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Independent
Your

Northern Beaches
Independent Team

Let’s keep the Northern Beaches Council 

STRONG AND INDEPENDENT

On 4th Dec, Vote 1 above the line for Your Northern Beaches Independent Team. 

www.Your Northern Beaches.com.au
Authorised by Kym Weekes, 602/697-701 Pittwater Road, Dee Why.

A vote for Your Northern 
Beaches Independent 
Team will be a vote for 

the proven leadership of 
Michael Regan as Mayor.

During COVID and our 3 
lockdowns, Michael worked 
with health authorities, our 

local business community and 
with council staff to ensure 
our community stayed safe, 
connected, supported and 

informed. 

He kept our beaches open to 
encourage strong physical 
and mental health, helped 

introduce the Library2U 
service, arranged for increased 
testing facilities and supported 
a custom concierge service for 
struggling family businesses.

SAFEGUARD OUR 
ENVIRONMENT

PUT THE 
COMMUNITY FIRST

ENHANCE OUR 
QUALITY OF LIFE

SUPPORT OUR 
LOCAL BUSINESSES

invested tens of millions of 
dollars into local infrastructure.

reduced rates for 76% of locals 
and increased services for all. 

supported our local businesses. 

protected our natural 
environment and transitioned 
council sites to 100% renewable 
energy.

•  

•  

•  

•  

Mayor Michael Regan  
Frenchs Forest

FIND OUT HOW  
TO VOTE ONLINE:

On Saturday 4th December

VOTE 1

Our team of Independents listen closely to the community and 
set goals that are important to everyday people. We aren’t slaves 
to the big political parties’ mandated voting lines. We work WITH 
all sides and levels of government - to deliver transparent and 
democratic benefit to locals. 

We have: 

 Michael Gencher
 Pittwater

 Sue Heins

 Curl Curl

 Sarah Grattan
 Manly

 Ruth Robins

 Narrabeen

crystalraingauge.com.au
scan to buy now

CRYSTAL RAIN GAUGE

TIRED OF YOUR 
RAIN GAUGE 
DISCOLOURING 
AND FADING?

• Thermal shock resistant glass that 
will never cloud 

• Marine grade stainless steel bracket & 
funnel that will never rust 

• Large annealed calibrations for 
permanent easy reading

A rain gauge that’s really built 
for Australia

Ideal Christmas Gift
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G'day Beaches

The Tawny Frogmouth
The Tawny Frogmouth Pty Ltd 

ABN 95 013  114 772
WEBSITE   

www.thetawnyfrogmouth.com.au
EDITOR   

liam@thetawnyfrogmouth.com.au
ADS  

ads@thetawnyfrogmouth.com.au
LETTERS   

mail@thetawnyfrogmouth.com.au 
CIRCULATION   

50,000 copies delivered monthly  
from Manly to Narrabeen;  

47,500 to letterboxes,  
2,500 to local businesses.

PEFC CERTIFIED   
The Tawny Frogmouth uses paper  

from sustainably managed forests.

We made it! A full year in circulation. 12 issues. 
600,000 mags. Hundreds of articles on local 
events, initiatives, triumphs and debacles, letters 
to the Tawny focusing community attention on 
areas of concern and salutation, local photos 
showcasing the unique wonder of the world’s  
undisputed premier peninsula, and we even 
teamed up with Art of Brentos and Bucketty’s 
Brewing Co. to create the Tawny Grogmouth 
beer! What a year! 

As we come fully fledged out of lockdown  
and into the Summer of Freedom, there’s reasons 
aplenty to be merry. Jules Lawson has created 
the cutest of cover arts, paying tribute to the 
magazine’s titular wonder. Tom Keneally chats 
with Paige Turner about his latest book, “A Bloody 
Good Rant.” Mayor Regan reflects on four years  
of an amalgamated Northern Beaches Council. 
And Val de Rome shows us all how to shop sus-
tainably and plastic free this Christmas. 

Authorised by Zali Steggall MP, Level 2/17-19 Sydney Road, Manly NSW 2095. 

innovation
inclusion
integrity

INDEPENDENT WARRINGAH

ZaliSteggall OAM MP

Thank you for
supporting local business

E: zali.steggall.mp@aph.gov.au    Ph: 9977 6411
 

With restrictions now easing, it's a perfect time to continue 

to support local businesses. Many hospitality venues and 

retailers will be looking to make up for a tough Covid-19 lockdown 

period, so I encourage you to shop and dine locally and take advantage of the 

wonderful services and activities Warringah has to offer.

My team and I are here to help, 
so if you have any concerns or 
issues you'd like to raise, please 
get in touch.
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Vipers RC [MO]VE For 60
A monumental Movember kickstart by Vipers 
Run Club, running for 60 continuous hours, 
generally in pairs, from Thursday 4 to Saturday 
6 November, completing 676 beachfront laps 
between Queenscliff and South Steyne, amass-
ing 2,339 cumulative kilometres, and raising 
over $50,000. The 60 figure was selected 
owing to the tragic fact that we lose 60 men 
to suicide every hour across the globe. Vipers 
RC’s fundraising drive remains open all 
Movember so, if you’d like to contribute, please 
head to au.movember.com/team/2349211

Come on Ladies, Grab Your Drivers!
Now one of the largest amateur women’s golf-
ing tournaments in the Southern Hemisphere, 
The Barrenjoey Peninsula Week of Golf turns 
40 this year. Running from February 7 to 11, 
women with a current Australian or Overseas 
Golf Handicap can play at seven stunning 
Northern Beaches golf courses; Bayview, 
Cromer, Long Reef, Manly, Mona Vale, Monash 
and Wakehurst. All women golfers are welcome 
to participate. Full details are available at  
barrenjoeyweekofgolf.com 

Man’s Best Friends Need Our Help
Monika’s Doggie Rescue urgently needs 
volunteer dog walkers and feeders. Volunteers 
are provided with specialised training from 
experienced kennel hands. Dog walking is 
crucial for rescue dogs as it plays a pivotal role 
in helping the animals become more socialised 
and subsequently more adoptable. Feeding is 
done on a rostered basis. If you love dogs and 
have a few hours to spare on a regular basis, 
please contact the shelter on 9486 3133

Humble Productions, Autism Swim Superstars
Congratulations to Northern Beaches creative 
film and content company, Humble 
Productions, selected as finalist at the B&T 
Awards, Australia's biggest and longest run-
ning awards for the advertising, marketing, and 
media industries. Humble Productions was set 
up to ensure businesses, causes and initiatives 
are best able to connect with the community 
via the power of audio-visual storytelling, and 
it’s especially fitting their short film in the 
running to win the B&T Award features Autism 
Swim who do amazing work to ensure children 
with Autism Spectrum Disorder (who are 160x 
more likely to drown than their peers) are able 
to learn to swim and enjoy all the wonders that 
come with ocean safety. 

The Tawny Grogmouth Pale Air Raises $10k 
Hot on the heels of @artofbrentos winning 
the GABS (Great Australian Beer SpecTAPular) 
NSW Can Design of the Year award for his 
Tawny Grogmouth can design, Bucketty’s 
was able to open its doors and let the double 
jabbed masses in for a Tawny Grogmouth 
“Launch” party, a mere 113 days later 
than planned. Cheers, Covid. Member for 
Warringah, Zali Steggall and Northern Beaches 
Mayor, Mike Regan, were able to join in the 
celebrations. Bucketty’s heart and soul, Nick 
McDonald, ensured an oversized novelty 
cheque was presented to WIRES, but not 
before auctioning off of the very first 4pack 
of Tawny Grogmouth to come off the can-
ning line. In a frenzied auction, a savvy young 
investor snapped up the goods for a whopping 
$500! Taking the total funds raised for WIRES 
to $10,008.

Giveaways!
We’ve got three signed copies of Tom 
Keneally’s “A Bloody Good Rant” to give away 
to fans. The first three people to email  
liam@thetawnyfrogmouth.com.au and tell me 
what their favourite Tom Keneally book is in 50 
words or less will win.

More Giveaways!
Not to be outdone, Crystal Rain Gauges also 
have three prizes to give away. You guessed it; 
they’re giving away Crystal Rain Gauges. The 
first three readers to email liam@thetawny 
frogmouth.com.au and tell me what the crystal 
rain gauges are made of will win.

Peninsula Wash Up

Words: Liam Carroll

Vipers RC on the final lap. Great work fellas.

JAMES GRIFFIN MP  
DELIVERING FOR  
MANLY SINCE 2017.

Authorised by James Griffin MP,  
Shop 2, 2 Wentworth Street, Manly NSW 2095. 

 Funded using parliamentary entitlements

FROM MANLY TO DEE WHY 
 + EVERYWHERE INBETWEEN

Stay informed from 
the right source.

Sign up to the  
community newsletter.
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The Jacaranda Blight
I’m pleased I’m not the only 
Aussie with a hate-hate 
relationship for Jacarandas 
(Mal Fisher’s Purple Makes 
Me See Red, Nov ‘21). I agree 
with every word, and then 
some! Spindly and skeletal in 
structure they sit stark naked 
half the year until November 
when they ‘blush’ with purple 
embarrassment to cover their 
nakedness only to discard en-
masse their meagre coverings 
to create a profusion of slimy 
purple pulp on our paths and 
roadways. For god’s sake don’t 
leave your car under them 
unless you enjoy fishing out 
from your windscreen the 
fibrous matter they perpet-
ually discard or the decaying 
slop they drop when they’re 
finished showing off. They 
may look you-beaut lining 
Grafton streets but around 
these parts any substantial 
trees are usually hacked to 
pieces by Ausgrid (to keep 
them away from the power 
lines). Trouble is, Jacarandas 
loathe being pruned. It just 
gives them an excuse to grow 
into even greater misshapen 
skeletal forms.  
And while we’re on the subject 
of much hated interlopers, 
let’s include other non-native, 
introduced pestilent plants 
such as Privet (Ligustrum 
sinense). The Wakehurst 
Parkway is choked with this 
crap. It stinks, literally, and 
is a biodiversity nightmare. 
Rhus trees introduced from 

South Africa and highly toxic 
Camphor laurel trees, native 
to S.E. Asia. They look great in 
a paddock, but God help you if 
the roots get into your drains 
or under your driveway. And, 
like Mal Fisher, don’t get me 
started on the South African 
weed Agapanthus. Talk about 
seeds spreading like wildfire? 
Weeping Willows wasting our 
waterways? Best I stop!
Warran Nichols, Belrose  
(aka Da Whinger)

Purple Makes Me See Red
I wholeheartedly agree with 
Malcolm Fisher’s article about 
Jacarandas and Agapanthus. 
At the risk of being accused 
of heresy given the prolifera-
tion of them locally, and what 
seems to be undying love 
toward them, I would like  
to add one more to the list,  
Norfolk Island Pines. The clue 
is the name. I often wonder 
how Manly would look with 
a row of native Coastal 
Banksias or Angophoras lining 
the Steyne and Manly Cove 
instead, and how many more 
native birds may be attracted 
by this.
Mick Blount

Endless Green Makes Me  
See Red
With the demise of Manly 
Daily’s print offering, I was 
delighted to receive The 
Tawny Frogmouth. I have 
noticed with each edition 
though, a greater empha-
sis on environmental and 

Letters to The Tawny Frogmouth

“Green” issues in articles, 
letters, even advertisements 
that emphasise what I would 
term “eco-warriorism”. That’s 
OK, up to a point, but I am 
concerned regarding the 
apparent “spruiking” of Zali 
Steggall who seems to get the 
“halo” effect settling around 
everything she says and does, 
when, as far as I can tell, she 
is a “one trick pony” focused 
almost exclusively on envi-
ronmental causes. In Nov ‘21 
Tawny, Ms Steggall’s article 
is not environmental but, 
disturbingly, appears to urge 
some form of coercive action 
(in the name of “our democ-
racy”) to ensure that “voters 
are told the truth”. Ms Steggall 
indicates some of her political 
rivals are not “telling the 
truth”, and therefore everyone 
should support her “Stop the 
Lies” bill. This sounds omi-
nously like legislative censor-
ship. I prefer to hear all views 
of political players and make 
up my own mind, and don’t 
want any politician to have 
the power to decide what is 
“the truth” on my behalf.
Chris, Manly

MicroGreens, Yes Please
I read about Manly Micro-
greens in the last edition and 
decided to give them a try.  
I had tried something similar 
from a shop but was disap-
pointed. They were soggy and 
packed in plastic. These are 
different. I met Marco when 
he delivered to my door and 
had a great chat with him 
about his philosophy of sus-
tainability and maximum nu-
trition. The taste is amazing. 
My kids love the microgreens 
and I’m happy they are getting 
heaps of nutrients without 
even knowing it. Great work 
guys, happy to support a local 
business!
Steve, Seaforth

w w w . g o o d r a d i g b e e . c o m

D R E A M I N G
     O F  A  P I N K 
C H R I S T M A S ?

