 1.74
1604 0.41
2200 1.33

27
0243 1.19
0805 0.77
1430 1.51
2130 0.53

7
0412 0.36
1042 1.97
1721 0.18
2323 1.43

14
0548 1.39
1140 0.64
1751 1.50

21
0332 0.54
1004 1.75
1642 0.41
2238 1.29

28
0346 1.24
0915 0.76
1532 1.49
2223 0.48

1
0003 0.43
0616 1.38
1204 0.59
1816 1.60

8
0500 0.45
1132 1.94
1820 0.24

15
0016 0.44
0633 1.47
1239 0.59
1841 1.47

22
0407 0.58
1040 1.73
1721 0.44
2318 1.26

29
0444 1.34
1026 0.70
1637 1.50
2311 0.43

2
0044 0.35
0659 1.51
1258 0.47
1905 1.65

9
0023 1.34
0554 0.54
1228 1.87
1925 0.31

16
0055 0.44
0714 1.55
1329 0.53
1925 1.45

23
0444 0.63
1116 1.70
1802 0.47

30
0534 1.46
1132 0.61
1737 1.52
2357 0.38

3
0123 0.29
0740 1.65
1348 0.36
1953 1.67

10
0128 1.27
0654 0.62
1328 1.76
2033 0.37

17
0129 0.44
0751 1.62
1412 0.48
2005 1.42

24
0001 1.22
0524 0.67
1157 1.65
1848 0.51
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New moon
First Quarter
Full Moon
Last Quarter

Who's this, Dad?

Tessa and Jeremy of Beechworth, Victoria 
caught a glimpse of a mysterious creature, 
swooping down to perch on their roof at dusk. 
This majestic bird was a tawny frogmouth and 
we are sad to say, a lonely soul. 

The forlorn tawny frogmouth was oom-
oom’ing a heartfelt cry to the moon, and 
Jeremy realised that the dead bird wing he'd 
discovered a week earlier must have belonged 
to the dearly departed husband of the sad 
nightjar before him.

As if knowing intuitively there was comfort 
to be found in Jeremy's softly greying curls, 
the tawny frogmouth initiated human contact, 
landing on Jeremy’s head. Whether it was the 
promise of a new warm nest or a potential new 
lover, the tawny groomed and nuzzled, finding 
refuge in his head of hair.

For weeks now, the bond between Jeremy 
and “Bingami” (indigenous word for tawny 
frogmouth) has grown. Each night the “oom-
ooms” of Bingami summon Jeremy to the back-
yard, only for Bingami to bask a few minutes in 
his follicular nest embrace before returning to 
the night, stronger, rejuvenated, still grieving, 
but coming to terms with the loss. 

We wish Bingami well in finding a new mate 
of her own species. 

A Healing Head of Hair
by   Liam Carroll

0434614760  |  www.koalafiedplumbing.com 

Blocked drains • Maintenance • Renovations 
New Installations & Alterations

We take pride in our work!

 Lic No. 301153C
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with everything else in life, she was right.” 
The urban farming approach meant Séan 

and Marco could base their agriculture HQ 
in Manly, surrounded by tens of thousands of 
customers within a few kilometres. Ideal for 
decreasing food miles, even better for ensuring 
supreme nutritional value of their produce. 

“30% of a food’s vitamins are lost with-
in 3 days,” explains Séan. “And on average in 
Australia, it’s at least 9 days from the time 
of picking before people eat the food they’re 
getting from major outlets. We deliver a living 
product! Your vegies are literally still in the soil 
up until the moment you cut off what you want 
to eat.” 

Having only been in business a short while, 
Manly Microgreens Co. is quickly proving a 
hit; For parents of kids who don’t want to eat 
their greens, the fact microgreens have 40x 
the nutrition of mature veggies means parents 
need only convince their little angels to have 
1/40th of the amount. A huge bargaining chip 
at dinner time negotiations; For those who 
want maximum nutrient value from their food, 
microgreens are unbeatable; And for anyone 
who appreciates beauty, you’ll be hard pressed 
to find a better way to adorn your kitchen 
than the Manly Microgreens Co. packaging - 
nutritious produce in plastic-free, soil-laden, 
paper-based, home-delivered pots.

While it’s great to have happy customers, 
growing in number every week, a fantastic 
situation for every start-up business, Marco 
and Séan are also finding tremendous satisfac-
tion in having backed their decision to leave 
their former professional roles. “We set out to 
do this because we truly did want to get our 
hands dirty,” Séan reasons. “And dedicating 
our time and energy to producing living plants 
for maximum flavour and nutrition, it’s so 
rewarding.” 

It’s taken a huge amount of hard work to 
get up and running, but Séan and Marco are 
now able to help people change their lives for 
the better by the food they eat, microgreens 
packed with goodness. And their customers 
can rest safe in the knowledge that when their 
food is sourced from Manly Microgreens Co. 
that it’s plastic, pesticide and chemical free, 
and no food is wasted, Séan and Marco grow 
only what their customers order.

When you think of cutting-edge, innova-
tive business ideas, unless you’re an ancient 
Egyptian, it’s unlikely your first thought will be 
of toiling the earth to produce precious agri-
cultural goods. Farming’s thousands of years 
old. We’ve got it pretty much sorted, yeah? 
Well, no. Far from it in fact. 

Thanks to the startling degradation of 
global soils via mammoth-scale unsustainable 
farming practices, and the monster food miles 
associated with getting produce from the 
ground to your plate, in 2021 we find ourselves 
inundated with drought-prone farming land, 
our “fresh” produce armed with alarmingly low 
nutrient levels, and we’re reliant on a minute 
group of multinationals to provide us with our 
food. This is not a healthy state of affairs.

Enter this month’s Silicon Brooky feature, 
Manly Microgreens Co. Founded by Séan 
Newman and Marco Poggi. “We both discov-
ered the problems caused by global soil deg-
radation and farming mismanagement around 
the same time,” says Marco. “Not only were we 
deeply concerned, but we both wanted to get 
our hands dirty and make a change.” 

Marco’s expertise is in the corporate arena. 
Séan’s career is in construction. They’ve both 
left strong professional positions to establish 
Manly Microgreens Co., fully committing to 
making the changes in the world they them-
selves want to see. 

“Our original plan was to buy a 20hectare 
farm, but property prices went ballistic, the 
economics simply didn’t’ stack up,” recalls 
Marco. “From the outset my wife said urban 
farming was the way to approach this. Like 

Manly Microgreens Co.
by   Liam CarrollInnovation: Silicon Brooky

Check out Manly Microgreens Co.  
www.manlymicrogreensco.com.au  
Follow @manlymicrogreensco on Ig

A pot of Manly Microgreens packs the same 
nutritional punch as a plate of broccoli florets
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When I worked as a financial analyst at 
Macquarie Bank in the late 90’s, there was a 
particularly gruelling professional qualification 
that we were encouraged to go for, called the 
CFA, that many attempted, and few succeeded. 
I read this week that 140,000 people have 
sat the exam this year, and only 35% have 
passed. And the number of people with the 
qualification has increased seven-fold in 20 
years. Why tell you this? Well, consider all 
the financial professional horsepower looking 
for opportunities in investment markets, all 
day, every day. Are you the sort of retiree who 
wants to compete with that? Is this the best 
way to spend your retirement?  

If you think you should do something 
with your savings, besides leaving money to 
languish in the bank, there’s a range of very 
effective (and relatively cheap) ways to get your 
money working harder. Huge sums of money 
are managed by teams of highly qualified peo-
ple. This is something you can take advantage 
of. Spending hours looking over investment 
data yourself is also likely not a great use of 
your time, and it could even work against you 
making a return on your savings. If doing this 
makes you happy, go for it, otherwise, give the 
money over to experts.

While it is easier than ever to have your 
money invested with expertise and at low 

cost, you still have plenty of work to do. A 
networked and numerate investment genius 
doesn’t know how much you need to fund your 
retirement, nor will they help you establish 
a plan to have a good time and worry less. 
They won’t be tracking opportunities to place 
more money into super if you sell your house, 
keeping you in the loop of upcoming changes 
to make contributions to super as you age, 
or looking for more cost-effective ways of 
managing your savings. Neither can they work 
out your eligibility for the age pension, how 
this may change over time as your situation 
changes. An investment genius probably 
doesn’t have an eye on aged care options near 
you or your children and how you might keep 
this contingency in your plans. 

Nearly half of the Northern Beaches 
population over 66 gets a full or part age 
pension (that’s close to 19,000 people), and 
about 8,500 Northern Beaches residents have 
a Commonwealth Seniors Health Card. That 
is a lot of people interacting with the system 
of government. And if you are taking full 
advantage of all entitlement options available, 
an age pensioner has access to at least another 
25 rebates, subsidies, offsets, schemes, or 
outright freebies. So, it clearly makes great 
financial sense to be fully up to speed with all 
these savings possibilities. You won’t find this 
in the finance section of the newspaper.

Keeping this organised, helping you get all 
you are entitled to, and letting you know what 
rules apply to you (instead of just pointing 
you to the rulebook) - is the financial advisor 
analysis that is the most helpful and instantly 
applicable.

Brendan Ryan's Investment 
Tip: Give yourself the BBQ 
test; Ask yourself what you 
are doing with your money 
and why - if you can’t answer 
in just a few sentences (and 
sentences that make sense), 

then you have work to do. Next tip - don’t 
delay on getting started.

Retirement can be this easy with the right help

Spend Your Retirement 
Wisely 
by  Brendan Ryan, Certified Financial Planner

For independent retirement and financial 
advice, visit laterlifeadvice.com.au  

You can contact Brendan by email  
brendan@laterlifeadvice.com.au  

or call him on 0412 181 031
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Over the last 30 years, the UN has been 
bringing almost every country together for 
global climate summits, COPs (‘Conference 
of the Parties’). This year’s COP, the 26th 
annual summit, takes place in Glasgow. (As 
you’re reading this, COP26 is underway, and is 
arguably the most pivotal COP for the future 
of the planet). Finance is a key part of the 
COP26 agenda, alongside individual countries’ 
net-zero commitments, and plans to protect 
communities and habitats already being affect-
ed by climate change, because these will need 
investment. 

The Government will need to play its part 
in developing credible climate plans (like 
Zali’s Climate Act Bill for example), but we will 
also need to unleash the trillions of dollars in 
private sector finance. As the world divests 
from high emissions-intensity companies and 
industries, their value is diminishing, so as 
an investor it makes sense to invest in future 
focussed, sustainable businesses, and the best 
possible returns for superannuation funds may 
indeed be in ethical investment portfolios.

We’re already seeing that investment 
returns in these funds lead the market, so it 
would seem a win-win for investors to drive 
positive social and environmental outcomes 
whilst maximising returns. The Responsible 
Investing Association 
of Australia (www.responsibleinvestment.org) 
defines a spectrum from light green to deep 
green - see table opposite. They have also 
published the responsible investment leaders 
– and with the leading funds seeing 15x the 
growth of the non-leaders, you’ll be in good 
company if you decide to make the change.

Keeping it Cool with 
Green Investment
by  Maria Loyez, Australian Ethical

Australian Ethical is Australia's original 
ethical investment manager and a RIAA 
responsible investing leader Visit www.

australianethical.com.au and make your 
money matter!

*This is general information only and does not take account 
of your individual investment objectives, financial situation 
or needs. Before acting on it, consider its appropriateness to 
your circumstances. You should consider seeking advice from 
an authorised financial adviser before making an investment 
decision. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future 
performance. 