O U R  F R E S H W A T E R  B L U S H  C E L E B R A T I O N  G I N  I S 
E N O U G H  T O  M A K E  Y O U ,  W E L L . . . B L U S H .  D A V I D S O N 
P L U M S ,  D E S E R T  L I M E S  A N D  S T R A W B E R R Y  G U M S 
M E A N  T H E  B I T T E R S W E E T  N A T I V E  F R U I T S  A N D  Z E S T Y 
B O T A N I C A L S  A R E  L I K E  A  P A R T Y  O N  Y O U R  T O N G U E . 
O R D E R  O N L I N E  O R  A S K  Y O U R  L O C A L  B O T T L E  S H O P .
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Answers to Questions
John Partridge and Mark Rob-
erts had some questions (Nov 
‘21) regarding renewables.
John: 1) The transition from 
fossil fuels to renewables will 
be made by the vast majority 
of companies who can see the 
benefits and profits that will 
flow from their investment 
into the Australian economy. 
It will cost us all far more NOT 
to transition to renewables.  
2) Subsidies paid to the re-
newable sector are signif-
icantly less than the large 
subsidies paid to the fossil 
fuel industries which cost tax-
payers over $10.3b annually.  
3) Power bills are lower as a 
result of lower renewable  
energy costs. Ask your sup-
plier for a breakdown.  
4) Storage systems are getting 
cheaper, smaller and more 
efficient.  
5) Recycling facilities for solar 
panels and wind turbines are 
in ongoing development with 
up to 95% of solar panels 
and 90% of wind turbines 
currently recyclable. Solar 
batteries can be recycled if 
consumers do the right thing.
Mark: 1) Tim Flannery is 
frequently misquoted. In 
fact, he said there would be a 
decrease in run-off into dams 
and rivers due to a decrease 
in rainfall over time which 
quite logically varies.  
2) Arctic sea ice is being lost 
at 13% per decade and over 
30 years the thickest ice in 
the Arctic has declined by 
95%. Polar bears are severely 
affected by shrinking sea ice 
and their global numbers 
vary. Some subpopulations 
have stabilised, some have 
decreased. If ice continues to 
melt at its current rate, the 
time the animals are forced 
to fast would eventually cause 
starvation.  
3) Whilst it is true that some 

atolls are increasing in size 
due to sediment increasing, 
they and other atolls are not 
immune to rising sea levels 
nor severe loss of coral due to 
climate change.  
4) Many of us have had to 
transition our jobs as tech-
nology evolves. Coal miners 
are not exempt, but if political 
parties hadn’t been fighting 
about climate change for so 
long much earlier transitions 
and retraining would be well 
under way by now. Blame 
those who deny that the 
writing is well and truly on 
the wall.
Most big businesses, banks 
and all state governments are 
committing to at least halving 
emissions by 2030. The 
Business Council of Australia 
predicts a $890 billion boost 
to economic activity along 
with the creation of 195,000 
new jobs, mainly in regional 
areas. It is a pity that certain 
vested interests and individu-
als refuse to see the economic 
opportunity we have to 
become a renewable energy 
superpower in Australia. 
Those people are acting like 
a handbrake on the economy 
and wellbeing of the whole 
country, as well as the futures 
of our children and theirs.
J Hungerford, Curl Curl

A Very Polluted Lagoon 
Manly Lagoon is one of Aus-
tralia’s most polluted recrea-
tional waterways. Yes, there’s 
a lovely children’s playground 
adjacent to the lagoon’s 
entrance, but signs around 
the lagoon itself warn against 
swimming, wading, fishing 
and boating due to high levels 
of faecal pathogens! The area 
around Nolan’s Reserve is a 
disgrace and absolutely stinks 
after any rain. We have lived 
in this area for forty years and 
know that a man died after 

fishing at the Queenscliff end. 
Something that was noted in 
the Manly Daily (24/4/2009). 
I have observed the council 
doing long overdue work on 
sewer pipes, lagoon edge re-
planting etc. in recent times, 
but this is just a small part of 
what is desperately needed, 
and I’ve read recently about 
work being done in Narrabeen 
Lagoon. Is Manly Lagoon in 
the “too hard and too expen-
sive basket”?!
Glenda Alderton

Council Election Based on 
Rates
Nov ‘21 Tawny ran an inter-
esting article, “The Voices of 
Movement Taking Hold Across 
Australia”. Ms Haines and Ms 
Steggall attribute the success 
of Independents to hearing 
and acting on the issues of 
disillusioned voters and serv-
ing their needs. The greatest 
issue Manly voters face is the 
28% rate rise suffered thanks 
to a council that promised 
amalgamation would result 
in rate reductions. Like many, 
I’ll be voting in the forthcom-
ing local election for anyone 
who’ll promise to rescind the 
outrageous rate hike.
Brad, Manly

Re: Letters, Nov ‘21
Hi Tawny, please aim higher 
than now defunct News Ltd 
Manly Daily. Re: Letter by 
Mark Roberts, Freshwater. His 
first sneering 3 questions are 
answered by Google Science 
based searches. His 4th ques-
tion regarding 50,000 coal 
workers should be 40,000. 
They are fortunate as their 
fate is now a fierce political 
debate within the same gov-
erning party. Unlike the fate 
of 198,000 Ford, Holden and 
Toyota car workers, or 8,000 
steel workers before them. 
Peter Barr, Manly

w w w . g o o d r a d i g b e e . c o m

G O O D  T H I N G S 
     A LWAYS  C O M E 
I N  T H R E E S .

E A C H  B O T T L E  O F  O U R  U N I Q U E  G I N S  C O M E S  W I T H 
S T R I N G ,  S O  I T ’ L L  B E  E A S I E R  T O  T I E  A  F E W  O N  T H I S 
C H R I S T M A S  D A Y .  O U R  S A M P L E  P A C K  C O N S I S T S  O F 
F R E S H W A T E R  &  S W E E T W A T E R  W O O D  A G E D  G I N S ,  
A N D  O U R  N E W  F R E S H W A T E R  B L U S H  P I N K  G I N . 
O R D E R  O N L I N E  O R  A S K  Y O U R  L O C A L  B O T T L E  S H O P .
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Chris Sharpe - Independent for Forest Ward
Pushing forward on the commencement and completion of  
the flood-proofing of the Wakehurst Parkway, using allocated 
$17 million funding.
Championing community concerns such as those for the 
upcoming French’s Forest development and the relocation  
of Forest High, both of which will have a huge impact on  
the traffic and residents and businesses in the area.
Protecting the local environment.
Improving parks and beach and lake front recreational  
areas.
Advocating for long-term sustainability solutions for  
council projects.
Minimisation of any future rate increases.
Improved road and parking solutions for all our suburbs.

Visit: www.facebook.com/chrissharpe4forestward
Or contact Chris on Email: chrissharpe4forestward@gmail.com or Mobile: 0466 566 467
Authorised by: Chris Sharpe 61 Brooker Ave Beacon Hill NSW 2100

Personally talk  
to Ann Wilson  
and her team

Family operated & 100% Australian owned   

VISIT Suite 3, 1440 Pittwater Road, 
North Narrabeen, Sydney
CALL 02 9913 7131 or 0467 888 283 
WEB wilsonfamilyfunerals.net.au 

Ann Wilson and her team at Wilson Family 
Funerals have between them decades of 
experience caring for Northern Beaches 
families in their time of need.

����� �����
������ � �  � � � � � �  � � �� � �

Contact Paul Wilcox
0401 051 702 | 8705 3252
paul@oasisskeen.com.au

www.oasisskeenproperty.com.au

The Tawny invites the people of  the Beaches to send in letters to 
mail@thetawnyfrogmouth.com.au

Re: Letters, Nov ‘21
Did John Partridge write on 
behalf of Mark Roberts, or 
Roberts on behalf of Partridge? 
It is a long time since I have 
seen such arrant nonsense 
from any two correspondents 
to such a useful magazine 
as The Tawny Frogmouth. 
Frankly, both letters deserve 
to be castigated for the dis-
honesty and lack of logic.  
Paul Fergus, Manly

Lack of Local Representation
Dominic Perrottet describes 
climate change measures 
as “gratuitous waste”. Think 
more coal mines and offshore 
drilling along NSW coastline. 
I’m not suggesting our local 
MP James Griffin shares these 
views but as a Liberal, he 
must support the party. Manly 
needs a leader who represents 
the views of the electorate.
Grahame, Manly

Said Could Sell Ice to Eskimos
I read with interest Tawny’s 
bio on Mr Brassman (Sep ‘21). 
I was sorry to read Said is not 
in the best of health and has 
decided to sell his Aladdin’s 
cave which has been a shining 
beacon on top of The Spit 
for so many years. Said was 
an engaging character who 
could sell ice to the Eskimos. 
About 25 years ago I opened 
an antique store in Pittwater 
Road, Manly, aptly named The 
Antique Sheikh, operating out 
of my courtyard and lounge 
room. I approached Said 
about supplying me with his 
exotic wares. He was only too 
happy to fill my room from 
floor to ceiling and dropped in 
regularly to see how business 
was going, always with a tall 

tale straight out of the pages 
of Arabian Nights. I once told 
him business was slow, and he 
gave me a lesson in selling I’ve 
never forgotten. He took one 
of my large Persian carpets 
outside and spread it out over 
the footpath for all to see. He 
then got on his soap box, gave 
his colourful spiel to passing 
pedestrians. Soon he had a 
crowd around him listening 
to his every word about the 
magic carpet spread out 
before him. He looked over at 
me, and just winked. Said was 
always the consummate sales-
man and entertainer too, and 
he will be missed. And yes, 
someone returned to my shop 
later to buy that magic carpet 
after hearing Said’s spiel. 
Jens Ward, Manly
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Four years ago, I was tasked with setting up a 
firm foundation for the amalgamated Northern 
Beaches Council. Residents often ask me 
whether I believe it’s been successful.  
Personally, I believe it has. 

Huge debts have been reduced, infrastruc-
ture renewed, surf clubs upgraded, hundreds 
of kilometres of footpaths improved, idyllic 
ocean pools made safer and cleaner. We’ve 
provided new skate parks, while protecting 
more of our environment and creating 
increased precious open space. All this while 
surviving a global pandemic, meaning we’re 
now able to proceed into the future full of 
hope and, I would argue, stronger than ever.

When I first ran for Warringah Council in 
2008, I’d been working at Manly Council in 
town planning and customer service. I saw the 
dysfunction of the sacked council and the lack 
of community trust in their representatives. It 
was imperative the new council coming out of 
administration comprised a fresh, independent 
and robust team of councillors. I put my hand 
up for the Mayoral role and was humbled (and 
surprised!) when elected leader, but I worked 
incredibly hard to bring the old Warringah 
Council back up to scratch, focused on getting 
the basics right. From 2008 to 2016 I asked the 
community to trust us to deliver. And we did, 
finishing 2016 ranked one of Australia’s highest 
performing Councils, winning the prestigious  
A R Bluett Award. 

In 2017, I took the same approach with the 
newly amalgamated Council. We’ve focused on 
the basics and can now see the results: Record 
$125mio investment back into our infrastruc-
ture this year (more than 3 previous Councils 
combined); Annual $29mio savings from the 
merger, allowing us to pay down huge debts 
of the previous Council and take the pressure 
off rates; we created 1 waste contract (we had 
3 different services, 2 contracts) increasing 
service levels and saving money for every 
single ratepayer; Residential rates reductions 
for 76% of households last year; Some of NSW’s 
lowest business rates; Rates rebates to resi-

dents during COVID; Absorbed a $46mio hit 
to the budget during COVID so as to directly 
support residents, local businesses, and NSW 
Health; Created Library 2U service (no other 
Australian Council did this); Maintained regular 
contact with over 9,000 vulnerable community 
residents; Kept beaches and green spaces 
open; Created overnight parking changes to 
support local cafes and restaurants.

This council is extremely focused on balanc-
ing the books and safeguarding our beautiful 
natural environment. We have saved millions 
of dollars by buying 100% renewable energy. 
We have some of the country’s largest solar 
instalments, such as the system we put in at 
Andrew Boy Charlton Pool. As a Council, we’re 
confident of reaching net zero emissions by 
2030, and will do everything possible to help 
our community reach this milestone too.

Huge achievements have been made since 
2017, but there is plenty more to do. Our busi-
ness community need certainty as they recov-
er from the unprecedented crisis. Environmen-
tally, we are increasing our budget allocation 
for tree canopies, green spaces, native corridor 
protection, community batteries, a food waste 
and soft plastic collection service. The Frenchs 
Forest region needs a strong, uncompromised 
voice as the State Government begins rolling 
out their plans there. 

 On 4 December I need you to find Your 
Northern Beaches Independent Team above 
the line and put a 1 in the box. Make your voice 
heard! And please, help my team and I provide 
the independent leadership that has proved 
itself so effective.

Make Your Voice Heard 
on 4 December

Beaches Mayor Mike Regan on the campaign trail

On the first Saturday in December, 
your vote will determine our local 
council leadership.

Words: Michael Regan, Northern Beaches Mayor

Visit www.yournorthernbeaches.com.au to see 
our policies and vision for the future and to meet 
the amazing team of locals that are running with 

me as independents on council.
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Live Music @

DRINK IN OR TAKEAWAY   •   26 ORCHARD ROAD, BROOKVALE   •   BUCKETTYS.COM.AU

November
Thurs 25th @ 8 PM – Goldfish Smarts – 6p original band

Fri 26th @ 8pm – All Get Out – 5 piece covers band

Sat 27th @ 8pm – Crunching Numbers – 10p covers band

Sun 28th @ 4pm – Greg Nunan & Friends blues jam 

� �

December
Thurs 2nd @ 8pm – Evergreen Big Band – 10p party band

Fri 3rd @ 8 pm – Jamie Postle – local singer/songwriter

Sat 4th @ 8pm – Sky Riders Band – 5 piece covers band

Sun 5th @ 4pm – Greg Nunan & friends blues jam

Wed 8th @7pm – Evergreen Choir – Community choir 

Thurs 9th @ 8pm – Flu Fighters – 5 piece covers band

Friday 10th @ 8pm – Band TBA 

Sat 11th @ 8pm  –  5 Blues Drive – 5 piece blues band 

Sun 12th @3pm – Michael Rawlins – Acoustic guitarist 

Thur 16th @ 8pm - OG & Love Doctor – 5 piece covers

Fri 17th @ 8pm - Behind The Eight – 4 piece covers band

Sat 18th @ 8:30pm – Pat Cappocie – originals rockabilly 

Sun 19th @ 4pm - Greg Nunan & Friends blues jam

Wed 22nd @8pm  – Forgotten Hit Slingers – 4p cover band

Thurs 23rd @ 8pm – Jamie Postle – local singer/songwriter

Friday 24th @ 6pm – The Blues Collective – blues covers

Sun 26th @ 3pm – Greg Nunan & Friends blues jam

Tues 28th @5pm – Duan & Only – Soloist party covers

Thur 30th @  8pm – Band TBA  

NYE Dec 31st @ 10pm – Long Way South – ticketed event

NYD Jan 1st @ 3pm – Greg Nunan & Friends blues jam

� �
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People love a good yarn and every business 
has a story worth telling. We help businesses 
big and small to uncover the stories that 
create lasting impact for their brand.  
 