Most impact

Least impact

ESG integration  
Inclusion of environmental, social and 
governance factors into the investment 
decision-making process BUT this analysis 
is economic not value-based so you can’t 
be sure that these funds don’t support 
carbon intensive industries.
Negative screening 
Excluding certain sectors or companies 
from a fund based on specific ESG criteria 
(e.g. fossil fuels, tobacco, armaments, etc). 
Check that the fund doesn’t invest in any 
companies that don’t align with your values
Corporate engagement 
and shareholder action 
Using shareholder power to influence 
corporate behaviour, through corporate 
engagement, filing shareholder proposals, 
and proxy voting that is guided by ESG 
principles. You should be able to find  
out how your fund engages and their 
voting records.
Positive screening 
Intentionally including positive solutions in 
an investment portfolio or targeting 
companies or industries assessed to have 
better ESG performance relative to 
benchmarks or peers.
Sustainability 
themed investing   
Investment in themes by creating a 
portfolio from companies involved in 
certain areas that you want to support or 
you predict will generate above-market 
returns over the long term.  Sustainablity 
examples include safe and accessible water, 
sustainable agriculture, green buildings, 
lower carbon tilted portfolio, community 
programs, however these themes can result 
in reduced investment diversity and 
increased risk.
Impact investing   
Investments made with the intention to 
generate positive, measurable social and 
environmental impact alongside a financial 
return, but often require long-term 
commitments and significant minimum 
investment values. 



The Tawny Frogmouth Issue 11,  November 202138 39

It’s easy to feel a sense of being overwhelmed 
as we digest the constant reports on the 
devastating toll humankind is having on Planet 
Ocean. From the IPCC Report labelling human-
ity at a “code red” on climate; marine ‘heat-
waves’ killing over one billion aquatic creatures 
in the Pacific Northwest; plastic pollution 
increasing during the global pandemic and 
hard-hitting documentaries like Seaspiracy 
revealing the devastating toll of industrial scale 
fishing on the fragile world beneath the waves. 

But thankfully, local Manly-based non- 
profit, Ocean Impact Organisation (OIO),  
is taking the great ocean challenges into their 
own hands and showing that making a positive 
impact on our ‘blue’ planet can also make a  
big, positive impact on the ‘blue’ economy,  
the climate, and beyond. 

Founded by entrepreneur Nick Chiarelli 
and environmentalist Tim Silverwood 
(ex-CEO of Take 3 for the Sea), OIO’s mission 
is to support and accelerate ‘ocean impact’ 
businesses - those that positively impact the 
ocean. For the Founders of OIO there is “no 
time to waste” in radically increasing the speed 
of new innovations and investment to help 
transform ocean health. 

“We developed OIO to help people start, 
grow and invest in businesses that positively 
impact the ocean,” says Chiarelli who has 
worked with startups for most of his career. 

“I’d seen all manner of startup accelerators 
and incubators emerge for specific areas like 
FinTech, MedTech, RegTech etc but nothing 
existed for the ocean,” Chiarelli says of the 
origins of OIO. “Given how fundamentally  
important a healthy ocean is to our own 
survival, I saw a gaping hole and a huge 
opportunity for Australia to become a global 
leader in accelerating scalable ocean solutions.” 

OIO Co-founder Tim Silverwood, who has 
worked in ocean conservation for close to 15 
years, is similarly inspired by the power of in-
novation and ‘good business’ to help the ocean. 
“We’re well past the point where anyone can 
ignore the devastating toll that we as humans 
are having on the planet. We know what the 
problems are and we know that solutions exist 
- we should be throwing everything we’ve 
got at innovative solutions, and fast!” said 
Silverwood.

 On Tuesday 12 October, OIO announced 
the twelve Finalists for The Ocean Impact 
Pitchfest 2021. Now in its second year, The 
Ocean Impact Pitchfest is proving that abun-
dant ocean solutions exist and that investor 
appetite to support ocean impact is increasing. 
This year also saw the debut of the HP 
Generation Impact Incubator, a new program 
for young (35 and under) innovators residing 
in Australia with a great idea to improve ocean 
health. 

The twelve Pitchfest finalists were shortlist-
ed from over 200 applications received from 
45 countries and judged by a multidisciplinary 
panel of experts. 

The Finalists are (in alphabetical order): 
Ace Aquatec (UK), Aquaai (Norway), Atlantic 
Sea Farms (USA), Better Packaging Co. (New 
Zealand), Firetail Robotics (Australia), Great 
Wrap (Australia), Litterati (USA), Matter. (UK), 
nextProtein (France), Pinovo (Norway), Saathi 
(India) and Sea Forest (Australia)

The Winner and Runners Up will be 
announced on 4 November 2021, with $150,000 
in cash prizes up for grabs and $150,000 of 
additional products and support from OIO  
and their partners. 

OIO’s goal is to accelerate 100 ocean 
startups in 5 years and play a key role in the 
emerging global mission to accelerate 1,000 
ocean startups in 10 years. 

OIO foundersTim Silverwood and Nick Chiarelli

Local Organisation 
Pioneering Innovation 
for a Healthy Ocean 
by  Bel Craven

For more info about OIO or Pitchfest 2021, 
visit www.ocean-impact.org  

and follow them on @oceanimpactorg

I have spent the better part 
of 60 years living, playing and 
working in one of the most 
beautiful areas of one of the 
most beautiful cities in the 
world – the northern beaches 
of Sydney. As a child, I explored 
 the bushland around Dobroyd 
with my brothers; as a 
teenager, I surfed the beaches 
with my friends; as a parent, 
I walked and swam in the 
national parks; and now, in 
retirement, I still find joy in all 
of these places spending time 
with my friends and family.

So it is with regret that I 
say so much of the natural 
beauty of the area, the native 
flora and fauna I knew as a 
child, has been lost through 
over-development and poor 
planning. I can’t remember 
the last time I saw a koala in 
the bush, and the wallabies 
that were so numerous in the 
forest are a rare sight now 
– mostly road kill. Lantana, 
asparagus fern and morning 
glory cover the ground and 
smother the native bush; 
and where did all the finches 
go? and the slow, sleepy blue 
tongues?