Whether you want to create advertising for 
TV, Print, Radio or compelling online content 
for your business, Humble’s storytelling team 
will guide you through the process from 
creative thinking to amazing work that will 
really get your customers talking.

humbleproductions.com.au

I’m backing a campaign to turn Manly Town 
Hall into Australia’s newest top tier concert 
and live performance venue. 

We have an opportunity to make Manly 
the leading cultural destination on Sydney 
Harbour. Let’s get on with it. Not only will a 
new theatre and concert venue in Manly fur-
ther position NSW as a world-class centre for 
performances, events, exhibitions and cultural 
visitation but it will revitalise and strengthen 
our own local economy. 

I have been speaking to my colleague, 
Minister for the Arts Don Harwin about this 
community-led project and following a visit 
to the Manly Town Hall he had this to say, 
“This project has real potential and is an idea 
absolutely worth pursuing.” He was impressed 
with what he saw. 

The NSW Government is working hard 
to cement our state as the cultural heart of 
Australia with $1.3 billion in funding to deliver  
a raft of high-profile projects including two 
new museums and new state cultural assets  
for future generations.

Early stage designs
Globally leading architects Chrofi, based in 
Manly, have developed a world-class proposal 
for the Town Hall using scale comparisons with 
existing performing arts venues across Sydney 
and around the world, such as parts of the 
Sydney Opera House, the Eternity Playhouse, 
Carriageworks, Belvoir Theatre, the Old Vic in 
Bristol and St Ann’s Warehouse in Brooklyn.

Initial designs have a 350-seat major 
theatre, a minor theatre, theatrette or cinema, 
an intimate music venue, a restaurant, bar and 
café, and community rooms. 

Rebooting Manly’s tourism
Our business community have led the way 
in embracing change and creating new and 
exciting contemporary reasons for people to 
visit Manly. They need big ideas like this to 
help them flourish. 

The facts are that even prior to Covid-19, 
the Manly tourist economy was underperform-
ing compared to both the national and Sydney 
averages. Since 2017, less people, not more, 
have been catching the Freshwater Ferry to 
Manly on the weekend, and tourists who did 
visit, spent 40% less than the average tourist 
in greater Sydney. That is not a sustainable 
approach. 

We don’t need more people visiting Manly 
just for the beach and an ice-cream, we need 
people to explore, stay longer and spend more.

The position of the Town Hall venue, across 
the road from frequent ferry services, includ-
ing the new quicker ferries, will allow people  
to enjoy dinner in Manly, a live performance 
and then a convenient trip back to a CBD hotel 
if they are visiting from overseas. It is this type  
of tourism that we need in Manly. 

Big bold ideas need more than talk
Later this year, inspired by the Manhattan High 
Line, we will temporarily transform the Cahill 
Expressway into a contemporary landscape 
which will host a series of events and provide 
a viewing deck for New Year’s Eve fireworks 
and Sydney Harbour until the opening of the 
2022 Sydney Festival. Bold ideas need to be 
supported and seen through to execution. 

The Manly Town Hall can become one of 
Australia’s flagship live performance venues.  
Its proximity to the Sydney Opera House 
would allow us to partner with them and 
develop a truly special calendar of events.  
The positive impact this project will have  
on our local economy and community will  
be profound. 

Let’s get on with it. 

Sydney Opera House…
but in Manly

James Griffin at Manly Town Hall

"Art washes away from the soul  
the dust of everyday life.”
PABLO PICASSO

Words: James Griffin MP, Member for Manly
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TECHNOLOGY 
LAW FIRM
Specialising in Patents, 
Trademarks, and  
Intellectual Property Strategy

info@forward-ip.com

Beating all quotes to keep 
our quality work local

Internal/External • Domestic & Commercial
20 years experience • Fully insured

Northern Beaches tradesmen 

Call Matthew for a free quote
0405 258 627 Lic #234173c  

Beating all quotes to keep 
our quality work local

Internal/External • Domestic & Commercial
20 years experience • Fully insured

Northern Beaches tradesmen 

Call Matthew for a free quote
0405 258 627 Lic #234173c  

Beating all quotes to keep 
our quality work local

Internal/External • Domestic & Commercial
20 years experience • Fully insured

Northern Beaches tradesmen 

Call Matthew for a free quote
0405 258 627 Lic #234173c  

Beating all quotes to keep 
our quality work local

Internal/External • Domestic & Commercial
20 years experience • Fully insured

Northern Beaches tradesmen 

Call Matthew for a free quote
0405 258 627 Lic #234173c  

Mobile Wallpaper Shop and 
Installations available for 

Northern Beaches residents

info@thatwallpaperguy.com.au 
www.thatwallpaperguy.com.au

for an instant quote call

Alan Bowers  Owner / “That Guy”

0431 918 673

Nigel Kelley, Andrew Pepar and John Dickin-
son's shared concern for the environment, and 
their no-nonsense, can-do attitude, has band-
ed them together to create the web platform  
Co2efficient, where people can quickly and 
easily calculate their carbon footprint and  
offset this via certified carbon reduction 
projects. Co-founder John Dickinson tells us 
more about the platform.

What inspired the idea?
Our modern lifestyles are having a negative 
effect on the environment, with over 51 billion 
tonnes of carbon released into the atmosphere 
every year. The Earth isn’t going to cope with 
this if it continues. The three of us simply 
decided we’d talked about the problem long 
enough. It was time instead for us to be pro-
active, to approach the issue from a practical 
standpoint and find practical solutions. 

How did you progress from having that  
determination to actually creating your  
web platform?
The usual as per all start-ups…huge amounts 
of seemingly thankless hard work and frequent 
moments of questioning what on earth were 
we doing?! It’s important to bear in mind too, 
Co2efficient is not what we do for a living.  
We are self-funded, as well as a not-for-profit 
registered charity. So, the focus is on doing 
something good, not making money. What’s 
more, there are all sorts of things people can 
do to reduce carbon emissions, installing solar, 
buying an EV, using public transport. But this 
is only a part of the solution. Energy use and 
transport account for up to 70% of personal 
emissions, and for the most part they’re 
unavoidable. It’s these emissions that we want 
to empower people to do something about. 
The Co2efficient web platform is tailored 
specifically to tackling this challenge. 

How exactly does Co2efficient work?
By going to the website, www.co2efficient.
com.au, you can calculate your carbon 
footprint in under two minutes. We went to 
great lengths to ensure the calculation could 
be made quickly and precisely. Then, having 
your exact carbon footprint calculated, which 
is great (and very sobering) knowledge to have, 
if you wish to offset this, you can determine 
the exact cost of carbon credits to do so, and 
purchase these via the Australian Approved 
Carbon Reduction Projects. To date, for the 
most part, offsetting emissions via Certified 
Carbon Credits has been reserved for corpora-
tions, however our goal was to bring this ability 
to all people so they could take meaningful 
action for the environment. When using our 
platform, people are pleasantly surprised 
with what we have created and how easy and 
inexpensive it is to do the right thing. 

How can Tawny Frogmouth readers invest 
towards your success and stay up to date with 
your venture?
We want people to invest in their own future 
by acting on climate change. If you’re reading 
this right now, go to our website, calculate 
your carbon footprint and assess the costs to 
offset your emissions fully or partially. If you’re 
not ready to purchase your offset credits, it’d 
still be greatly appreciated if you sign up, and 
we can keep you informed of where the money 
is going, and the positive impact it’s having.
Looking to the future, we would love to 
promote Co2efficient to the whole country. 
We are currently looking for backing so we can 
make this happen. So, if you’re that person we 
would love to hear from you!  
Email: john@co2efficient.com.au

Co2efficient

(L to R) Nigel Kelley, Andrew Pepar and John Dickinson

The web platform that allows you to 
offset your direct carbon emissions 
in just a few minutes. 

Interview: Liam Carroll

Silicon Brooky
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Olympian Jade Wall with MWSA rising stars

Yes! After months of lockdown and sign-ins 
and masks and all that malarkey, right across 
our community, society, what we’ve come to 
know as our LGA, local folks have been burst-
ing out onto playing fields and running free like 
so many buffalo. Cricketers, baseballers, touch 
footballers, beach volleyballers, softballers and 
people who just like to run – shout-out to The 
Vipers and to Joe Ward and the crew at Manly 
Beach Running Club – are doing what they love 
the most: telling the global pandemic to FRO. 

And in the meantime, we’re all still winning. 
Yes, somehow, despite so many mid-year 
months of enforced inactivity, so many local 
heroes are in the running for so many gongs 
for good deeds and service. Four locals and 
the Narrabeen Classic World Surf League leg 
have been named as finalists in the NSW Sport 
Awards at Parramatta’s CommBank Stadium on 
Monday, January 24.

The gala dinner will see Mark Webber 
(motor racing), Mick Fanning (surfing), 
Naomi Flood (surf lifesaving and kayaking), 
Kerri Pottharst (beach volleyball), and Harry 
Williams (football) inducted into the NSW Hall 
of Champions. The great Mark Ella (rugby) will 
be placed high in an antechamber of the pan-
theon when he is elevated to Legend.Officially, 
a Legend. You could ask for little more in terms 
of recognition about a body of work.

Another legend, NSW Blues coach Brad 
“Freddy” Fittler of Terrey Hills, is a finalist 
for Coach of the Year. North Manly’s Mick 
Garnett, the Wheelchair Sports CEO, is  
a finalist for Administrator of the Year.
Freshwater volleyballer Stefanie Fejes is a 
finalist for Young Athlete of the Year while 
Winter Paralympian, Manly’s Ben Tudhope,  
is a finalist for Young Athlete of the Year with  
a Disability. Well done and good luck all.

Meanwhile, Manly Warringah Softball 
Association has been nominated for 
Association of the Year at the Softball NSW 
awards. Long-time MWSA administrator Doug 
Stracey has been nominated for Volunteer 
of the Year. The MSWA is also nominated for 
umpire development. What an association.  
No wonder so many people want to be asso-

ciated with it. In a huge fillip for the squads, 
Olympian Jade Wall of Davidson Softball Club 
attended U/12 and U/16 training ahead of 
December’s State Championships. 

“Talking to the girls reminded me I love 
the game as much now as when I started out,” 
Wall said. “And I really enjoyed working with 
the MWSA teams in their State Championships 
preparation. I started playing when I was 9 
and going on to represent my region and state 
was a huge buzz.” Representing Australia was 
something else again, "The road to Tokyo felt 
a lot like a roller coaster with highs and lows. 
We were constantly overcoming challenges in 
an ever-changing Covid environment. It was a 
long road but all worth it when you’re standing 
on the diamond at the Olympic Games in the 
green and gold singing the Australian national 
anthem. Hitting the home run in the Mexico 
game is definitely my career highlight and I 
will never forget that feeling." 

Wall was one of four local girls to repre-
sent Australia at the Olympics in Japan along 
with Davidson teammates Tarni Stepto and 
Michelle Cox, and Brianna Trim of Warringah 
Softball Club.

The MWSA – celebrating its 50th year -  
will kick-off their 10-week season on January 
29. Each Saturday in December they will  
be running skills sessions and pre-season 
matches for all players. Rep players will  
compete in U/12, U/14, U/16 and Open  
categories in the NSW State Championships.

Around the Grounds

Words: Matt Cleary, editor of Beaches 
Champion, providing daily news about 
the people and clubs involved in sport 
on the northern beaches. Read at  
www.beacheschampion.com.au  

In sports news, sports fans,  
the news is … we’re back! 

Sport

Given Tom’s prodigious output I was keen  
to know how he finds time to read for his own 
pleasure. His twinkling eyes twinkled even 
more than usual when he spoke about the 
magic of listening to books on his long daily 
walks around North Head. He has started 
re-reading the classics on his walks, books 
from his youth, and has found he appreciates 
them with renewed pleasure after the pas-
sage of many decades and much life experi-
ence, singling out Dostoevsky’s The Brothers 
Karamazov and Emily Bronte’s Wuthering 
Heights. Other authors he enjoys were an 
eclectic mix consisting of John Banville, 
Barbara Kingsolver, Peter Carey, William  
Boyd, Martin Amis and Sadie Smith. 

Keneally reckons “Any mug can write a 
novel”, and maybe that’s right, but it’s much 
harder for any mug to get published. Just ask 
all the self-published authors out there. So I 
asked the great man about how the publish-
ing industry has changed in his time. Keneally 
said: “It was all much more informal back then. 
Editors had more sway than sales and market-
ing. In the 1960s it was more trial publishing, 
let’s suck it and see if the public like it. When 
considering publishing anyone’s work there 
was always the question about whether they’d 
have another book in them.”  He expressed 
doubt about whether he’d get a start today 
with publishers’ expectations being so high 
and the editing resources, which once played  
a vital role providing constructive critique, 
now being spread very thin.  

I couldn’t resist getting Keneally’s take on 
the emergence of woke culture in today’s 
world. He sees it as being “an excessive but 
necessary extreme swinging of the pendulum 
that was overdue especially from the perspec-
tive of Australians writing from an Aboriginal 
perspective.” Recalling writing The Chant of 
Jimmie Blacksmith, Keneally has said many 
times that he would not have written it from 
an Aboriginal point of view because that was 
“insensitive.”  He held up a copy of his latest 
novel Corporate Hitler’s Pistol and admitted 
that when writing it he was conscious of Stan 
Grant’s criticism of his portrayal of Aboriginal 
women. He’s taken Stan’s views on board. 

Keneally’s ability to speak easily on so many 
topics is charmingly endearing He’s self-dep-
recating, witty and has the spontaneous laugh 
of a young boy. No laughs occurred as we 
discussed his greatest fear for his beloved 
grandchildren. It took a nanosecond for him 
to reveal it to be global warming. “Just two 
degrees of warming will make large swathes  
of Australia unliveable” and “young people  
have every right to be angry at the people  
in charge because they behave like enemies  
of civilisation.” 

Taking his grandchildren on walks above the 
Q Station is a favourite activity. He loves that 
it’s “such a precipitous walk, a place of death 
and detention, beauty and misery.” He told me 
about places where the dead were dumped 
and, at Blue Fish Point in the 1980s, where a 
young gay man was pushed to his death. My 
imagination has visions of Keneally walking 
with his grandchildren and scaring the bejesus 
out of them with these stories, especially if the 
walks happen as the light is fading. 

 I have to admit I was a little overwhelmed 
interviewing Manly’s only national living  
treasure. But I needn’t have been because  
Tom Keneally is one of those people who 
exudes warmth, wisdom and kindness.  
Thanks for the chinwag, Tom!

A Chinwag with Tom Keneally

Words: Paige Turner

Tom Keneally talks to Paige Turner about reading, 
writers, life and a few fears.
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Australia's national living treasure



The Tawny Frogmouth December 202122 23

What is the substance to the 
US oil reserve deal so praised 
by our PM and Minister for 
Energy, Angus Taylor?

Shrouded in secrets, the 
deal announced in the first 
half of 2020 promised “many 
millions of barrels” of oil at 
“historic low prices”. The 
stated intent of the deal was 
for Australia to lease space in 
the US Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve (SPR) to store and 
access Australian-owned oil 
during a global emergency. 
Sounds great as an announce-
ment (or three) but the deal 
appears to have delivered not 
much at all. The reality seems 
to be more cheap trick than 
cheap oil.

Admittedly, buying vast 
quantities of ultra-cheap 
oil to store in a safe reserve 
makes strategic sense – not-
withstanding the logistics of 
shipping the oil from the US 
to Australia in a time of emer-
gency. However, research 
undertaken by Michael West 
Media located Australian and 
US government documents 
that show the Australian 
government appears to have 

bought very little oil, paid too 
much and massively under 
utilised the SPR storage  
capacity it had negotiated. 
A previously undisclosed 
aspect of the agreement be-
tween Australia and the US is 
that Australia can store up to 
25 million barrels in the SPR, 
according to a US Depart-
ment of Energy report. The 
maximum storage capacity 
has never been made public, 
despite the multiple an-
nouncements. What we know 
is that Australia has thus far 
spent $US70 million buying a 
piddly 1.7 million barrels of oil 
- about two days’ supply.  
In essence Australia has a large 
 fuel storage tank, but Taylor’s 
deal barely filled it enough to 
move the needle.

Australia bought oil in two 
tranches. The first tranche 
saw 1.5 million barrels bought 
in mid-2020 from an undis-
closed US seller. The name 
remains a secret, despite our 
repeated questioning of the 
minister’s office and his de-
partment. The oil price at the 
time was $US39 a barrel, but 
even the amount of oil bought 

Australia on Wrong End of 
Trump Era Oil Play
by Jommy Tee, Michael West Media

Strategic oil reserve or strategic marketing announcement?

remained a secret until it was 
buried as a one-line reference 
in Scott Morrison’s National 
Energy Address last year. 
Australia bought a second 
tranche of 0.2 million barrels 
direct from the SPR earlier 
this year for $US11.4 million, 
or $US58 a barrel.

When Taylor first spruiked 
the deal in March 2020, oil 
was trading at $US28 a barrel. 
Oil prices then plunged to 
minus (yes, MINUS!) $US38  
a barrel in April 2020, before 
rebounding and rising up-
wards since. 

On the day when oil was 
priced at circa $US10 a barrel, 
Taylor was proclaiming 
Australia would spend “A$94 
million to buy oil at the cur-
rent low global prices”. Had he 
done so then, he could have 
bought at least 6.5 million 
barrels, and not 1.7 million. 
Australia missed the boat, not 
filling up at super low prices, 
instead buying oil at an aver-
age of $US40 a barrel.

The deal also contains 
multiple fees associated with 
storing the oil in the US SPR. 
A redacted version of the 
lease agreement reveals that 
it is subject to daily lease fees, 
filling fees, drawdown fees, 
withdrawal fees and a fee 
escalation process contained 
within the lease. The exact 
lease fees Australia is paying 
were among the redactions. 
We did ask the department to 
confirm that fees were capped 
at $A2.5 million – a figure it 
had publicly announced as 
lease fees – but received no 
answer.

Not only did Australia not 
fill up the tank, but it also 
didn’t do so at the historic low 
prices – a kind person would 
call that a lack of foresight. 
Yet another accountability 
and transparency fail by the 
Morrison government. IM
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The Coalition’s election war-chest will be 
brimming with fossil fuel donations thanks to 
demands by Barnaby Joyce and Keith Pitt to 
transfer $250bn from Australia to Chinese and 
other coal and gas companies.

Looks can be deceiving. Former PM Tony 
Abbott might be running about Taiwan “beat-
ing the drums of war” with China, but the 
National Party leadership, Misters Barnaby 
Joyce and Keith Pitt are hell-bent on giving the 
Chinese big wads of Aussie cash. 

The looming Federal Election will be like 
nothing Australia has seen before; the cam-
paign funded by a deluge of political donations 
from the fossil fuel sector in return for massive 
public subsidies; and the irony is that a goodly 
chunk of it will go to Chinese companies, 
which are in turn controlled by the Chinese 
Communist Party.

Barnaby Joyce and Keith Pitt, the two senior 
National Party reps in the government, are de-
manding a $250b slush fund of public subsidies 
for fossil fuels for coal and gas. 

This is the quid pro quo, their trade-off, 
for signing up with the rest of the world to 
net zero emissions, for agreeing with the 
“neo-moderates” Scott Morrison and Josh 
Frydenberg who have recently seen the light 
on climate action, apparently along with 
Rupert Murdoch’s News Corp. 

The supreme irony of this grotesque grab 
for coal and gas donations is that it would 
transfer billions to the Chinese. 

What does China control in the resourc-
es sector? The gigantic coal port, Port of 
Newcastle, Yancoal Australia, coal miner CITIC 
Australia, gas pipelines operator Jemena and 
Alinta Energy, to name a few. 

There are many more, and many more be-
sides financed by banks such as Bank of China 
which will need to be bailed out when the 
music stops in the fossil fuels sector.

Chairman of the Energy Security Board, 
Kerry Schott, said recently that coal power 
would be gone from Australia by the mid-
2030s. But instead of letting financial markets 
do their thing, Deputy Prime Minister Joyce, 
Resources Minister Pitt and of course Nats 
senator Matt Canavan are keen to hop to the 
rescue of foreign corporations with their pro-
posed $250bn “loan facility”.

Why should Australians prop up foreign fos-
sil fuel corporations? Should not old-fashioned 
capitalism prevail? “Bugger off,” Matt Canavan 
told the Fin Review. 

Their slush fund proposal would not merely 
bail out the Chinese, it would rescue a host of 
other multinational corporations too, almost 
all of which deploy tax haven structures to 
eliminate their tax contribution to Australia.

Much of the subsidies proposed by Joyce, 
Pitt and Canavan go to the likes of infamous 
global tax avoider Glencore, US oil giant 
Exxon, the Anglo-Dutch Shell, the biggest 
coal company in the US, Peabody Coal, and 
the Queensland gas frackers such as BG 
International.

Already, most of the companies mentioned 
above are spectacular freeloaders. Gas giant 
Jemena, 60% owned by State Grid of China, is 
in a long-standing stoush with the Tax Office, 
Yancoal pays zero. So do Peabody, CITIC and 
fracker BG.

On the face of it, it would appear the 
Coalition is going into the election campaign 
with a “good cop, bad cop” strategy.

The Liberal Party, the senior partner in 
the Coalition junta, is finally pretending to be 
agreeable on climate action while the Nats are 
keeping their big resources donors onside to 
fund the campaign. 

The reality however is that public subsidies 
for fossil fuels have been ramping up under the 
eight years of Coalition rule.

Barnaby and Keith’s 
plot for Australia to 
Subsidise China
by Michael West, Michael West Media 
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Radio Northern Beaches (RNB) is a commu-
nity radio station. What exactly does that 
mean? We are set up as a co-operative, not a 
profit-driven organisation. We’re run entirely 
by volunteers, most of whom create and 
broadcast programs, hence our slogan – for 
the community, by the community. Our aim is 
to give Northern Beaches people an opportu-
nity to create radio programs for the benefit 
of community listeners.
How many people are involved in running RNB? 
The station is run by a Board, elected by the 
members. At the moment we have over sixty 
members, producing more than fifty weekly 
programs. We also have members who prefer 
to work behind the scenes giving technical 
and admin support. Our regular Radio Skills 
Workshops produce a constant stream of 
broadcasters-in-waiting so we’re never short 
of the next generation of radio stars.
Where is the studio? And do you transmit 
or stream? The studio is in Terrey Hills. 
There are two transmitters. One broadcasts 
on 88.7FM, serving the Northern half of the 
Peninsula. The other broadcasts on 90.3FM, 
covering the Southern half. Listeners can 
also tune into the live stream on our website, 
www.rnb.org.au, through apps like TuneIn 
Radio, or via on-demand services like  
www.mixcloud.com
Is Radio Northern Beaches a talk station, 
a music station or what? We have a mix of 
both, some focussing on music of different 
eras and styles - Sixties, Eighties, jazz, blues, 
electronic, classical – and others discussing 
local issues, sport, the Beaches environment, 
books, philosophy and religion. We have 
regular interviews with the Mayor, local MPs, 
volunteers, The Tawny Frogmouth, and other 
notable people in our area. 

Video killed the radio star predicted one hit wonder 
band The Buggles in 1979 but Radio Northern Beaches 
took no notice because it launched in 1975 giving voice 
to locals without fear of censorship or commercial 
pressure and is going stronger than ever. Liam Carroll 
found out from RNB Presenter David Stewart-
Hunter about what makes our Manly to Palm Beach 
community radio station so special.

Do you know how many listeners do you 
have? We know that 24% of all adults in 
Greater Sydney tune into a community 
station each week. That’s less than the ABC’s 
34%, and the 64% listening to any commer-
cial station, but it’s still a hefty chunk of 
listeners. Obviously, we aim to keep raising 
our profile and our listenership.
How are you planning to do that? Through 
partnerships with other Northern Beaches 
organisations like Rotary, Lifeline, United 
Cinemas and their networks, but also through 
connecting with generous sponsors like Man 
and His Van, Just Better Care and Johnson 
Bros Mitre 10 and United Cinemas. We also 
get a lot of visibility from outside broadcasts 
at local surf carnivals, Lifeline book fairs, and 
music festivals, and regular coverage of live 
music at local venues.
How do people get to become broadcasters? 
It’s not difficult, but obviously people can’t 
just rock up and start talking into a micro-
phone! The starting point is the Radio Skills 
Workshops that we run at the studio every 
two or three months, all day on a Saturday, 
for up to ten people at a time. Anyone 
interested can book into our Radio Skills 
Workshops through the Northern Beaches 
Community College or by emailing  
training@rnb.org.au

Radio Northern Beaches
Zen & the Art of

Radio Northern Beaches broadcasts on 88.7  
and 90.3FM, streaming live on www.rnb.org.au  
For sponsorship enquiries, call 02 9453 4903

Scan here to view NBR’s  
program guide

Interview: Liam Carroll

BOOK FAIR
GIANT

St Augustine’s College
Federal Parade

BROOKVALE

December 9–12
Thurs 11-7 • Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-5 • Sun 9-3

Lifeline Book Fairs raise funds for Lifeline’s
crisis support and suicide prevention services. 
Visit www.lifelinenb.org.au to find out more.

NEWSTOCKDAILY!
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In Spring (and early Summer), 
we often find baby birds on 
the ground. This could be 
for many reasons. Perhaps 
they’re learning to fly. Maybe 
they’re ground dwellers. 
They may have been blown 
or fallen out of a nest. Or 
they may indeed be injured. 

It is important not to 
kidnap babies but also not 
to leave a baby in a dan-
gerous situation, so how 
do you know what to do? 
Keep in mind, a baby bird’s 
best chance for survival and 
learning much needed skills 
is with its family. 

So, first assess the situa-
tion from a distance. Don’t 
rush in. You may be seen as 
a big predator and startle or 
scare the bird into a worse 
situation. Once you’ve arrived 

on the scene, ask yourself the 
questions according to the 
below flow chart. This will 
help you decide whether it is 
safe to leave the bird, pop it 
in a safer spot or intervene. 

If you don’t know what bird 
it is, or want to check what 
is normal behaviour – take a 
photo and ask wildlife group 
or rescue group for ID. If you 
are putting a baby bird back 
in a safe spot, never move it 
too far from where you found 
it. If you take a baby bird to 
a vet or carer, take note of 
exactly where you found it. 
Carers may try to reunite 
later. 

If it is getting dark and you 
fear danger from predators 
and can’t get a wildlife 
rescuer, gently place it in a 
box or basket in a warm area 

Found a Baby Bird?  Here's What to Do...

Words & pic: Edwina Laginestra 
Wildlife rescuer, Sydney Wildlife

with a smooth towel and 
somewhere to snuggle, then 
release it again at first light. 
Do not give it food or water.