Australia is now a world 
leader for mammal extinction 

and is in the top 10 for 
deforestation. Australia’s con-
tribution to greenhouse gases 
per capita is only slightly less 
than the USA and twice that 
of China. The underwhelming 
response of our government 
to the Kyoto Agreement to 
reduce greenhouse gases 
and their insufficient Paris 
Agreement target for climate 
change is frankly embarrass-
ing. This disregard for our 
environment is reflected in 
the reluctance of the Hon. 
Keith Pitt MP, Member for 
Hinkler, Queensland, to 
stop the revival of expired 
Petroleum Permit 11 Bill 
(PEP11) which would see fossil 
fuel drilling platforms off the 
coast of NSW, not only being 
a source of pollution but also 
interfering with the annual 
whale migration along our 
coast.

In October 2020 an 
independent review of 
the Federal Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC) 
by Professor Graeme Samuel 
states that “the Australian 
natural environment and 
iconic places are in an overall 
state of decline and under 

Linda asks 'how much development can our headlands take'?

Environmental Protection Law
by  Linda Hodge, The Wilderness Society (Northern Beaches)

increasing threat”. Professor 
Samuel concluded that the 
EPBC in its current form is 
ineffective and is not fit to 
address current or future 
environmental challenges. 
Planning, funding and deci-
sions are not well integrated 
or directed towards achieving 
long-term environmental 
sustainability. He predicts that 
changes in land use, loss of 
animal habitats, feral animals, 
invasive plant species and 
climate change mean that the 
decline will continue unless 
changes are made.

Samuel has recommended 
an overhaul of the EPBC 
including a new National 
Environmental Standards to 
be the centrepiece of reform 
on the environmental law. 
He has also recommended 
consultation with indigenous 
Australians, comprehensive 
expert advice, full transpar-
ency, independent auditing, 
legal review, high quality data, 
strong independent compli-
ance and enforcement, as well 
as comprehensive monitoring, 
evaluation and reporting on 
environmental outcomes. 
Right now the senate is 
deciding on whether or not 
to support the strengthening 
of the EPBC as recommended 
by Professor Samuel, or 
weaken it by ignoring his 
recommendations and passing 
on all the responsibility to the 
states without a strong set of 
nationally binding standards.

The overwhelming majority 
of Australians treasure the 
uniqueness of our animals and 
plants and want to continue 
to enjoy the natural treasures 
of this amazing country. We 
should do everything we can 
to ensure that our politicians 
know that we need strong 
environmental protection 
laws and that we support the 
Samuel report.
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State and federal politics secure the lion’s 
share of the media limelight and public atten-
tion, but a strong local council is critical to a 
strong and vibrant community. I interviewed 
Candy Bingham, the Northern Beaches’ 
Deputy Mayor, to find out more about Local 
Council. 
What’s your connection to the Northern 
Beaches? I’m a third generation Manly-ite. 
My grandfather moved here from Katoomba 
in the early 1900’s. The family ran butcher 
shops, James Brothers Butchers. My mother 
was very active in the community, involved 
with Meals on Wheels and Manly Hospital for 
over 40years. Community involvement was 
always a huge part of my family life, and for 
me personally, I fell in love with the Manly 
boardwalk and Harbour Pool, and the rite of 
passage to swim out to the pontoon – some-
thing I hope to bring back to Manly soon! 
How did you first become interested in poli-
tics? I ran a PR company for 20years, and  
I was approached in 1987 by the then oppo-
sition leader to lead the campaign to get him 
elected as Lord Mayor of Sydney. We got him 
elected as Sydney’s Lord Mayor and we got 
married too! It was quite the welcome  
to politics.
And suddenly you were the Lady Mayoress 
of Sydney! Exactly, and at that time, 1989-
91, Sydney had a very serious problem with 

street kids. I decided to use my new title to 
its full power. No one knew me, but I realised 
I could utilise being “Sydney’s Lady Mayoress” 
to open doors, getting Ita Buttrose on board 
and Siimon Reynolds (creator of the Grim 
Reaper ads) agreed to do the advertising 
campaign. The campaign’s fundraiser raised a 
million dollars in one night! That was the first 
time that had ever been done. Homelessness 
and child abuse remain huge and ongoing 
challenges, but I realised in the process of 
that grassroots campaign just how powerful 
people are to get together and solve critical 
issues, as well as what a difference an official 
title can make to bolster the process. 
What makes a good local councillor? Passion 
for your community. If that’s not there, you’re 
wasting your time. A good local council-
lor listens to the community. A great local 
councillor tests their ideas and gauges the 
community reaction as to whether indeed 
it’s good or bad, adjusting accordingly to 
ensure maximum community satisfaction. 
An exceptional local councillor has complete 
integrity, is very clear about their vision, what 
they stand for and backs it up always in their 
actions.
We have elections coming up on  
4 December. What do you think goes 
through a voter’s mind in the booth? The 
main thing most voters are thinking is, hey,  
I better make sure I vote or else I’ll get fined! 
But secondary to that, a lot of people don’t 
know who their local representative is. Coun-
cillors must be active in their community, 
building up their credibility through persis-
tent hard work. I’m on several committees 
across all aspects of community safety to 
saving the Manly Ferries to running “Primary 
Ethics” courses in Manly Village Public School 
which teach the kids critical thinking and 
ethical decision making. I get great satis-
faction from being active in these groups, 
but I feel that level of dedication is the bare 
minimum to ensure people see my ongoing 
commitment to the community and believe I 
am a great representative for them and their 
interests.
Do you have a pearl of wisdom that helps 
keep you focused? My adage has always been, 
“I alone can do it, but I cannot do it alone”.  
At the end of the day, I have to put in the time 
and the effort, but I can’t achieve great things 
alone. I’ve got to be part of a team, listen to 
others, encourage others, be encouraged by 
them too, then great results will follow.