If you have any doubts or 
concerns at all, don’t hesitate 
to ring a rescue group for 
advice, and remember, it 
is illegal to keep any native 
wildlife without a licence.
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How did you discover you have a gift for art?  
It’s something I’ve loved to do since preschool. 
My teachers would always comment that it was 
my favourite activity.
What inspires your art? Ideas for illustrations 
come when I’m thinking of other things.  
This is when my imagination comes to life.
How would you describe your art? I love  
to illustrate, especially in black and white.  
Many of my illustrations are in a cartoon style,  
but I like to draw in a detailed style as well.  
I draw a big variety of subjects such as people, 
fashion and nature.
What are you working on at the moment? 
I have designed a series of Christmas cards 
which I will sell so that I can give all the money 
raised to a local charity, Bear Cottage. 
How can people buy these Christmas cards? 
The best way is to follow my Instagram page 
@artistesgp where you can check out my 
Christmas card designs and decide which you 
like. You can also email artistesgp@gmail.com
What is it about Bear Cottage that inspired 
you to help out? They’re an amazing local 
charity doing incredible work to help sick kids. 
Is there a famous quote that inspires you? 
“One child, one teacher, one book, one pen can 
change the world.” Malala Yousafzai.

Simona Pascuzzo

Go Simona! Xmas Card fundraiser for Bear Cottage

Local Young Artist

Simona is a 'Young' finalist in the Northern 
Beaches Environmental Art Prize. Good luck 

Simona! Learn more about Bear Cottage or make a 
donation at bearcottage.schn.health.nsw.gov.au

If you’re a frequent visitor 
to Manly markets, you’ve no 
doubt crossed paths with this 
month’s globetrotting, nature 
doting, ocean loving, Tawny 
Frogmouth cover artist, Jules 
Lawson. She can be found at 
her Saturday stall with a smile 
from ear to ear, standing 
in front of her array of tea 
towels, face masks, greetings 
cards, cushions, native teas 
and, of course, her signed fine  
art prints. 

Jules’ artwork celebrates 
the beauty and quirky 
personalities of animals, both 
Australian and those from all 
across the globe, making her 
the perfect artist to create  
a cover commemorating  
our magazine’s first year  
in circulation.

What’s your favourite beach?
Freshie for the surf. Store 
for the tranquillity for going 
stand-up paddle boarding. 

Where’s your favourite place 
to eat, drink, hang out? The 
Pocket in Freshwater for 
coffee and a post surf brekkie. 
Stowaways for a balcony gin 
and tonic in the sun. 

What’s the best thing about 
the Northern Beaches? Lots 
of bush, beaches, surf and 
easy proximity to the city if 
you want more action. 

What inspired your cover 
artwork? Having some tawny 
frogmouths visit my garden 
fence and, of course, the ar-
rival of The Tawny Frogmouth 
mag on the Beaches!

What inspires your art in 
general? The animals I 
meet when I travel around 
Australian and overseas. 

How would you describe your 
art? A frozen moment in 
time or a snapshot of animal 
personalities and interactions. 

How did you discover you 
had a gift for art? I started 
off drawing Walt Disney 
cartoons, but I soon realised 
I didn’t need Walt’s help and 
could draw my pets all on  
my own!

Did you study art? I’m mostly 
self-taught, though I often 
attend various workshops run 
by other artists. 

What are you working on  
at the moment? Animal  
illustrations for a book written 
by a beloved Grandma that 
the family would like to print 
to keep. 

How can people buy and  
support your art? Follow  
@julesnatureartist on 
Instagram, join my mailing  
list via my website:  
www.julesnatureartist.com 
where my new art can be 
viewed before it reaches 
social media, online galleries 
and 50,000 Tawny Frogmouth 
covers. You can also buy direct 
from the website and, now 
that Covid-19 lockdowns have 
ended, you can even come 
and visit me at my Manly 
market stall on Saturdays.

Any advice for young, aspiring 
artists? Keep drawing as 
much as possible, and don't 
throw old work away. Have 
a go at any art opportunities 
that come your way.

What’s your favourite thing 
about what you do? Being 
able to work outside amongst 
nature and not being ruled by 
time.

Any words of wisdom for 
Tawny Frogmouth readers?
Always have an adventure 
in the planning stage and 
don’t take where you live for 
granted. 

Is there a suitably pretentious 
quote you draw inspiration 
from? “I wish the world was 
twice as big – and half of it 
was still unexplored.” David 
Attenborough.

Jules Lawson hard at work in the great outdoors of Allambie Heights

Jules Lawson
Local Artist

Interview: Liam Carroll

Do you love performing?
Dream of getting in front 
of the camera?
Want to earn some 
money?

We are looking for talented 
people of all ages and looks  
to join our acting agency. 
No previous experience 
necessary, just a willingness  
to work and a desire to have fun!

KFC, Zara, NAB, Yellowtail Wines, Panadol, Optus, Target, 
Blackmores, Arnotts, Westpac, NRMA, Woolworths, Dettol, 
Moccona, Crayola, Myer, McDonalds, Toyota, Officeworks,  

ANZ, Macquarie Uni, Telstra, IGA

Companies our talent have advertised for…

Creative Talent 
Australia

Live. Create. Perform

www.creativetalentaustralia.com.au

info@creativetalentaustralia.com.au  |  0414 457 673
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You’re  faced with losing a loved one, 
you're in shock and grieving and don’t 

know where to start and how to 
honour your loved one. 

We are ready to gently guide and support you, 
answer all your questions, even those you 

didn’t know you had, compassionately listen 
so that you feel seen, heard and supported.
 We promise to help you find the very best 

way to truly honour your loved one.  

Contact Keri Alexander anytime on:
Mobile: 0401 040 161

 info@abetterwayfunerals.com.au
 www.abetterwayfunerals.com.au

As a mother of a large and 
bustling family, we seem to  
be constantly planning the 
next ‘life event’. We’ve had 
the most remarkable times 
organising and celebrating 
birthdays, christenings, 
engagements, weddings, with 
Easter and Christmas our 
annual specialities. For us, we 
will take almost any opportu-
nity to plan a feast and come 
together to celebrate our 
incredible family, the ten  
of us have always genuinely 
loved getting together.

Last month, for the first 
time, we had to plan one of 
these celebrations through 
our tears. Our warrior Paulie 
had remarkably survived more 
than a decade longer than his 
cancer prognosis, now finally 
succumbed and there we 
were, unsure what to do next 
as we started thinking about 
planning our first funeral.

You’d imagine that we 
would have been organised, 
ready for this expected 

next stage, but we weren’t. 
The two months prior to 
Paulie’s passing had been 
long, incredibly challenging 
and every single day was very 
emotional. During this time, 
I’d come to realise something 
very important and empow-
ering - that while we had long 
known the great honour in 
bringing our children into 
the world, it is the greatest 
privilege and responsibility to 
provide the best possible care 
for the person you love as he 
departs this world.

We poured our energy into 
looking after Paulie at home, 
keeping the music playing, 
candles burning, the love and 
the laughter around him all 
the way to the end. We were 
completely inexperienced in 
the art of palliative care, and 
we hoped that Paulie would 
agree that our bumbling was 
a small price to pay so that we 
could all be together with him. 

Between us, we’ve achieved 
some remarkable things: 

Paul McClean with his loving family at North Curl Curl 

university degrees, creative 
brilliance, the boys’ gorgeous 
Manly restaurants, lots of 
sporting successes and we 
also work hard to contribute 
to our beloved local 
community. Yet nothing will 
ever make me prouder than 
the way we came together 
to take care of Paulie. We 
cooked, cleaned, bathed, 
brewed endless cups of tea 
and we ensured that he was 
never alone. We kept him 
smiling with our unbelievably 
bad singing, dancing and air 
guitaring.

It felt quite sudden when, 
on Sydney’s ‘Freedom Day’ 
he was gone. That day, we 
were all experiencing the 
grief so differently, as mother 
I found it tough to ensure 
that everyone was OK while 
making decisions for us all. 

Which is the whole point 
of writing this. I share a little 
of our experience because 
we were lucky to discover 
the extraordinary services 
of Keri from A Better Way 
Funerals and I want to ensure 
that anyone on the Northern 
Beaches can reach out to Keri 
when they need her.  
Keri laid out all of the options, 
gently kept us to required 
deadlines, coordinated with 
the incredible Anne and Mel 
from Northern Beaches Home 
Nursing plus our GP, prepared 
all of the paperwork, wrote 
and hosted an exceptional 
service. Keri ensured the 
best possible experience for 
the most important family 
celebration we’ve ever had, 
the farewell of our Paulie.

Paul McClean
Hooroo

Words: Nici Andronicus Just Better Care Northern Beaches & Northern Suburbs      |     Call 02 9934 9999     |      Visit justbettercare.com/nbcareers

   Work-life balance  
       is 

Just Better
        with hours that  

                       suit you. 

Find out more and apply for a role at  
Just Better Care Northern Beaches  

& Northern Suburbs

Visit justbettercare.com/nbcareers

Aged Care & Disability Support  
roles available now.
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In May 2021 I wrote in The Tawny Frogmouth 
that buying a home was akin to Married at 
First Sight dating. With Covid lockdown 
restrictions it became more like getting 
married with no sight but that didn’t stop 
the market from booming at a rate that has 
caused mixed emotions depending on  
whether you’re buying or selling. 

If my last article inspired anyone to jump 
into the housing market, to get “hitched” in 
the most unromantic way imaginable - via a 
25-year mortgage, congratulations! To those 
who haven’t yet succumbed to the lure of 
bricks, mortar, stamp duty and unimaginable 
debt, never fear, as we move on from MAFS 
and onto Love Island. Think of me as your 
resident Dr Property. I’m here to prescribe 
appropriate medication that will assist all 
prospective suitors tie the knot for a success-
ful, long-lasting, love-filled relationship. 

 
5 Things You NEVER Tell a Real Estate Agent:
1.  Never disclose your total budget. As soon as 

the agent knows this, chances are they will 
seduce you into spending every last cent…
and then some.

2.  Never mention how long you’ve been  
looking. Like dating, it’s ok to be single. 
Take your time. Assess the market. Just 
because a friend recently married the 
dwelling of their dreams, don’t feel the  
urge to abandon your rental comforts for 
life-long commitments. 

3.  Never boast or gloat about bad dates, and 
don’t let the agent know which properties 
you’ve come close but just missed out on. 
This entire discussion will be avoided any-
how if you abide point 1 and never disclose 
your budget. When you’re looking to buy 
property, it’s not only ok to have secrets, 

but also ultimately in your best interests. 
4.  Never fall in love too quickly. But, if you 

do fall head over heels, never let this intel 
become apparent to the agent. Be mindful 
too, while first impressions can set your 
heart aflutter, once the styled furniture are 
gone, and the sassy kitchen bench is no 
longer decked out with San Pellegrino bot-
tles, the home of your dreams may swiftly 
lose its lustre, which leads to point 5.

5.  Never commit without going on a second 
date, even a bad one! This will open your 
eyes to all the things you didn’t see upon 
first encounter. A second date, prefera-
bly in the harsh light of day, ensures your 
assessment is grounded in fact. Sometimes 
this isn’t pretty, but it’s always in your best 
interests. 

If you think I’m being negative, no way, 
these are lessons learned from experience 
and providing many tissues and a shoulder 
for prospective purchasers to cry on.  There 
is something positive I encourage you to do 
as you set about finding and securing your 
home and it’s this: hire a relationship expert 
– a buyer’s agent. They’re your best friend 
when it comes to successfully navigating the 
property market. 

At times they will encourage you to call 
before the third day after the date or tell you 
to pull your head in and that you can do far 
better. They may serve as a grief counsellor 
along the way – no need to reach for that 
chocolate ice cream and spoon. But, when 
all’s said and done, they are your best asset, 
ensuring you avoid the traps along the way, 
while always keeping your eyes on the prize. 

 
Words: Paul Wilcox, Property Buyers Agent

The property market has gone nuts; price guides and auction reserves are 
meaningless, and the Northern Beaches is at the pinnacle of sky-rocketing prices. 
This just makes it more important than ever to be guarded about what you do and 

don’t share with those smiling real estate agents.

What NOT to Tell a Real Estate Agent
Property

w:

Australia’s
#1 Independent
Brokerage

We help Australians climb the property ladder with 

ease by simplifying the mortgage process and doing 

the legwork for you.

 

Shore Financial offers a revolutionary mortgage 

process with intelligent credit, with 15 minute formal 

approvals.

 

Our multi-award winning team have access to 

market leading interest rates, starting from 1.99%*.

 

We are accredited to negotiate with over 70 lenders 

on our panel, allowing us to provide you expert 

advice.

 

Being Australia’s #1 independent brokerage, we provide you with the scale, strength,

and experience to fight for the best deal and acquire it for you.

 

Take comfort in the fact that we are number one where it matters most.

Sales Associate

jamesleader@shorefinancial.com.au
0450 029 418

e:
m:

James Leader

Find Out How Much
You Can Borrow

Check Your
Loan Health

The Leading Lending Experts
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An energy plan 
that gives back.

WWW.SIMPLYENERGY.COM.AU/SIMPLY-VINNIES
TO FIND OUT IF YOU COULD SAVE:

The Simply Vinnies Energy Plan  
is great value, 100% carbon neutral 
energy and supports Vinnies work  
in the community. 

Giving has never been simpler. 

Not available in all areas.

Vinnies family services are one of many com-
munity programs that are hoping to benefit 
from a new partnership with Simply Energy.

Simply Energy have created an electricity 
and gas product specifically for Vinnies which 
offers a special supporters low energy rate, 
supplies 100% carbon neutral energy and for 

every person who joins the plan, Simply will 
give Vinnies an ongoing payment every month 
to help fund their good works. So you can 
get a great rate on energy while supporting 
vital services in our community at no cost to 
yourself.

Vinnies hope the project will generate 
much needed additional funding which can go 
towards their many services around NSW such 
as Vincentian House that offer crisis accom-
modation and specialist services for families 
facing hardship and homelessness.