Zen and the Art of... 
Local Council

by   Liam CarrollCareers

Candy Bingham, Good for Manly
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Scout is a Matchmaker and Relationship Educator.
To learn more about her upcoming dating workshops visit 

www.schoolofconnectionsydney.com

While most of us like to think 
we are generally virtuous 
and honest people, living and 
relating with integrity is often 
much harder in real life. Hon-
esty isn’t black and white, it’s 
a spectrum; brutally honest 
sits on the far left, omission in 
the middle and deceit and ly-
ing being down the right end. 
Every time we open our gobs, 
our honesty falls somewhere 
on that line. 

100% honesty all the time 
isn’t practical. We’d probably 
end up single, jobless and 
with a whole mess of burned 
bridges and problems. The 
idea of the spectrum is to get 
you to reflect on the extent to 
which you are being honest.

Honesty and integrity go 
hand and hand, and often they 
coincidence with hard con-
versations. While distraction 
and avoidance are handy 
short term fixes, not having 
hard conversations can sig-
nificantly impact our mental 
health, physical health and 

psychological well-being.  
Is there a hard conversation 
that you need to have with 
someone in your life? If so,  
the formula below can help 
you navigate just that.  
The formula for having hard 
conversations: 
1. ASK – Do you have the ca-
pacity for a (insert adjective) 
conversation?
2. SET-UP – I want to tell you 
something
3. EXPLAIN – I haven’t told 
you yet because I’m afraid…
4. SUGGEST – What I’d like  
to happen is…
5. DELIVER – What I want  
to say is…
6. THANK – Thanks for taking 
the time to listen…
7. RE-VALUE – I really  
appreciate our relationship.  
It means a lot to me…

So, what’s the method to 

the madness? Remember the 
last time somebody just 
dropped a massive bomb on 
you and you weren’t prepared? 
Not good, right. When we 
need to have hard conversa-
tions, we owe it to our loved 
ones to pay them some simple 
respects. We should check in 
with them and make sure they 
are emotionally regulated, 
have time and capacity, and 
give them a moment to settle 
in. In order to get the best 
possible outcome, set up an 
emotional container. 

Once you have their full 
attention, let them know 
why it hasn’t come up before. 
Many hard conversations 
go pear shaped because the 
listener reacts and gets angry 
about possible lying or omis-
sion that has gone on before. 
This is your opportunity to 
be authentic and vulnerable. 
The more vulnerable you are, 
the more likely it is that your 
listener will lean in with em-
pathy and compassion rather 
than aggression, hostility and 
judgment.

Give them a desired 
outcome so you both have 
something to work towards, 
and then deliver the thing 
you want to say. Be humble, 
express gratitude, and make 
your listener feel valued and 
appreciated. It’s hard to show 
up on both sides of a hard 
conversation so the easier we 
can make it for everyone, the 
better. Remember that this 
formula is not fool proof and 
there will be hiccups along 
the way, but at least you have 
a practical framework to fall 
back on. Here’s to strong 
relationships built on trust, 
honesty and integrity. Cheers!

Honesty & Hard Conversations 
by   Scout Smith-O’LearyThe Love Scout

Don't be flighty. An honest chat will have the best outcome.

Surely everybody loves the 
Jacaranda trees whose glo-
rious lavender haze adorns 
our suburbs in October/No-
vember. What kind of twisted 
fool could ever diss them? 
Well, here’s my exasperated 
gripe. These South American 
imports are an illusion of 
beauty. We’ve been seduced 
by their enticing colour. Jac-
arandas are to biodiversity 
what Barbara Cartland is to 
literature, all saccharine and 
no substance.

Over time, Sydneysiders 
have inexorably removed the 
city’s majestic Eucalypts and 
Angophoras (which provide 
vital food and habitat for our 
wildlife) and replaced them 
with these “bludger trees” 
which offer nothing to the 
environment but human eye 
candy. It’s now got to the 
stage where deluded indi-
viduals even book cruises to 
view the Jacarandas around 
Sydney Harbour…as if they 
were a natural phenomenon!

Sadly, Jacarandas have be-
come ubiquitous from Avalon 
to Zetland (and everywhere 
in between). In South Africa’s 
Pretoria, they’ve “wised up”. 

The “Jacaranda City” (featur-
ing 55,000 such trees) has 
now classified these purple 
pests as an “invasive alien 
plant” due to its destructive 
root system and thirst for 
water. You can tell I’m not a 
fan of Jacarandas but don’t 
get me started on Agapan-
thus ... another introduced 
purple pollutant that seems 
to be the unimaginative 
“plant of choice” for McMan-
sion dwellers everywhere.

The Agapanthus was 
enthusiastically promoted by 
controversial TV Gardener, 
Don Burke, but it’s actually 
an invasive weed from South 
Africa that can spread into 
bushland and overwhelm 
native species. It’s been 
said that if our great city 
hadn’t been plonked on top 
of Farm Cove, the Sydney 
environs could have become 
Australia’s most spectacular 
National Park. After all, our 
region contains over 2,000 
native plant species, many 
more than in the entire U.K. 
But since Captain Cook first 
landed, we’ve been decimat-
ing the natural vegetation at 
warp speed. Walk down any 

Jacaranda Trees, Sydney

Purple Makes Me See Red...
By  Malcolm FisherMal's Wild Side

suburban street and, chances 
are, you’ll find not one blade 
of remnant native grass. 

If the odd “native” flower 
does appear, chances are it 
is not an indigenous species 
but a hybridised product 
of the horticulture indus-
try, with a name such as 
“coconut ice” or “peaches 
and cream”. It’s these kinds 
of cultivars that provide an 
unnatural, but bountiful, 
food supply for Noisy Min-
ers, identified as being the 
world’s most aggressive ter-
ritorial bird. They’ve chased 
virtually every other avian 
species out of town!

Tim Low in his book 
“Feral Future” argues that 
gardening has done more to 
harm Australia’s environment 
than mining. It has certainly 
contributed greatly to the in-
troduction of the more than 
3,000 weed species which 
have become established 
in Australia at a cost to the 
economy of over $5 billion 
per annum (in terms of lost 
agricultural production and 
biodiversity impacts). In 
NSW, invasive weeds now 
make up a massive 21 per 
cent of the state’s total flora.