“We are hoping a lot of people will be able 
to save money by switching to this product 
and, at the same time, enable us to do more for 
people in need.” said Mitchell Sadler, Director 
of Commercial Enterprise at Vinnies, “Simply 
will be giving us $3 a month for every live 
account or $6 if people take dual fuel, that can 
quickly add up and will be put to great use”

Simply Vinnies, energy that’s good for you, 
the community and the environment.

Energy That's Good For 
You, the Community 
and the Environment

To see if you can save while also supporting 
Vinnies go to www.simplyenergy.com.au/
simply-vinnies

The federal member for Mackellar, Jason 
Falinksi, recently voted to keep alive the  
option of seismic testing and drilling for gas 
and petroleum off our beautiful coast here  
on the Northern Beaches. 

The Petroleum Exploration Permit 11 (PEP11) 
is a licence to drill for offshore gas in the 
Sydney Basin, between Newcastle and Manly, 
something that would damage our local marine 
environment and coastlines, disturb whale 
migrations, and allow for immense rigs to be 
visible from the shore.

The Northern Beaches Surfrider Foundation 
states on its website, ‘Our nation’s oceans, 
waves and beaches are vital recreational, 
economic and ecological treasures that will  
be harmed as a result of the industrialisation  
of our coastline.’

In order to end the possibility once and for 
all of this occurring, Zali Steggall, the federal 
member for Warringah, recently introduced 
the Stopping PEP 11 Bill. Mr Falinski voted 
against supporting the Bill despite being  
aware that PEP11 is broadly unpopular with  
the people of his electorate. 

The outcome of the Bill’s rejection is that 
the permit remains active and a decision on 
an application for an extension to the permit 
remains solely in the hands of Queensland 
Nationals Energy Minister, Keith Pitt, someone 
who is highly supportive of the government’s 
‘gas-led recovery’ plan. 

In the meantime, the permit holder Advent 
Energy continues to take steps to commence 
exploratory drilling, and the people of the 
Northern Beaches are left wondering if this  
is what a ‘gas-led recovery’ looks like for us. 

PEP11 – NOT Dead  
in the Water

Yet another PEP 11 protest. Will an election unearth  
a federal member who’ll take action?

Words: Sophie Scamps, Mackellar Rising

Grazing boxes, boards and tables 

Pop up Kitchens, great for fundraising. 

Paella, Canapés and Tapas 

Let us arrange your next catered event

“ First class catering at 
moderate prices ”

0410 797 473   |   blatchfordskitchen.com.au 
chris@blatchfordskitchen.com.au

OCEAN & POOL 
SWIM COACHING

LEARN TO SWIM  /  STROKE CORRECTION  
OCEAN SWIMMING

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

goodswim.com.au  |  0404 245 825
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Are you getting all you are entitled to?
1.  The age pension age is 66.5 - which is a 

little confusing. Did you know you can apply 
12 weeks before you turn 66.5? If you are 
turning 66, it is time to run the ruler over 
eligibility.

2.  As soon as you receive your Pensioner 
Concession Card, start applying for your 
entitlements (see below for my Top 5).

3.  If you are not eligible for the Age Pension - 
make sure you understand why, so you can 
apply if things change.

4.  If you are not eligible for the Age Pension, 
you could be eligible for the Commonwealth 
Seniors Health Card - potentially saving you 
more than $2500 in healthcare costs. Low 
income returns on investments and changes 
in deeming rates could make you eligible.

5.  Update Centrelink - if you are already 
receiving a part pension, a change in assets 
of $1000 could mean an extra $78 in age 
pension payments.

The Top 5 (and a couple more)
1.  If you receive an age pension, make sure you 

are receiving these five entitlements:
     - Gas Rebate
    - Electricity Rebate
    - Water Rebate
    - Council Rate Discount
    - Drivers license and Registration Concession
2.  If you do not receive an Age Pension, but you 

hold a Commonwealth Seniors Health Card, 
make sure you have applied for the Seniors 
Energy Rebate.

3.  If you are part of a couple, make sure you 
are registered for the Medicare safety net as 
a family or couple.

Are you over 66.5 and still working?
1.  If you are still working, you could still be 

eligible for the Age Pension or Common-
wealth Seniors Health Card. Make sure you 
clarify this.

2.  If you are still working because you don’t 
have much in savings - check and see how 
you could restructure your work to make the 
most of your eligibility for the Age Pension 
to support your living costs.

The Pension Loans Scheme
If you own a property (i.e your home) and need 
an income top-up, the Pension Loan Scheme is 
worth a look.

Get myGov organised
The Government wants you online, and not at 
their service desks (whether you like it or not!). 
It’s time to get set up to:
-  Easily update income and assets for 

Centrelink
- Check Medicare Claims and safety net status
-  Complete your tax return (or declare you 

don’t need to) at the press of a button.
-  Start collecting Health data via MyHealth 

Record.

Fine tune your investing
Your investments should be easy to track, you 
should be confident you are getting a good 
deal, you should feel safe, and you should be 
able to explain easily to someone the reasons 
behind your decisions. This is what I call the 
BBQ test: the short answer you have ready, 
and that comes easily, if asked how you’re 
managing your retirement savings. Of course, 
nobody really wants to talk about this stuff at 
a BBQ do they? But having this answer front of 
mind is what helps you keep track. And that’s 
what matters most. 

The Retiree Checklist
This is for the 30,000 or so age pensioners and Commonwealth Seniors Health Card holders on the 

Northern Beaches. A special shout out goes to those turning 66 this year - you have work to do!

Words: Brendan Ryan 
Brendan is a Certified Financial Planner. 
For independent retirement and financial 
advice: visit laterlifeadvice.com.au  
email brendan@laterlifeadvice.com.au  
or call 0412 181 031

As this goes to print, we’re in the middle of 
COP26 at Glasgow. And one of the most heart 
wrenching speeches was from David Atten-
borough, imploring us to be motivated by 
hope not fear, and calling for a new industrial 
revolution, one powered by sustainable inno-
vations. Hear, hear!

Looking into the innovation archives, I 
came across an article on the 50 greatest 
breakthroughs since the wheel. It reveals a lot 
about humanity and the nature of progress. 
For example, the delayed appearance of the 
wheelbarrow, one of the simplest labour-sav-
ing devices. It didn’t occur to anyone for 
thousands of years after the wheel. And while 
the internet obviously has brought speed and 
scale to communication, the real leap occurred 
in the mid-1800s with the invention of the 
telegraph. 

The addition that most caught my eye (no 
pun intended) was the optical lens. Coming in 
at number 5, the invention of optical lenses 
amounts to the greatest onetime IQ boost in 
human history, massively expanding the pool 
of literate people. So, what happens when you 
can see clearly? 

The year 2020 was a year of misery for 
many, but it was also the year the climate crisis 
became crystal clear. Twice as much land 
burned in California as ever before; in Siberia 
“zombie fires” smouldered all through the 
Arctic winter; in Brazil, a quarter of the Panta-
nal, the world’s largest wetland, was inciner-
ated and here in Australia, bushfires took the 
lives of 3 billion animals.

Also in 2020; the US pledged to fully 
decarbonise its economy within 40 years, as 
did hundreds of the world's most influential 
businesses; investors with trillions of dollars 
called time on coal financing and pledged to 
deliver net zero emission portfolios; hydrogen 
fuelled and battery-operated planes took to 
the skies; lab grown meat hit the market; re-
newables set multiple new records and electric 
vehicles cropped up everywhere. These are 

strong signs climate action is becoming deeply 
embedded into how the world works.

At Australian Ethical, after more than 3 dec-
ades of diligently making money do good, in 
the past two years we have seen a seismic shift 
from 10% of the population being interested 
in ethical investing, to now being almost 80%. 
This tells me people’s eyes have been opened 
to the urgency of tackling climate change 
through ethical investing. They want access 
to strategies across asset classes designed to 
deliver positive impact for people and planet, 
as well as investment performance. 

Companies pursuing innovative climate 
solutions won’t succeed in a vacuum. We must 
work hard to develop deep ecosystems to 
facilitate their success. This includes activating 
businesses, investors, governments, univer-
sities, research institutions, and others. Each 
participant has an important role to play, from 
global policy makers at COP26 to the newest 
Australian Ethical member investing their 
superannuation for a better world.

The human being is a perplexing creature. 
Clever enough to have worked out in the 1800s 
the more CO2 there is in the atmosphere, 
the more the Earth’s temperature will rise. 
Foolish enough to continue to use coal, oil 
and gas despite growing evidence of flooding, 
heat and extreme weather events. Within the 
challenges we face are the most extraordinary 
opportunities for human ingenuity to triumph, 
reminding me of the African proverb, “If you 
want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, 
go together.” When it comes to climate, most 
people now see we must do both.

What Happens When You See Clearly?

This article provides general information only and does not 
take into account your objectives, financial situation or needs.  
To find out more, visit australianethical.com.au and read the 
relevant PDS and TMD to consider whether Australian Ethical’s 
products are right for you. Australian Ethical Investment Ltd 
(ABN 47 003 188 930, AFSL 229949)

Words: Maria Loyez, Australian Ethical

80% of Australians are interested 
in ethical investing and want 
investment strategies that  
deliver positive impact for  
people and planet.
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Almost everything we buy is packaged, often 
unnecessarily and often in plastic. Most of that 
packaging goes into our red bin soon after 
purchase, then directly to landfill. Eight million 
tonnes of plastic waste end up in our water-
ways every year – that’s one garbage truck of 
plastic waste being tipped into the ocean every 
minute of every day. This plastic never leaves 
the planet, simply degrading into ever smaller 
micro-particles that enter the food chain. 

It is time to consider what packaging we 
really need. Lightweight plastics such as cling 
film, takeaway food and drink containers, 
balloons, plastic bags and straws are the most 
life threatening to our marine life. 100,000 
marine animals die every year by mistaking 
plastic waste for food, often dying painfully 
and before reaching reproductive age. Much of 
Europe has now banned plastic packaging on 
fruit, vegetables and magazines. Sadly, this is 
not the case in Australia. 

What can you do?  
Firstly, accept that sometimes there is no 
alternative packaging. Milk is one example, 
though milk in glass bottles used to be the 
norm. Secondly, consider whether you can buy 
the same or similar item without the plastic 
packaging. Thirdly, where possible, choose 
alternative packaging such as glass, cardboard, 
paper or tins which are 100% recyclable. 
Plastic is not. 

Packaging alternatives when grocery shopping  
Choose glass over plastic containers for peanut 
butter, honey, mayonnaise, sauces, salad 
dressings and the like. Select paper wrapping 
and cardboard boxes for sugar, flour, toilet 
paper, laundry powder, pasta, crackers etc. 
Avoid packaged fruit and vegetables. Take your 
own produce bags or use mushroom paper 
bags and select the fruit and vegetables you 
want in the quantities you need.

Zero waste gift suggestions  
Shampoo and conditioner bars: Contain less 
water and can outlast two to three bottles of 

As Christmas approaches most of us will be thinking about the shopping 
we need to do in order to prepare for the holiday period. As you do, spare a 

thought for the packaging you will inevitably acquire and where it will end up. 

liquid shampoo or conditioner. One bar can 
last up to 80 washes! Keep cups: Australians 
discard 2.7 million takeaway coffee cups to 
landfill daily. Give a reusable cup to those 
people in your lives who rely on takeaway 
coffee to get through their day. Stainless steel 
straws: Each of these attractive and festive 
straws means one less plastic straw threatens 
the life of a turtle. Bamboo items: Tooth-
brushes, razors, cotton buds and reusable 
paper towels can be disposed of in the green 
bin and composted. Gift vouchers: Manly 
Co-op, Scoop, Naked Foods and The Source 
are all zero waste stores with a vast range of 
products and membership discounts.

 
What about decorations?  
Balloons…the number one killer of sea birds. 
In the 2021 February and September editions 
of The Tawny Frogmouth, Malin Frick sets out 
compelling reasons for never buying balloons 
for any occasion. If children know that balloons 
make sea animals sick, they will happily 
embrace alternatives. Paper decorations can 
become a craft project for children. Wrapping 
paper: This can be purchased without plastic 
wrapping, reused, repurposed and decorated 
by the kids.

Disposable Crockery 
When entertaining large groups, disposable 
plates and cutlery are often unavoidable. 
However, you can avoid plastic. Bamboo plates 
and cutlery are compostable and can go in 
the green bin. Remember anything made 
of bamboo, coconut fibre or corn starch is 
compostable and can go into the green bin.

Merry Christmas and Happy Sustainable, Zero 
Waste Shopping!!

Recommended Zero Waste Suppliers  
Manly Co-op, Source Bulk Foods, Naked Foods 

Australia and  Scoop Wholefoods

Words:  Val de Rome

reading a favourite book. A little time out could 
be all that you need to keep your mental health  
on track over Christmas.

4. Stick to a budget that works for you.  
It’s always tempting to buy the biggest gifts, 
and there can be pressure to spend more than 
you can afford. It can be really helpful to create 
a budget to see what fits within your financial 
limits. You could try a ‘Secret Santa’ system  
to make sure everyone is included while pro-
viding a spending limit. If you need help with 
your budgeting, a financial counsellor could  
be useful to talk to.

5. Remember that you’re not alone.  
No matter what you’re feeling, if you’re finding 
Christmas overwhelming there is support 
available. Whether it’s 3am on Christmas Day, 
or late at night on New Year’s Eve, Lifeline is 
ready to listen and support you.

1. Acknowledge your feelings.  
The holiday season looks different for  
everyone. Each year the Christmas period  
is a joyous occasion for many – and the most 
challenging time of the year for many others. 
Whether you’re feeling excited, sad, exhausted, 
hopeful, or anxious for Christmas, it’s impor-
tant to acknowledge and accept whatever you 
are feeling. No matter what you’re feeling, try 
to accept this without judgement. This can 
help to make sense of our experience and 
actions. 