Even many local Councils 
are complicit in the “geno-
cide” of indigenous species, 
especially in our streets-
capes. Why would they want 
to plant locally endemic 
Banksias when they could 
choose, hay fever induc-
ing, London Plane Trees or 
American Liquidambars with 
invasive roots?

The original Sydney 
flora is diverse, beautiful, 
climatically hardy, needs no 
fertilizers or pesticides and 
supports our fauna. To plant 
these purple monstrosities  
is not just staggeringly 
boring, it’s…dare I say it? 
Un-Australian!PH
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We Need to Talk About  
Grand Final Entertainment

by   Digby RobinsonMusic with Digz

AFL and NRL Grand Finals 
are two of the most watched 
events in Australia. Sport 
maintains a huge priority in 
Australian culture, and is one 
of the few times the music 
industry rides on its coat-
tails and the industry gets to 
showcase the best of its vi-
brant and diverse talent. This 
is why it always confuses me 
when it is used as a time for 
a major music label, let’s call 
them PONY, to promote some 
tired old acts that have played 
on Australian music stations 
since the 70s. Adding insult 
to injury, these performers 
throw in a cover of an even 
older, more established band 
to ensure the label can cash 
in on even more of its already 
well-funded back catalogue. 
Why not just hold up a sign 
at half time saying "please 
stream these old artists to 
help fund their divorces".

Let’s take a look at how the 

USA has essentially perfected 
this model at the Superbowl. 
Every year millions tune in 
to the Superbowl, and if you 
are one of the few that don’t, 
there’s a good chance you’ve 
at least jumped on YouTube to 
check out the halftime show. 
It is one of the main talking 
points of the game since MJ 
turned it into a spectacle in 
the early 90s. The major play-
ers realised what a valuable 
marketing tool it could be for 
their artists and have now 
turned it into a money spin-
ner for anyone who is due for 
a brand-new album release. 
Even J Lo used it as a platform 
to launch her latest movie in 
2020. They also ensure that 
the artist they choose is ca-
pable of entertaining such an 
enormous crowd, by having 
larger than life choreography 
or huge energy. 

The halftime show spreads 
around the internet like 

wildfire for better or worse, 
and this is why the artists 
are happy to do it for free, 
it simply prints them money 
in sales. To keep things safe 
and ensure the older or more 
football focused crowd are 
enjoying themselves they will 
throw in a more established 
band at the end to legitimise 
any of the younger artists 
they may have gambled on 
that year. See Bruno Mars feat 
RHCP. It’s probably the best 
half time show of all time. 
This is the order that it should 
be done, not the other way 
around.

Australian labels on the 
other hand find themselves 
stuck in a vicious cycle of 
refusing to push and promote 
any new truly entertaining 
(stadium worthy) music in fear 
of it not pleasing the masses. 
This results in never exposing 
anyone to this wonderful new 
sound and no one wanting to 
see them at half time. 

Over two Grand Final 
weekends, only one artist out 
of six had music released in 
the last ten years. TEN YEARS! 
I could understand if it was 
a case of these artists being 
undeniably the best in the 
business, but these perfor-
mances were uninspiring 
at best. Baker Boy was the 
best of the bunch and even 
he wasn’t devoid of having a 
Kylie Minogue sample in their 
first number, it seems to be 
unescapable.

This is a small part of a 
much larger problem in the 
Australian music industry 
when it comes to  up and 
coming artists. They just don’t 
seem to care about them, 
unless PONY themselves have 
sunk a huge amount of money 
into them or until the artist 
has proven themselves over-
seas, but by then it’s just  
a bit too late.

Playing it safe won't amp up the crowd

Lockdown is ending and this month’s picks 
will have you basking in freedom: you’ll be cast 
away, spirited away and blown away!

Blown Away 
Two seasons streaming on Netflix  
Ten aspiring glass-blowers all look to shape 
their destiny! This new competition show 
will hook you in with its fast pace, eccentric 
characters and, of course, the glass! It’s truly 
astonishing the level of artistry, creativity and 
craft on display in every episode as this simple 
material is transformed into awe-inspiring 
masterpieces! Watching this show is like being 
in a glass blower's hotshop: intense, exhilarat-
ing and strangely addictive!

Spirited Away 
Streaming on Netflix
Chihiro journeys through an other-worldly 
bathhouse inhabited by strange and wonderful 
spirits to try and rescue her parents. On her 
way she meets multi-limbed Yubaba, helps a 
distressed river spirit and goes on a magical 
train journey with the mysterious No Face, 
finding her courage along the way. This Studio 
Ghibli classic features sublime animation, 
magical sequences and a subtle message of 
environmentalism. Strange, soothing and won-
derful in every way, this film is an utter delight!
 
Cast Away 
Streaming on Stan
‘We live and we die by time.’ These words 
spoken by FedEx executive Chuck Noland at 
the beginning of Cast Away echo long after the 
credits roll. Chuck soon finds himself deserted 
on a remote island after his plane crashes - 
with only a volleyball to keep him company and 
nothing but time. Tom Hanks is brilliant, Wil-
son is iconic and their story is poetic cinema 
that will have you savour every second of life!

Inspired by the beautifully shaped glass of 
Blown Away, the tropical island of Cast Away 
and the mystical Spirited Away we are creating 
a spectacular dessert: Pavlova Domes!

Pavlova Domes to  
Blow You Away

Food

Film

by  Christopher Roberts @filmandfoodpodcast

Ingredients (makes six domes): 
Pavlova
6 pavlova rounds 
300ml pure cream  
3 passion fruits
1 punnet strawberries

Sugar Domes
350gm isomalt crystals
50gm water 
A candy thermometer, a 6-dome mold  
and a cookie cutter 

Method:
1. Combine isomalt crystals and water in a 
medium saucepan. Cook over medium heat 
without stirring until the mixture dissolves and 
reaches 160 degrees. Immediately remove from 
heat and pour into a glass measuring jug, let 
cool until it reaches 120 degrees. 
2. Spray cooking oil onto the dome molds and 
cookie cutter. Prop a chopping board up about 
5cm so it is on a slant, cover with baking paper. 
Place the dome mould on the chopping board. 
Pour the mixture in a circular motion over 
each dome until fully covered with mixture.
3. While the mixture is still warm, use the 
cookie cutter to make firm cuts around each 
dome. When the mixture is completely cool 
you should be able to remove the mold and 
then remove six sugar domes.
4. Whip the cream to stiff peaks in a large mix-
ing bowl. Leave in the fridge until serving.
5. To serve, start with a pavlova base, a layer 
of whipped cream, sliced strawberries, half a 
passionfruit and the sugar dome on top. Enjoy!

Film & Food
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Subject  James Griffin pours first freedom schooie
Photographer   Ryan Hamilton, @ryzzo11

Subject   X  
Location  X
Subject  Grozier groms on the YNBIT campaign  
Location  Dee Why Strand

Subject  I believe I can fly
Photographer  Alison Murray.

Subject   Once apon a time on the back of the  ferry
Photographer  James Brickwood

Subject  Queenscliff Amateur Swim Club glory days
Location  Queenscliff

The Tawny loves to feature great local pics!

Subject  A Tawny Frogmouth in Dee Why  
Photographer  Colin Gibson

Subject  I believe I can fly
Photographer  Alison Murray.

Subject   Razzle Dazzle on The Chase 
Location   7 Studios

Subject  Nippers 
Location  North Steyne

Subject   MV Queenscliff leaves Manly forever
Photographer  Steve Trikoulis, @trikoulisphotography

Please send them to mail@thetawnyfrogmouth.com.au
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I was either in fits of laughter or finding my jaw 
dropping in disbelief as I read Robert Varney’s 
stories of life as a NRMA Patrolman in White 
Knights Colourful Tales, a book that gives an 
unvarnished insight into what being “here to 
help” really means. You could make a realty  
TV show to rival Border Security, and far more 
entertaining than The Masked Singer, with 
Robert’s roadside assistance tales. 

You don’t need to know anything about 
cars to enjoy this book because the stories 
display just how silly us humans can be and 
the patience of NRMA Patrol. These people 
are heroes. Some of the stories go back many 
decades to a time when providing roadside 
assistance was even harder yakka because cars 
weren’t run by computers running diagnostics 
to guide your actions. But dealing with the 
public remains the same, computers haven’t 
fixed that!

The chapter headed Generic Stories is 
a doozey – of course there’s stories of flat 
batteries, flat tyres, being out of petrol, 
electrical ignition and mechanical problems 
but what took my fancy was a car driving on 
the Warringah Expressway and finding itself 
in the wrong lane jumped the median strip 
at high-speed bursting all four tyres and still 
drove to Chatswood before stopping. Hard 
to know what the NRMA Patrol is supposed 
to do in that scenario, Bob Jane would be a 
better bet. Stories of rats, snakes and even 

small domestic animals resting under the car 
bonnets and coming to unhappy endings was 
not something I’d ever thought about being the 
cause of a car not starting. Oh dear. 

We can all relate to locking our keys in cars 
but the story about the man who’d locked him-
self out of his convertible (with the roof down) 
is Monty Pythonesque. When the Patrolman 
wondered how the keys could be locked in  
the car, Mr Convertible quickly responded with  
a reference to the Patrolman being a real Ein-
stein,  he’d locked them in the boot otherwise 
why else would he be standing in the heat for 
an hour waiting for the NRMA. If the owner 
was hot and bothered at that point imagine his 
state when the Patrolman reached into the car 
and pulled the boot release lever, walked to the 
back of the car, retrieved the keys and handed 
them over. Bet Mr Convertible didn’t share that 
little gem with too many people. 

Chapter 10 has stories from long ago and 
for those car nuts who remember back to wet 
ignitions, leaks in radiators, rust holes in  
petrol tanks, cars with carburettors and igni-
tion points then you are in for a treat. Down 
memory lane you go – watch out for the  
ciggie butts along the way.

The chapter headed “Difficult Members” is 
a hoot but it’s the story of the woman needing 
assistance in the early morning with her car 
suffering a flat battery and parked just off a 
quiet road in Sydney’s north that’s a cracker. 
 The Patrolman was perplexed about what 
happened to make the battery flat. He kept on 
questioning until finally when it was admitted 
the radio had been left on all night (which 
required the key to be in the ignition) that 
tipped the woman over the edge, “Look, I’m 
having an affair and we were in the car all 
night, ok” she barked. Okeydokey I’ll be off 
then thought our roadside hero.

White Knights Colourful Tales would make 
a great Christmas present for anyone because 
it’s a slice of life, a written history of the work-
ing life of people providing an essential service. 
It’s perfect for car nuts especially those who 
work, or used to work in car repair shops or 
the towing industry or who just like to tinker 
with cars. If you were someone who called out 
the NRMA a lot you may even find a story there 
about you, anonymised of course! 

White Knights 
Colourful Tales 

by  Paige TurnerTawny's Bathtub Book Club

White Knights Colourful Tales is available 
from www.LuLu.com, Dymocks, Amazon 

and Booktopia.