2. Make space for grief and loss.  
Feelings of grief and loss can be particularly 
strong around special occasions like Christmas. 
If you’re keenly feeling the loss of a loved one 
or a pet, the breakdown of a relationship, the 
loss of your job, know that this is a natural 
reaction and part of the healing process.
Some of the following might be helpful:
•  Honour your loss in whatever way feels  

right to you
•  Share your feelings with someone or try 

journalling
•  Join a support group or find a counsellor

3. Take time for yourself 
Sometimes the desire to make sure everyone 
else is happy can be overwhelming. Even if 
you’re planning the most important event of 
the year, put a bit of time aside to look after 
yourself. This could be as simple as taking a 
nice warm bath, getting out of the house for  
an hour for coffee, or spending some time 

The end of the year is fast approaching, and this will be an opportunity to 
celebrate the year that’s been and look forward to 2022. These top five tips 

could be helpful in maintaining your mental health over the silly season.

5 Tips for a Mentally Healthy Holiday Season

Reach out for help if you need it by calling 13 11 14 
anytime, or you can text Lifeline on 0477 13 11 14 
(midday-midnight).
You can also access ongoing support through 
Lifeline Northern Beaches.  
Visit www.lifelinenb.org.au/get-help for 
information about low-cost counselling, support 
groups, and free financial counselling. 
Call 9949 5522 to make an appointment.

Words:  Lifeline Northern Beaches
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In the 1960s, I grew up in 
Allambie Heights. A heroic 
boy had a dragster bicycle. 
Being a Speedwell Mustang, 
it was the coolest, like its 
namesake muscle car, the 
1964 Ford Mustang. His 
chippie dad made a wooden 
jump. The boy wowed us 
with Evel-Knievel-stunts. 
Dragsters gave way to BMX, 
ATB, and MTB. Yet, bright 
yearning to jump a bicycle 
persists. There is however a 
darker side. The building of 
unsanctioned jumps, such as 
now in Condover Reserve, 
Manly Vale.  

Thinking of bygone decades, 
it is anniversaries that evoke 
powerful memories of feelings. 
Take the 1971 death of Jim 
Morrison. Fifty years ago, 
Morrison took his final door. 
 This month, I prefer to 
celebrate his 8th December 
birthday. To rejoice the gift 
that opened us to The Doors.  

Progressively, The Doors 
produced a bevy of musical 
hits: Break On Through, Light 
My Fire, and Riders On The 
Storm. Their self-titled debut 
LP features a masterpiece, 
The End. It stands for apoc-
alyptic dread, a psychedelic 
mist rolling into the forest. 
From its mournful organ, faux 
sitar, tangled electric guitar, 
and crisp rhythmic drums, 
ascends Morrison’s incanta-
tional sermon. Stay with me.  

The End underscores 
Francis Ford Coppola’s 1970s 
film, Apocalypse Now. It 
begins with a sound ubiqui-
tously linked to the Vietnam 
war. The chop-chop-chop 
throb of Huey’s rotor blades. 

That sound still chills me. In 
2021, the NSW PolAir chopper 
swept the Manly beachfront, 
enforcing social-distance 
during Covid lockdown.  
That sound again, I need to go 
bush. Up beyond Burnt Bridge 
Creek, walking to its northern 
tributary in Condover Reserve. 
The End still singing in my 
ears, it felt like Cpt. Willard 
going up Nùng river. Not long 
on, I was overtaken by some 
smug cyclops on a large MTB. 
If lips could be read, this Col. 
Kilgore-character mouthed, 
“I love the smell of a warm 
chainsaw in the morning. 
Smells like…victory”.  

Ahead, when I next came 
upon him, there too some 
adolescents. Weird scene 
in the gully, location GPS 
33°47'08.4"S 151°15'36.8"E. 
Upon his dialectics, the boys 
dig the earthen riparian with 
spade and shovel. Others, 
with creedence in their BMX 
abilities, run through the 
jungle, overwatching jump 
construction.  

Astride the MTB, he shows 
these tribal acolytes how to 
take some air. Dropping from 
a rock ledge, bouncing-off 
wooden shipping pallet. 
Hurtling down the slope, 
cleared of Bloodwood-Scribbly 
gums. Racing over their dam 
of the watercourse. He shot-
up over worn plastic-carpet. 
Hitting their humongous step-
up jump. Shouting, “Come 
on! Ride the snake. Ride the 
highway”.

Jump construction inside 
bushland is a matter for the 
local Council. Its office of 
the Environment & Climate 

Apocalypse Confidential:  
Condover’s Secret Step-Up Jump         

Words: Penny Farthing

Change should execute  
a plan of management.  

I walked away, my head 
filling with protest lyrics of 
The Doors and another rock 
legend, Deep Purple: these 
children are insane, in this 
desperate land. Sweet child  
in time, you'll see the line.  
See this blind man shooting  
at the world. You'd better 
close your eyes. Ooohhhh 
bow your head. Wait for the 
ricochet. Of everything that 
stands there, the end. No 
safety or surprise, the end. 
Another anniversary. Same 
day as Morrison’s birth,  
8 December, John Lennon’s 
death. If Happiness Is A Warm 
Gun, so too a warm chainsaw.

Balancing recreation, public liability and the natural environment.

MTB fun: helmets on, pants down. 

I recently attended a yoga workshop where the impressively 
nubile instructor told me the importance of “earthing” myself. 
While that’s proving problematic, I couldn’t help but wonder, 
does my home need “earthing” too?
Omm, I see. Well, what’s most important here is your Electrical 
Earth Rod. If your house is earthed to current standards, you 
should be able to see the top of a long copper earth rod sticking 
out of the ground, usually near or under your switchboard (Pic 1).

I’ve looked everywhere but I can’t see the top 
of my Earth Rod. Should I be concerned?
Ok, don’t panic. Most likely you have an older 
house where your earthing system is simply 
a wire connected to your water pipes (Pic 2). 
This type of earthing is no longer allowed as 
the primary method to earth a house and can 
also cause numerous safety issues. It’s best to 
contact an electrician to have an underground 
earth electrode installed to bring your earthing 
system up to current standards.

CALL US NOW!

WOULD YOU LIKE A SWITCHBOARD

HEALTH CHECK?

License #: 354716C@localandlicensed 

FOR
ONLY $55

Queenscliff Sparky, Chris Pemberton  
of Local & Licensed Electrical, is back  
onsite, answering your shocking queries.

Ask a Sparky

1. Electrical Earth Rod

2. Non-complient  earthing system. Time to update!
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using time as the default measuring stick  
for success. 

Look around, there are plenty of people 
measuring success by time but how many of 
them are actually happy? I’m not here to define 
successful relationship; I’m here to invite you 
to define your own. What does success in a 
relationship look and feel like to you? 

Ironically, we don’t even get to see if some-
one is a life-timer until the end of the road, so 
what’s the point of putting that added pressure 
on the relationship? Often what happens is 
that when people are so attached to finding  
a life-timer, they lose sight of the person in 
front of them, and can end up having a rela-
tionship with a projection of the person they 
wish to see rather than the one that exists. 
When the projection and the real person clash, 
this can lead to extreme disappoint, turbu-
lence and heartache. No doubt relationships 
are challenging but bringing a backpack of 
expectations is never going to help. 

I’m inviting you to hold space for the possi-
bility of allowing your intimate relationships to 
be what they are and appreciate them for what 
they give you. Reason, season or lifetime, all 
are of value and enrich your life. 

Having been flogged with Disney and 
Hollywood narratives promising “happily 
ever after” it is no wonder that many of us 
have invested a lot of time pursuing a lifetime 
relationship. 

However, if we stop and take inventory on  
our experiences, the reality is actually quite 
different. We have a couple of relationships, 
some bouts of being single, a handful of flings, 
internal fantasies, maybe a marriage or two 
that did or didn’t work out, perhaps a couple  
of kids thrown in the mix. The variety and 
nature of our romantic relationships is a 
lot more colourful and confusing than our 
over-simplified fixation on the one. 

And rightfully so! We are beautifully com-
plex ever growing creatures with a vast array 
of wants, needs and desires that continuously 
evolve over the life span. But how do we 
understand and integrate the value of all the 
different types of romantic relationships that 
we have had and will have? What if the end 
goal isn’t necessarily to die together? What if 
time isn’t the measure of success?

Reason, season or lifetime is another way  
to understand the kinds of relationships we 
can have without dismissing the relevance  
or value they bring to us. 

A reason relationship is one that teaches 
us lessons about ourselves, our lives or human 
behaviour. Reason relationships can also help  
us make sense of less positive experiences, 
such as being cheated on, broken-up with 
or ghosted. Reason relationships can teach 
us a lot about the way we want to relate and 
communicate moving forward. Knowing what 
you don’t want is just as important as knowing 
what you do. Take these lessons and run with 
them! 

Season relationships help us make sense  
of those dynamics that only lasted for a brief  
or defined period of time. Who’s to say that 
one year love affair you had whilst living 
abroad in the US didn’t enrich your life and 
heart immensely? Who’s to say that that rela-
tionship isn’t of equal value as others that have 
lasted longer? Each relationship regardless of 
time brings us different gifts. We need to stop 

Reason, Season or Lifetime?

Words: Scout Smith-O’Leary
Scout is a Matchmaker and Relationship Educator. 
Learn more about her upcoming dating workshops at 
www.schoolofconnectionsydney.com

The Love Scout

Understanding the three different types of relationships we can have  
and how to recognise the relevance or value they bring to us.

True love or does she only like me for my bike?

What would a traditional 
Sydney Festive season be 
without the company of 
Christmas Beetles (and truck-
loads of celebratory beer)? 
Observing the beautiful 
metallic sheen of this gentle 
creature is a joyful sign of 
summer. There are about 35 
species of Christmas beetle in 
Oz and at least 10 types that 
occur in Sydney…so there is 
heaps of invertebrate yuletide 
variety. The further north you 
travel the more exquisite their 
colours can be.

Thoughtfully, The Austral-
ian Museum has created a 
(free) Christmas Beetle App, 
where you can check out 
many of the different kinds. 
Some have been given curious 
names such as “Washer-
woman”, “Duck Billed”, “Furry 
Tailed Prince” and “Purple 
Reign”. (An Entomologist, 
somewhere, has obviously 
been on the wacky baccy!) 
Experts have even been 
known to examine the hairs 
on beetle bums to distinguish 
between similar varieties.

Our Christmassy friends 
are a type of Scarab beetle so 
they are pretty chunky with 
clubbed antennae and spiky 
legs. And they don’t bite... 
always an endearing trait.

Christmas beetles lay 
between 20 and 40 eggs that 
develop into larvae, becom-
ing plump white crescent 
shaped grubs with russet 
brown heads and 3 pairs of 
legs (commonly known as 
Curl grubs). These grubs live 
in underground chambers for 
up to two years, scoffing plant 
roots and decaying matter - 
after which they will emerge 
(preferably after heavy Spring 
rain) in their glorious shim-
mering finery. They are then 
up for a party, just like the 
rest of us, which is why they 
seem unnaturally attracted to 
bright lights and can be found 
looking the bit worse for wear 
after a night of over indul-
gence (adult beetles love to 
eat eucalyptus leaves).

The problem is that Curl 
grubs have been singled out 
by the horticultural indus-
try as “lawn wreckers”. They 
market a plethora of prod-
ucts designed to poison these 
grubs (never actually men-
tioning that if you pour that 
stuff on your lawn you are 
literally “killing Christmas”).

The other slight difficulty is 
that there are two other bee-
tles (the introduced Argentine 
Lawn Beetle and the Afri-
can Black Beetle) which have 

Christmas Beetle Christmas beetles get together

almost identical looking “Curl 
grub” larvae, making it almost 
impossible to identify which 
ones are the genuine pests.

All of these grubs are nat-
ural food for Currawongs, 
Magpies and Possums which 
ensure that any damage to 
gardens is limited and seldom 
irreparable. And If you don’t 
use the proprietary “lawn 
products” you’ll have much 
healthier, aerated soils, full of 
microbial life.

Sadly Christmas Beetles 
seem to be becoming rarer 
every year. Reportedly, in the 
1920’s, tree branches would 
hang into Sydney Harbour 
weighed down by huge 
masses of beetles.

Poisoning their young, 
impacts their numbers but 
their favoured forested habi-
tat is also disappearing. Only 
10% of Cumberland Plain 
Woodland, for example, still 
exists. 

Their decline could also be 
due to drier than usual Spring 
weather. But who wants to 
hear about climate change 
when Santa is limbering up to 
take centre stage?

Associate Professor Tanya 
Latty (University of Sydney) is 
about to delve deep into our 
local Christmas Beetle pop-
ulation as part of the Manly 
Dam Biodiversity project. She 
may even discover a whole 
new species. All the fascinat-
ing goss will be on a brand-
new website coming soon.

 You too can help provide 
a little bit of Christmas cheer 
to Christmas Beetles by not 
being too pernickety about 
your lawn, mulching your 
garden well and planting their 
favoured gum trees.

After indulging in a smor-
gasbord of eating and mating 
for a few weeks, Christmas 
Beetles will just disappear…
they could almost be human!

Christmas with the Beetles
By  Malcolm FisherMal's Wild Side



The Tawny Frogmouth December 202144 45

Christmas is almost here! Celebrate with some 
cheerful picks to get you in the festive spirit!

Klaus 
Streaming on Netflix  
Looking for a new family Christmas classic? 
Klaus follows entitled postman Jesper who is 
stationed on a frozen island above the Arctic 
circle where the locals thrive on hatred and 
historical feuds. His unlikely friendship with 
toymaker Klaus sees a transformative wave  
of kindness sweep the island in an origin story 
for the Christmas stories we know today.  
The unique blend of traditional and computer 
generated animation is drop-dead gorgeous 
and the story’s main theme is perfect: a simple 
act of kindness sparks another!