Paige waiting for the NRMA

1.  What is the name of the ridiculously 
steep street that links Collaroy to Collaroy 
Plateau?

2.  In what year did Justin Hemmes buy  
“The Newport”? 2012, 2015, 2018? 

3.  Who knocked the Manly Sea Eagles out of 
the 2021 NRL Finals? 

4. How far is the walking/riding track 
around Narrabeen Lagoon? 4.7km, 6.2km, 
8.6km? 

5.  Which 18 hole golf course is the 
southernmost on the Northern Beaches? 

6.  To the nearest hour - How long did it 
take for the Titanic to sink after hitting the 
iceberg? 

7. Yes or No - Are netball rings & basketball 
rings the same height? 

8.  Area wise what is the smallest country in 
Great Britain? 

9.  Neil Armstrong was a pilot in which war?

10. An odd number - How many justices sit 
on the High Court of Australia?

11.  What year followed 1 BC? 

12. How many stars are on the flag of New 
Zealand? 

13. Who “won” the 2021 NRL Wooden 
Spoon?

14. Which decade was the song “We Will 
Rock You” released? 

15.  Not a Bird, What animal are the Canary 
Islands named after? 

16.  In which former Soviet Union state is 
Chernobyl located in?

17. What is the most populated 4 Letter 
country in the world?

18.  What colour are Mickey Mouse's gloves?

19. How many minutes are there in a day? 

20. Who was the oldest cast member of 
Seinfeld? 

www.razzledazzletrivia.com.au

www.razzledazzletrivia.com.au

Sudoku
Medium difficulty

Need informed advice by a qualified builder/  
engineer to bring your renovation idea to reality? 

Need an itemised scope of work to fit your budget  
for a residential new build, addition, renovation  

or knock-down rebuild? 

Need a project timeline to align budget  
and lifestyle milestones?

WE PROVIDE
• Consultation with the early concept design
• Advice on civil and structural engineering

• Guidance on pre-DA and council DA Application
• End to end construction to completion certification

We understand how to make any budget 
fit a project to ensure expectations 

are realistic and achievable! 

Adjustments Building 
Services Ptd Ltd

0407 963 300
adjustmentsbuildingservices@gmail.com
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Scorpio   Oct 24 - Nov 22
A nurturing moon ascends. 
Don’t howl it down, absorb its 
brilliance and see what magic 
transpires.   

Sagittarius  Nov 23 - Dec 21  
The cosmic landscape beckons, 
heed its wild call, go where 
it leads but take a change of 
clothes and your phone.

Capricorn  Dec 22 - Jan 20  
The moon’s presence is 
rattling your precious 
relationships, stay calm,  
be kind and all will be well.  

Aquarius  Jan 21 - Feb 19  
Venus rising is illuminating 
your achievements and people 
are noticing, time to ask for 
that promotion.     

Star Signs
by   Krystal Bawl

Pisces  Feb 20 - Mar 20  
Unexpected fortune is about 
to come your way, grab it 
and plough it quickly into 
Northern Beaches real estate.     

Aries  Mar 21 - Apr 19  
Aries you’re full of big ideas 
but rarely translate them into 
action. Start now as dream-
big Jupiter is on your side.  

Taurus  Apr 20 - May 21  
Despite your good intentions 
stifle your tendency to share 
secrets. There’s a bad moon 
rising if you blab.

Gemini  May 22 - Jun 21  
Things aren’t always as they 
seem, open your baby blues 
and listen up to a world of new 
possibilities. 

Cancer  Jun 22 - Jul 22  
Venus is casting her creative 
glow on you, enjoy the river of 
incredible ideas and be taken 
to places unknown.  

Leo  Jul 23  - Aug 22  
Decisions, decisions. Think 
with your heart for once dear 
Leo, your head is worn out 
from carrying the load.

Virgo  Aug 23  - Sep 23
You feel you’re between a rock 
and a hard place. Your stars 
disagree, you’re heading to a 
good place.

Libra  Sep 24 - Oct 23  
You’ve been on a saving spree 
for months now. Rest up, it’s 
time to shop local and spread 
some joy. 

Sudoku Solution

Trivia Answers
1. Alexander Street    2. 2015    3. South Sydney     
4. 8.6km    5. Manly Golf Course   6. 3 Hours (2:40)    
7. Yes    8. Northern Ireland     9. Korean      
10. 7    11. 1 AD    12. 4    13. Canterbury Bulldogs     
14. 1970's   15. A dog    16. Ukraine   17. Iran     
18. White    19. 1440  20. Michael Richards

ACTING 
CLASSES

5-WEEK COURSE FOR ADULTS

MONDAY EVENINGS 6:30PM - 9:30PM

WHERE? DESIRE BOOKSHOP MANLY

REGISTER NOW AT  
WWW.SYDNEYACTORSPLAYHOUSE.COM

A Better Way Funerals
Adjustments Building Services

Australian Ethical
Black de Ville Jewellery

Blatchford Catering
Catherine Wilson - Stone Real Estate

Chris Sharpe - Forest Independent
Collaroy Plateau Vetinary Hospital

Collective Memories
Creative Talent Australia

Crystal Rain Gauge
Délidoor

Forward Intellectual Property
Good For Manly

Goodradigbee Distillers
HSC CoWorks

Huglo
Humphreys Manly
James Griffin MP

James Leader of Shore Financial
Just Better Care

Koalafied Plumbing & Gas
Labrador Painting
Later Life Advice

Lifeline Northern Beaches
Local & Licensed Electrical

Manly Microgreens Co.
Northside Living

Paul Wilcox of Oasis Skeen
Peter Green Design

Robert Varney Author
Simple Lifestyle Interiors

That Wallpaper Guy
The Sydney Actors Playhouse

Tinkertank
Wilson Family Funerals

YNBI Team
Zali Steggall OAM MP

This month's publication is brought to you by...

ISSUE 11 NOVEMBER 2021

ADVERTISERS & SPONSORS

The Tawny Frogmouth is an independent publication, commited to sharing local stories,  
and supporting the endeavours of the people on the Northern Beaches. We rely on advertising 

and sponsorship to keep our free, printed magazine in circulation each month. 
Contact Liam to find out how you can support local media.

0414 556 038  |  liam@thetawnyfrogmouth.com.au 

ROLL OF HONOUR
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Opening your eyes to where your money is being invested and 
making a change could be one of the most impactful things 
every Australian can do, right now, to help the climate crisis.

australianethical.com.au
MANAGED FUNDS   |   SUPERANNUATION

This is general information only and does not take account of your individual investment objectives, financial situation or needs. 
Before acting on the information visit australianethical.com.au for our financial services guide, target market determinations and 
product disclosure statements to consider its appropriateness to your circumstances.  