It’s a Wonderful Life 
Available to rent on Youtube and Amazon Prime
Now this is the original Christmas classic! 
George Bailey has sacrificed his dreams of 
exploring the world to give himself to the 
people of Bedford Falls. When his frustration 
reaches boiling point around Christmas, an 
angel appears to show him what life would be 
like if he never existed. A simply beautiful film 
that reminds us to always strive to do good and 
never take our lives for granted!
 
Comedy Christmas TV Episodes 
All shows streaming now
Get in the spirit of the season with these 
episodes! Let’s start with The Office (Stan), 
our first Christmas episode features the office 
secret santa game becoming a wild affair after 
Michael decides to change the rules - Season 
2, Episode 10. For something a bit quirkier we 
move to Community (Stan) where each study 
group member gets swept up in the singing 
spirit of a hilarious Glee inspired episode - 
Season 3, Episode 10. Finally, we covered this 
a few editions back, but Ted Lasso’s (Apple 
TV Plus) first Christmas episode is expected-
ly wholesome, packed with kindness and so 
warm it feels like you’ve just drunk a steaming 
cup of cocoa - Season 2, Episode 4.

Spiced Eggplant 
Christmas Salad

Festive Flicks

Ingredients (serves 12):
350g hummus
350g tzatziki 
½ cup persian red lentils, cooked
1 pomegranate
6 radishes, finely sliced  
2 handfuls of pea shoots
500g heirloom cherry tomatoes, quartered
2 eggplants
200g dates, finely sliced
½ preserved lemon, finely sliced
2 tbsp ras-el-hanout spice

Pickled Onions
½ spanish onion, finely sliced
3 tbsp white wine vinegar
½ teaspoon caster sugar
¼ teaspoon salt

Method:
1. Make pickled onions: combine onion, sugar, 
salt and vinegar. Massage onion for a minute 
then leave for at least 2 hours to pickle. 
2. Slice eggplant in 2.5cm rounds, score tops 
with large cross-hatches. Sprinkle over spice 
and drizzle with olive oil. Cook in a 180 degree 
oven until tender. 
3. Assemble the salad in a large flat serving 
dish: first layer dollops of hummus and tzatziki 
cover the bottom, then add a layer of  
preserved lemon, lentils and pickled onion, 
then the cooled eggplants, then pea shoots, 
and finally tomatoes, dates, radishes and  
pomegranate seeds.
4. Serve and enjoy with your favourite  
Christmas lunch!

Film & Food

Words: Christopher Roberts
Chris is the author of @filmandfoodpodcast

A perfect Xmas BBQ 'bring-a-dish'

Who is this for? The Speak Up Competition 
is a national online competition for young 
and aspiring Singer/Songwriters aged 12 -18. 
Importantly, this is not a glorified karaoke 
contest. This is all about kids creating original 
music material, harnessing the power of song-
writing to tell their story, voice their issues lyr-
ically, and be heard by industry professionals. 

Helping teenagers become established mu-
sical storytellers and voice their issues too. In 
my work as a singing teacher, I’ve become in-
creasingly aware of all the kids with incredible 
musical talent whose parents felt their child 
would benefit from having an outlet to voice 
their issues, and these turned out largely to be 
mental health related, ranging from anxiety to 
depression, and being brought on by bullying, 
abuse, lack of self-esteem. This resonated very 
powerfully with me. I’ve experienced some 
dark times over the years with severe anxiety, 
and music has always had the power to play 
a healing role in my life, as well as given me a 
voice to Speak Up. My mission now is to help 
provide kids with a chance to develop a strong 
sense of self-confidence that comes with 
telling their story while incorporating their 
musical talents and seek to promote mental 
health awareness in a positive, musical way. 

Utilising technology to ensure all kids across 
Australia have access. The most talented 
Australian teenage musicians could be any-
where across the country, so the Speak Up 
Competition has been set up to fully utilise  
the digital age and allow everyone to compete.  

Kids and parents can head to the website  
berryjammusic.com and click on competition 
tab to register. Registeration is $30, with pro-
ceeds going to Beyond Blue to support mental 
health. Once you’ve registered, kids record and 
upload a 3minute video of their original song 
to YouTube and email the link to the Speak Up 
Competition. *All details are explained upon 
registering, including instructions on creating 
YouTube channels and uploads.

Creating a song from scratch is where the 
magic’s at. It's all about telling your story, 
being vulnerable and honest. Remember too, 
the greatest songs of all time usually consist of 
4 simple chords and a dynamic melody, so even 
if you’re at the beginning of your songwriting 
journey – which you probably are if you’re 12-18 
years old! - give it a go and submit a video. 
It’s about telling your story as Speak Up is all 
about mentoring and supporting your talent 
and skills so you can develop. 

Some of the best songs ever written are a 
collaboration. It’s fine to enter in pairs, trios, 
foursomes, ensembles, and beyond. Perhaps 
you’re a great musician, your friend has some 
awesome lyrics, team up! We want to see and 
hear you perform.

Finally, a competition is nothing without great 
prizes up for grabs. Kids are in the running 
to win a recording studio package valued at 
$2000, Roland Guitar Amp, Audio Interface, 
vocal and songwriting lessons, merchandise 
and gift vouchers. The judging criteria include 
vocal performance and technique, creativity, 
lyrics and melody, instrumental and arrange-
ment. Submissions be made by midnight,  
17 December 2021. Winners announced on  
New Year’s Day.

Speak Up, Sing Out 
and be Seen by Music 
Professionals 

Through the creation of original music, 
the Speak Up Competition will uncover 
teenage music talent from all across 
Australia, while promoting mental 
health awareness.

Music

Words: Rachael Berry
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Subject  Graceful Barrel Weaving 
Photographer   Kerrie Power

Subject   Mary-Anne Addington 
Photographer   Spotted Pardalote nest-building

Subject  Tawnies 
Photographer  David Hazelden

Subject   Local & Licensed sparkies uncover  
a Brookvale Lion on the way to Maccas

The Tawny loves to feature great local pics!

Subject  Ben Haddock taking on the waves
Filmed by  Humble Productions 

Subject  Liam, Nick, WIRES, Zali, Mayor Regan, 
Brentos and an 10k novelty cheque

Subject   Beacon Hill Birdroom Negotiations 
Photographer  Lisa Rae Dennis

Please send them to mail@thetawnyfrogmouth.com.au

Subject  Avalon Pool
Photographer  Craig Fallshaw, @wickhamlane 
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I am as much in awe of Tom Keneally as he is 
of Mungo Man. His book A Bloody Good Rant 
makes it hard to believe he is only 86 years 
old because his deep knowledge of so many 
diverse topics would take even the most super 
of humans’ millennia to acquire. 

Keneally comes across in interviews and in 
this book as a down to earth bloke. It’s as 
though being a Man Booker Prize and Miles 
Franklin Award winner, recognised by the 
National Trust as an Australian Living Treasure, 
founder of the Australian Republican Movement, 
ambassador of the Asylum Seekers Centre and 
a recipient of an Order of Australia have not 
changed his opinion of himself at all. 

His rant spans neoliberal trickle-down 
economics, the existence of God, Mungo Man, 
indigenous inequity, refugees, climate change, 
women, homosexuality, writing, grandparent-
ing, why Australia is unlikely to become  
a republic any time soon and so much more. 

The rant’s breadth of knowledge and 
opinion is daunting, and I would have felt 
intimidated by it were it not for the way 
Keneally makes it feel as though he’s just sat 
down with you and you’re having a lively chat 
over a cup of tea about what’s happening in  
the world at large and in his own world. 

It’s pure pleasure the way he gives enough 
background context to his many rants to get 
your neural pathways buzzing with your own 
memories and opinions of some of the topics 
he covers. If your preferred mode of reading is 
passive, then challenge yourself with A Bloody 
Good Rant. I dare you to read this book and 
not have your emotions stirred, your memory 
of various local, national and international 
events given a new layer of insight and  
implication that will rouse you up.

Another hugely appealing aspect about 
Keneally is that rare ability to admit things you 
once held to be true, strongly held convictions, 
needing to be revisited, reassessed, and some-
times relegated to the scrapheap. 

The chapter that calls out Cardinal Pell and 
Catholicism reminded me of my brainwashing 
at the hands of a Catholic education and 
parents who dismissed the repulsive behaviour 
of Catholic priests and brothers as just being a 

product of those times and nothing you should 
let challenge your faith. Keneally nailed it when 
he said, “It is hard for outsiders to understand 
why we congenital Catholics care so much 
about all this anyhow.”  

Reading the rant raises so many questions, 
uncomfortable questions and among the most 
uncomfortable is the dilemma of what it means 
to be an Australian especially when it comes 
to the question of how we treat refugees. 
Keneally recalls various times when he’s been 
accused of being un-Australian or hating 
Australia by historians and politicians. Well, if 
Keneally is un-Australian I’m Elvis Presley but 
it’s a serious question this one about being 
what an Australian is. So many are happy to 
throw around ideas about what it’s not. 

Perhaps it’s my newness to grandparenting 
that made me particularly love the chapter 
on that topic. He somehow tapped into the 
essence of my newfound joy and bottomless 
well of love for the little girl who has made 
me want to live for many more decades. Gone 
is my previous commitment to being gone at 
80 years of age, now I want to live to at least 
90 (as my own parents did). Keneally’s quote 
from Dominique Browning, an American 
editor and author, sums up my grandparenting 
feelings, “Nothing compares to the experience 
of holding six pounds of newborn against an 
older, wiser, pounding heart, burnished with 
the patina of age, a heart that bears the traces 
of fractures …That heart suddenly and unex-
pectedly, floods with hormones. Hormones still 
rule.”  

A Bloody Good Rant is available everywhere 
although if you’re a Manly local you can pick up 
a signed copy from Humphreys on The Corso.

A Bloody Good Rant,  
a Bloody Good Read

Tawny's Bathtub Bookclub

Words: Paige Turner

A top shelf read at Humphreys

1.  According to the 2016 census, how many 
people live on Scotland Island – 579 or 2217?
2.  In what decade of the 1800’s did the 
Steyne Hotel open? 
3.  Alphabetically, what is the last suburb on 
the Northern Beaches? 
4. Which of the famous Manly Ferries was 
retired in mid October? 
5.  How much did inaugural 4 Pack of Tawny 
Grogmouth cans auction for recently - $250, 
$500, $1250? 
6.  What is Grandpa Simpson’s first name in 
the Simpsons? 
7.  Where in the human body is the smallest 
bone located? 
8. There have been 6 missions that have 
landed people on the moon – The first 
happened in 1969 – When was the last? 
1972, 1976, 1980? 
9.  Which Pacific island had their first ever 
case of Covid in late October?
10. How many commissioned Submarines 
does the Australian Navy have in its fleet? 
6, 16,26?
11. Pope Benedict was elected in 2005 – 
After he stepped down, what year was Pope 
Francis elected? 
12. How many female Prime Ministers have 
the UK, Australia & NZ had combined? 
13. Which city is about to become the first 
city to host both the Summer & Winter 
Olympics when it hosts the next Winter 
Olympics? 
14. What was Fonzy’s first name in Happy 
Days?
15.  On a standard Dartboard, what is the 
lowest number that cannot be scored with a 
single dart? 
16. In which Australian state capital did the 
band Midnight Oil originate? 
17. How many Australian States & Territories 
do not observe daylight saving?
18. In which decade was Nelson Mandela 
sentenced to life in jail? 
19. On which continent is the world’s tallest 
mountain outside of Asia? 
20. In which country is the Headquarters of 
the World Health Organization? 

www.razzledazzletrivia.com.au

www.razzledazzletrivia.com.au

Sudoku
Medium difficulty
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Sagittarius  Nov 23 - Dec 21  
Charismatic Venus, the 
sexiest planet of all, is guiding 
your moves – keeping them 
(unusually) smooth as silk. 

Capricorn  Dec 22 - Jan 20  
Mischievous Mars is orbiting 
and thinks now is the perfect 
time for you to mix business 
with pleasure. Be careful.   

Aquarius  Jan 21 - Feb 19  
Your licentious libido is 
leading you down a slippery 
path to places you’ve only 
dreamed about. It won’t last.
      
Pisces  Feb 20 - Mar 20  
Your fish fuelled diet has got 
to stop. Squash your cannibal 
instincts and go virtuously 
vegan. Think of your family!   

Star Signs
by   Krystal Bawl

Aries  Mar 21 - Apr 19  
Jupiter is planning all sorts 
of foolish festive surprises 
that may catch you unawares 
unless you stay on full alert. 

Taurus  Apr 20 - May 21  
Ditch your to do list, end your 
eternal tug-o-war between 
doing more of what you want 
and less of what you don’t.  

Gemini  May 22 - Jun 21  
Inspiration and creativity are 
surging through your veins, 
don’t waste it making sad little 
Christmas decorations.

Cancer  Jun 22 - Jul 22  
Eco-fashion warrior 
Cancerians know that green 
is the new black. Time to 
boycott fast fashion.

Leo  Jul 23  - Aug 22  
Christmas is a temptress but 
Afterpay has become your 
frenemy, defriend immediately 
and spend responsibly. 

Virgo  Aug 23  - Sep 23
If you haven’t arrived at that 
good place yet, get your 
skates on and slide right in 
before time slips by.

Libra  Sep 24 - Oct 23  
Your inner Aphrodite is ready 
to work on whoever you fancy. 
Your allure is irresistible this 
month. Be gentle. 

Scorpio   Oct 24 - Nov 22
Your tranquillity levels will 
rise to heights you’ve never 
experienced and even 
Christmas won’t change that.

Sudoku Solution

Trivia Answers
1. 579    2. 1850's (1859)    3. Whale Beach   
4. Queenscliff    5. $500   6. Abe (Abraham)     
7. Ear    8. 1972     9. Tonga     10. 6    11. 2013    12. 6     
13. Beijing    14. Arthur   15. 23    16. Sydney    
17. 3 (Qld, WA, NT)    18. 1960's    19. South America  
20. Switzerland
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